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THE  COAL  STRIKE. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  dispute  in  the 
coal  trade,  which  is  causing  the  suspension  of 
several  trains  to  the  North,  it  will  be  necessarv 
to  print  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  earlier  than 
usual.  Advertisers  will  assist  the  Publisher, 
therefore,  by  sending  advertisement  copy  not 
later  than  Monday  of  the  week  in  which  the 
advertisement  is  to  appear.  The  Publisher  can- 
not undertake  to  submit  proofs  of  anv  copv  for 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  March  30  received 
after  Monday,  March  25. 


SUMMARY  OF  THIS  ISSUE. 

The  more  notable  items  only  are  dealt  with. 


Articles  and  Communication;. 

A  fifty-year-old  patent  for  an  odontalgic  elixir  is  given 
on  p.  68. 

The  N.F.  processes  for  making  granular  effervescent  pre- 
parations with  formulas  are  on  p.  53. 

Dr.  J.  C.  McWalter.  in  an  amusing  letter  on  p.  64,  shows 
how  the  National  Insurance  Act,  may  create  hypochondriacs. 

Mr.  John  Duncan.  LL.B..  expounds  the  law  regarding 
the  sale  of  turpentine  and  the  like  in  branded  aerated- 
water  bottles  (pp.  64-65). 

Coal  as  a  topical  window-exhibit  for  chemists  is  advo- 
cated by  Mr.  A.  E.  Bailey,  who  shows  how  to  make  it  a 
nidus  for  several  saleable  articles  (p.  52). 

Among  a  number  of  replies  to  correspondents  those  on 
the  chemist's  balance-sheet,  hydrous  wool-fat,  shampoo- 
powder,  lavender-water,  and  the  sale  of  oxygen  are  con- 
spicuous (pp.  67-68). 

Messrs.  John  C.  Umney  and  H.  V.  Potter  communicate 
a  further  report  on  commercial  cubebs,  giving  analytical 
data  for  genuine  and  adulterated  berries,  and  drawings 
of  microscopic  sections.    The  article  begins  on  p.  51. 

News  of  the  Week. 

Besides  the  contracts  on  p.  44,  see  the  decisions  in  Ireland 
on  p.  36. 

The  "  Ucal "  balance-sheet  for  1911  is  better  than  the 
first  (p.  42). 

Dr.  Enno  Sander,  the  Nestor  of  American  pharmacy,  is 
dead  (p.  38). 

M.  Arthur  Petit,  a  distinguished  Parisian  pharmacist, 
died  last  week  (p.  37). 

A  pro  tern,  receiver  and  manager  of  Capsuloids,  Ltd.,  has 
been  appointed  (p.  62). 

How  the  early  closing  order  has  been  followed  by  Dundee 
chemists  is  told  on  p.  37. 

Mr.  Liggett,  of  "  Rexall."  is  returning  to  America  this 
week  after  a  six  weeks'  sojourn  here  (p.  60). 

The  hsematogen  case  is  still  dragging  along  in  the  High 
Court,  London,  the  parties  having  failed;  to  agree  .(p.  40)., 

South  African  chemists  are  again  in  danger  of  having 
the  metric  weights  and  measures  imposed  upon  them  (p.  38). 

The  Seddon  case  (p.  35)  lias  given  rise  to  the  supposition 
that  arsenical  fly-papers  are  in  Part  I.  of  the  Poison 
Schedule.    They  are  not  (p.  50). 

The  Excise  regulations  regarding  the  blending  of  British 
and  foreign  wines  and  the  sale  thereof  have  now  been 
published  (p.  53  and  p.  49). 

The  late  Dr.  John  Muter's  analytical  appointments  in 
London  have  been  given  to  his  son,  in  spite  of  professional 
objections  to  the  terms  (p.  35). 

An  interesting  lawsuit,  arising  from  a  nut-oil  contract, 
Fuerst  r.  Pintus  &  Sommerfeld,  is  reported.  City  arbitra- 
tions were  discussed  by  the  Judge  (pp.  39-40). 

Our  Parliamentary  new-s  is  exceptionally  full  and  interest- 
ing, and  includes  notes  on  the  medical  benefit  of  the  Insur- 
ance Act.  Gas  Companies'  Bills,  and  the  appointment  of  a 
Select  Committee  on  the  patent-medicine  question  (pp.  44-46). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Insurance  Committees  met  on  Wed- 
nesday, and  decided  upon  the. manner  in  which  committees 
representative  of  the  whole  country  are  to  be  elected.  A 
draft  list  of  dispensing  prices  and  charges  was  also  con- 
sidered.   Funds  are  wanted  (p.  53). 

The  Portsmouth  Pharmacists'  Association  spent  two  hours 
on  Wednesday  afternoon  discussing  business.  It  was 
decided  to  give  5/.  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Insurance  Com- 
mittee, and  to  support  Mr.  T.  A.  White  in  his  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  candidature.  A  whist-party  was  held  in 
the  evening. 

Trade  and  Market  Matters. 

Market  alterations  include  an  advance  in  cream  of  tartar, 
ammonia  sulphate,  linseed  oil.  vermilion,  clove  oil,  copper 
sulphate,  and  English  tartaric  acid.  Chamomiles,  blood- 
root,  and  senega  are  firmer.  Opium,  morphine,  serpentary, 
lemon  and  orange  oils,  cocaine,  cod-liver  oil,  and  quicksilver 
(seconds)  are  all  cheaper  to  buy  (p.  61).  Our  report  of  the 
driiy-auctions  will  be  found  in  the  Coloured  Supplement. 
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CORNER  FOR  STUDENTS. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


All  communications  for  this  section  should  be  addressed  thus  : 
"  Corner  for  Students,  '  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,'  42  Cannnp 
Street,  London,  E.C." 


Qualitative  Analysis. 

A MIXTURE  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form  the 
subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis. 
.The  mixture  will  comprise  acids  and  inorganic  bases  occur- 
ring in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  is  to  be  submitted 
to  a  thorough  systematic  examination,  all  its  constituents 
are  to  be  detected,  and  proof  is  to  be  given  that  the  sub- 
stances detected  are  the  only  constituents  of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of 
salts  (accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope, 
not  a  stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Tuesday, 
March  26,  and  the  samples  will  be  posted  on  the  following 
day. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Tuesday, 
April  9.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account 
of  the  work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  con- 
stituents detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as 
an  accidental  impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the 
essential  constituents  of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

The  analysis  announced  above  forms  the  final  exercise 
in  the  analytical  tournament  for  the  current  winter 
session.  The  usual  monthly  first  and  second  prizes  in  this 
series  of  analyses  will  be  awarded  only  to  apprentices 
or  assistants  who  are  preparing  for  the  Qualifying  exa- 
mination of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
or  of  Ireland,  which  fact  must  be  attested  on  their  reports. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

The  Richmond-on-Thames  Town  Council  has  granted 
applications  for  poison-licences  from  Mr.  W.  F.  Reynolds, 
12  George  Street,  Richmond,  and  from  Mr.  W.  R. 
Reynolds,  employed  by  the  first-named  applicant. 

The  Pembroke  Guardians  have  acceded  to  the  request 
of  Dr.  Williams  for  a  supply  of  drugs  to  the  Workhouse 
dispensary  (C.  <C-  D.,  January  27,  index  folio  106).  Dr. 
Williams  stated,  in  reply  to  a  question,  that  he  only  asked 
for  5/.  as  a  maximum.  He  would  pay  anything  above  that 
sum  himself. 

The  Devonport  Guardians  on  March  15  adopted  the 
recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee  that  the  Board 
in  future  supply  the  workhouse  medical  officer  with  all 
drugs,  and  that  the  Local  Government  Board  be  asked  to 
sanction  a  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  medical  officer 
from  150Z.  to  130/. 

The  lecture  arrangements  at  the  Royal  Institution  after 
Easter  include  two  lectures  by  Professor  A.  W.  Crossley 
on  "  Synthetic  Ammonia  and  Nitric  Acid  from  the  Atmo- 
sphere," two  lectures  by  Professor  J.  Norman  Collie  on 
"Recent  Explorations  in  the  Canadian  Rocky  Mountains," 
and  discourses  by  Sir  George  H.  Darwin,  Professor  W. 
Stirling,  Mr.  W.  Duddell,  Professor  Howard  T.  Barnes, 
and  Sir  William  Macewen. 

Sir  David  Gill  distributed  prizes  and  certificates  to  the 
students  at  the  South-Western  Polytechnic  Institute, 
Chelsea,  on  March  15.  Mr.  W.  Hayes  Fisher,  M.P.,  who 
presided,  mentioned  that  the  Polytechnic's  new  premises 
would  be  opened  in  September.  The  report  of  the*  prin- 
cipal (Mr.  S.  Skinner)  stated  that  the  students  have 
gained  nearly  600Z.  in  scholarships,  chiefly  on  the  scien- 
tific side.  Fifty-four  students  passed  the  London  Univer- 
sity examinations  last  session,  and  at  the  examination  of 
the  Board  of  Education  eight  certificates  of  honours  were 
obtained,  also  three  King's  prizes  in  science. 

During  the  Board  of  Trade  inquiry,  held  at  Caxton  Hall, 
regarding  the  loss  of  the  steamship  Hardy,  it  was  stated, 


on  March  18,  that  the  cargo  (which  included  chlorate  of 
potash,  bleaching-powder,  and  tallow)  was  all  below  deck, 
except  twenty  cases  of  metallic  sodium.  On  December  11, 
soon  after  the  vessel  left  Treport,  some  of  the  cases  which 
broke  adrift  were  smashed  open.  A  series  of  explosions 
ensued,  and  sodium,  which  ignited,  was  thrown  all  over 
the  ship,  which  was  set  on  fire.  The  vessel  was  finally 
sunk  by  a  violent  explosion.  The  questions  for  the  inquiry 
were  as  to  whether  sodium  came  under  the  definition  of 
dangerous  goods,  and,  if  so,  whether  the  cases  were  pro- 
perly marked  and  sufficiently  strong,  and  whether  the  deck 
was  a  proper  place  for  such  goods. 

University  of  London. 
An  offer  of  100,O00Z.  towards  the  acquisition  of  the  vacant 
site  near  the  British  Museum  (C.  <L-  D.,  February  24,  index 
folio  282)  has  been  made  to  Lord  Haldane,  Chairman  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  University  Education  in  Lon- 
don. The  donor  desires  to  remain  anonymous  for  the  pre- 
sent. The  Drapers'  Company  have  also  offered  to  contri- 
bute 60,000/.  for  the  erection  of  a  senate-house  and 
administrative  offices  in  connection  with  the  proposed  new 
buildings  for  the  University  of  London. 

The  Shops  Act. 
Steps  are  being  taken  to  secure  a  closing  order  for  Wed- 
nesdays at  1  p.m.  for  chemists  in  Enfield  Town  from  May  1. 

Brecon  tradesmen  have  failed  to  agree  upon  the  advis- 
ability of  applying  for  a  general  closing  order,  applicable 
to  all  trades.  Two  chemists  voted  against  the  proposed 
departure,  as  well  as  a  large  body  of  other  tradesmen. 

The  Bath  Pharmaceutical  Association  has  written  to  the 
Health  Committee  of  the  Bath  Town  Council  stating  that 
a  large  majority  of  pharmacists  in  the  city  desire  a 
closing  order  for  Thursdays  at  1  p.m.,  commencing  on 
May  1.    (See  "Winter  Session.") 

The  Cardiff  City  Corporation's  Health  Committee,  on 
March  19,  referred  an  application  from  local  chemists 
asking  for  a  closing  order  under  the  1904  Shop  Act  and 
for  a  half -holiday  to  be  fixed  under  the  new  Act  to  the 
Town  Clerk  (Mr.  J.  L.  Wheatley)  for  report  thereon. 
The  Public  "Weal. 
The  following  chemists  have  been  elected  to  serve  on 
their  respective  Urban  District  Councils  or  Boards  of 
Guardians  : 

Mr.  Nathan  G.  Beck,  Church  Road,  Burgess  Hill 
(U.D.C.). 

Mr.  D.  Jackson,  169  Holyhead  Road,  ^  edncsbury  (Wolver- 
hampton B.G.). 

Mr.  J.  H.  Matthews,  513  and  722  High  Road,  Leytonstone 
(Leyton  U.D.C.). 

The  undernamed  pharmacists  have  been  nominated  for 
election  to  serve  on  local  governing  bodies  : 

Mr.  R.  H.  Barber,  Windermere  (U.D.C.). 

Mr.  Edwin  Griffiths,  Kidsgrove  (U.D.C.). 

Mr.  D.  Arnott,  J.P.,  36  Taff  Street,  Pontypridd. 

Mr.  Thos.  England.  High  Street,  Romford  (U.D.C.). 

Mr.  W.  E.  Goff,  34  High  Street.  Dartford  (U.D.C.). 

Mr.  R.  Agar,  56  Nelson  Street.  South  Bank  (U.D.C.). 

Mr.  J.  R.  Gwatkin,  49  Grand  Parade,  Brighton  (B.G.). 

Mr.  W.  H.  Dixon.  High  Street.  East  Grinstcad  (U.D.C). 

Mr.  Thomas  Brewis,  325  Fratton  Road,  Portsmouth  (B.G.). 

Mr.  F.  J.  Gibson,  93  Darlington  Street,  Wolverhampton 
(B.G.). 

Mr.  F.  E.   Evans,  "  Woodlands,"  Higher  Lane,  Lvmm 
(U.D.C.) 

Mr.  William  Maskew.  20  Electric  Parade,  Clacton-on-Sea 
(U.D.C). 

Mr.    Frederick    Tidswell,    40    Main    Road,  Denholme 
(U.D.C). 

Mr.  Joseph  W.    Adamson,   Station  Road,   Colwvn  Bay 
(U.D.C). 

Wine-licences. 

"  Off  "  wine-licences  have  been  granted  to  the  following  : 
Mr.  W.  C  Phillips.  Ph.C,  The  Pharmacy,  Tadworth. 
Mr.  Richard  J.  Morgan,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ystrad 
Mynach. 

Miss     M.      Glaister,     drug-vendor,     6     Main  Street, 
Frizington. 

Mr.  David  Arthur  Davies,  chemist  and  druggist,  35  High 
Street,  Rhymney. 

Mr.  John  Fletcher  Miller,  chemist  and  druggist,  Stamford 
Street.  Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Mr.  C  G.  Skyrme.  Ph.C,  28  Norman  Road,  St.  Leonards, 
and  2  Sedliscombe  Road  South,  Hastings. 
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Applications  for  "off'"  wine-licences  from  the  following 
have  been  refused  : 

Mr.  C.  Dean,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market  Street,  Bury, 
Lanes. 

Mr.  Fredk.  Septimus  Hankinson,  62  Brockley  Rise, 
London,  S.E. 

Mr.  Wm.  C.  Sayers,  Ph.C,  63  High  Street,  Lewisham, 
London,  S.E. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

The  Mayor  of  Coventry  (Colonel  Wyley)  and  Mrs. 
Wyley  have  given  50?.  towards  a  hostel  for  young  women 
in  the  City  of  the  Three  Spires. 

The  Council  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association 
issued  a  circular  to  its  members  earnestly  inviting  them 
to  attend  an  important  meeting  re  the  Shops  Act  and 
other  matters.  The  result  of  their  deliberations  has  not 
transpired. 

Mr.  F.  Barlow  has  been  returned  at  the  head  of  the 
poll  at  the  election  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  Mr.  Wm. 
Shakespeare  withdrew  from  the  Sutton  Coldfield  contest. 
Mr.  Frank  Fletcher,  the  well-known  town  traveller  for 
Messrs.  Wyleys,  Ltd.,  Coventry,  is  a  candidate  foT  the 
6ame  Board. 

Liverpool  Notes. 

The  catalogue  of  the  sale  of  the  premises  and  stock 
of  Mr.  J.  G.  Driver,  Garston,  revealed  the  versatility  of 
the  auctioneer  in  dealing  with  technical  matters  such  as 
the  fittings  and  stock  of  a  pharmacy.  Eccentricities  in 
spelling  must  naturally  occur  in  this  connection,  but  one 
envies  the  descriptive  powers  of  a  catalogue-compiler  who 
refers  to  wall-fittings  in  such  a  breathless  manner  as  the 
following  : 

Costly  Ebonite  and  Gold  4-Tier  Stock  Shelving,  with 
moulded  pediment  and  fitted  with  two  drug-cabinets, 
enclosed  by  bevelled  silvered  plate-glass  mirrored  doors, 
resting  upon  cabinet  of  77  Spanish  mahogany  gold  and  black 
labelled  stock-drawers,  with  crystal  knobs.  16  mahogany 
fronted  drawers  with  crystal  knobs,  8  under  lockers,  and 
4  deal  drawers,  19  ft.  6  in.  long  by  9  ft.  high. 

The  various  lots  show  either  original  ideas  in  classifica- 
tion or,  what  is  more  probable,  that  the  articles  were  taken 
as  they  came.    Here  is  a  sample  of  a  lot  : 

doz.  corn-paint  bottles.  8  doz.  ointment-boxes,  four 
bottles  Scheeles  Prussic  Acid,  etc.,  bottle  of  Developer, 
eight  tins  smoker's  tooth-powder,  part  bottle  wood-gloss, 
tin  of  glycerin  supposit,  7  boxes  baby  figure  soap,  and  four 
dredgers. 

The  contents  of  the  drawers  were  sold  in  batches  of  a 
dozen  or  so.  The  catalogue  of  the  first  day's  sale  com- 
prised 488  lots. 

The  Seddon  Arsenic  Mystery. 
The  trial  of  Frederick  Henry  Seddon  (40),  insurance- 
superintendent,  and  his  wife,  Margaret  Ann,  on  a  charge 
of  murdering  Eliza  Mary  Barrow  by  administering  arsenic, 
ended,  after  lasting  ten  days,  at  the  Central  Criminal  Court 
on  March  14,  when  the  male  prisoner  was  found  guilty  and 
sentenced  to  death.  The  jury  found  Mrs.  Seddon  not 
guilty,  and  she  was  discharged.  Mr.  Marshall  Hall,  in 
his  speech  for  the  defence  on  March  13,  said  that  the 
jury  could  not  hang  a  cat  upon  the  evidence  of  identity 
given  by  Mr.  Thorley,  the  chemist,  who  said  he  sold 
fly-papers  to  Maggie  Seddon.  In  reference  to  questions 
asked  of  Mrs.  Seddon  by  Mr.  Justice  Bucknill  in  regard  to 
placing  all  the  fly-papers  in  one  plate,  his  Lordship 
explained  that  the  question  in  his  mind  was  that  each 
time  the  water  was  renewed  the  solution  became  weaker, 
and  it  was  for  the  jury  to  say  if  it  would  be  strong 
enough  to  produce  such  a  poisonous  condition  if  it  ever 
got  to  Miss  Barrow.  Mr.  Marshall  Hall  said  Mrs.  Seddon 
really  said,  "I  put  fresh  water  in  as  well,"  thus  suggest- 
ing that  there  was  already  some  water  there.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  said  counsel,  the  arsenic  in  these  papers 
was  not  crude  arsenic,  but  sodium  arsenate,  which 
was  very  soluble.  It  would  not  evaporate,  and  as 
the  water  evaporated  the  arsenic  would  return  either 
to  the  surface  of  the  paper  or  on  to  the  saucer 
or  dish.  Therefore,  only  a  small  proportion  of  the 
arsenic  would  disappear.  The  Attorney-General,  in 
his  final  address  on  March  14,  said  the  most  important 
point  in  the  case  was  the  purchase  of  arsenical  fly-papers  by 


Margaret  Seddon.  If  the  chemist's  evidence  were  correct, 
the  jury  had  an  ample  explanation  as  to  how  the  arsenic 
got  into  the  house,  and  the  defence  had  no  theory  to  explain 
its  presence.  Miss  Barrow  had  died  of  acute  arsenical 
poisoning,  and,  in  regard  to  the  suggestion  that  she  had 
taken  the  poison  herself,  it  was  impossible  to  understand 
why  this  woman  should  have  got  out  of  bed  and  licked 
the  water  of  the  fly-papers  when  there  was  plenty  of  water 
in  the  room. 

Analysts'  Affairs. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Mitchell  Muter,  of  Kennington  Road,  Public 
Analyst  for  Tunbridge  Wells  and  forLindsey,  Lincolnshire, 
was  on-  Wednesday  appointed  public  analyst  for  the 
borough  of  Wandsworth.  A  letter  from  the  Society  of 
Public  Analysts  was  read  objecting  that  the  salary  was 
inadequate  to  the  proper  performance  of  the  duties.  The 
salary  is  500/.  for  the  analysis  of  2,000  samples,  formal 
and  informal,  each  year. 

The  county  analyst  for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
(Mr.  F.  W.  Richardson)  reported  that  only  seven  out 
of  293  drug-samples  taken  last  year  were  definitely 
reported  against.  These  were  ammoniated  tincture  of 
quinine  (2),  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  (2),  glycerin  (1),  mag- 
nesia (1),  and  ground  ginger  (1).  One  sample  of  sal 
volatile  and  two  samples  of  milk  of  sulphur  were  returned 
as  of  doubtful  quality. 

The  Lambeth  Borough  Council  on  March  14  considered 
the  question  of  filling  the  vacant  office  of  borough  analyst 
caused  through  the  death  of  Dr.  Muter  (C.  &  D., 
February  17,  index  folio  244).  From  the  sixteen  appli- 
cants the  Public  Health  Committee,  after  interviewing 
them,  submitted  to  the  Council  for  final  selection  the 
names  of  Mr.  A.  H.  M.  Muter,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.  ;  Professor 
W.  R.  Smith.  M.D.,  Ph.D.,  D.Sc,  F.I.C. ;  and  Dr.  W.  S. 
Tebb,  F.I.C,  M.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  The  committee  recom- 
mended the  appointment  of  Mr.  Muter,  on  the  ground 
that  he  had  acted  fo.r  the  Council  as  temporary  analyst, 
that  he  had  been  trained  by  and  had  assisted  his  father, 
the  late  public  analyst  for  Lambeth,  for  a  long  period,  and 
that  he  possessed  a  well-equipped  laboratory  within  the 
borough.  There  was  a  long  discussion  as  to  the  adequate 
nature  or  otherwise  of  the  terms  of  the  appointment.  A 
motion  that  the  appointment  be  deferred  until  the  In- 
stitute of  Chemistry  had  been  interviewed  in  regard  to  it 
was  defeated  by  forty  votes  to  thirteen.  Mr.  F.  Bascombe, 
F.I.C,  in  supporting  this  motion,  held  that  the  salary 
offered  was  totally  inadequate.  The  officer,  who  had  to 
analyse  2.000  samples  a  year,  must  have  at  least  two  fully 
qualified  assistants,  whose  salaries  could  not  be  less  than 
150/.  a  year  each,  so  that  the  sum  left  out  of  500/.  a  year 
would  not  be  sufficient  for  materials  and  apparatus. — Mr. 
J.  E.  Wood,  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
said  he  was  sorry  that  the  letter  from  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry  did  not  reach  the  Council  a  little  sooner.  The 
committee  particularly  asked  the  candidates  definite 
questions  with  regard  to  the  salary,  and  the  candidates 
gave  definite  answers.  The  appointment  was  a  part-time 
one,  and  a  good  many  of  the  samples  would  be  informal. 
The  committee's  recommendation  was  unanimous,  and  if 
they  were  asked  to  reconsider  the  question,  they  would 
come  to  no  other  conclusion.  The  Local  Government 
Board  would  have  the  final  word  on  the  matter,  and  they 
would  tell  the  Council  if  they  were  doing  wrong  by  placing 
the  salary  at  the  figure  mentioned. — Mr.  Muter  and  Dr. 
Tebb.  who  appeared  before  the  Council,  said  that  they 
were  satisfied  with  the  offered  remuneration,  and  were 
aware  of  the  objections  raised  by  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry. — Professor  Smith  said  that  he  quite  agreed 
with  the  Institute  that  the  remuneration  was  not  on  a 
very  liberal  basis,  but  it  was  represented  to-  him  that 
there  would  be  a  large  number  of  unofficial  samples  for 
analysis,  which  would  not  demand  so  much  time  or  trouble 
as  the  official  samples. — On  voting  the  first  count  resulted 
as  follows  :  Mr.  Muter,  38;  Dr.  Tebb.  9:  Professor  Smith, 
3.  The  final  vote  was  :  Mr.  Muter,  39  ;  Dr.  Tebb,  7.  Mr. 
Muter  was  then  unanimously  appointed  public  analyst. 
Prom  "Various  Courts. 

At  the  Truro  County  Court  last  week,  Wm.  T.  Kendall, 
executor  under  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Oliver  Vincent, 
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chemist  and  druggist,  Truro,  recovered  from  Robert  Henry 
Vincent,  brother  of  the  testator.  69/.  2s.  Id.,  balance  due 
on  a  promissory  not©  dated  April  12,  1904.  Judge  Gent 
allowed  the  def  endant  a  counterclaim  of  501.,  being  arrears, 
with  interest,  of  an  annuity  bequeathed  to  him  by  his 
brother. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  London,  on  March  18, 
Wm.  Baker  (40).  described  as  a  traveller,  who  pleaded 
guilty  to  being  in  possession  of  a  mould  for  making 
counterfeit  sovereigns,  was  sent  to  prison  for  eighteen 
months  with  hard  labour.  Baker  had  obtained  goods  and 
money  from  Mr.  Chas.  Flint,  Ph.C,  Catford,  and  Mr. 
R.  V.  Sander,  chemist  and  druggist,  57  Old  Town,  Clap- 
liam,  by  tendering  a  coin  resembling  a  sovereign  in  pay- 
ment for  articles  which  he  ordered. 


IRISH  NEWS. 

When  sending-  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Drug  and  Medical  Appliances  Contracts. 

The  following  additional  tenders  have  been  awarded  by 
Boards  of  Guardians  for  the  supply  of  medicines  and 
surgical  appliances  for  the  ensuing  year  : 


Armagh 

Balliua  

Baltinglass  ... 
Baudon 

Bawnboy 

Belfast 

Oarrick-on- 

Shannon 
Clonmel 
Dublin  (N.)  ... 

Dublin  (S.)  ... 

Ernies  

Gorey  

Granard 
Kilmacthomas 
Larne  ... 
Macroom 

Manorhamilton 

Meath  (Co.  In- 
firmary) 

Mohill  

Monaghan 
Mountmelick... 

Naas   

New  tow  u  a  rds 

Rathdown 

Rathkeale 

Siigo   

S  winf ord 

Trim   

Tullamore 
Waterford 


Medicines 


Boileau  &  Boyd  (Dub- 
lin) 

Boileau 

Boileau 

Sumner 
pool), 

Sumner 

Boileau 

Boileau 


i&  Boyd,  314  % 
i  &  Boyd,  314% 
■  &  Co.  (Liver- 

.  274  % 

■&Co..  274% 
,  &  Boyd,  38  % 
[  &  Boyd,  315% 


Boileau  &  Boyd,  335% 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  36i% 

Boileau  &  Boyd,  36|% 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  315% 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  315% 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  31*% 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  31*% 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  34*% 
Cork  Chemical  and 

Drug  Co.,  25% 
H.    Boyers  (Sligo), 

25% 

Boileau  &  Boyd,  28*% 

A.  Burns  (Mohill),  25% 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  314% 
Boileau  &  Boyd 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  314% 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  34  % 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  324% 
Boileau  &  Boyd 
H.  Boyers,  25  %  ... 
To  be  re-advertised.. 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  314% 
Boileau  &Boyd,  314% 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  33J% 


Surgical  Appliances 


S.     Connor    &  Sons 

(Newry) 
S.  Connor  &  Sons,  37*.  % 
Same  contractors,  36|% 
Cork     Chemical  and 

Drug  Co.,  33\% 
S.  Connor  &  Sons,  35% 
S.  Connor  &  Sons,  374% 
Adamson  &  Co.  (Bal- 

lina),  37J  % 
Same  contractors,  36|% 
Fannin  &  Co.  (Dublin), 

385% 
Fannin  &  Co.  384% 
Adamson  &  Co.,  375% 
Same  contractors,  361  % 
Adamson  &  Co.,  37J  % 
Same  contractors,  362  % 
JSame  contractors,  36|  % 
Same  contractors,  334  % 

S.  Connor  &  Sons,  374% 

Same  contractors,  354  % 

S.  Connor  &  Sons,  374% 
S.  Connor  &  Sons,  39% 
Same  contractors 
Same  contractors,  363  % 
S.  Connor  &  Sons,  38% 
Fannin  &  Co..  38% 
Same  contractors 
S.  Connor  &  Sons,  375  % 
Adamson  &  Co.,  39% 
Same  contractors,  361% 
Same  contractors,  36  j  % 
Same  contractors, 374 % 


Brevities. 

Mr.  Robert  F.  McCartney.  Ph.C,  the  Medical  Hall, 
The  Diamond,  Coleraine,  has  been  appointed  a  member  of 
the  committee  of  the  newly  formed  Coleraine  Unionist 
Club. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Ulster  Drug- 
trade  Association  in  Belfast  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to 
recommend  to  a  general  meeting  of  the  trade  that  Wed- 
nesday be  adopted  as  the  half-holiday  under  the  Shops  Act. 

The  Local  Government  Board  has  sanctioned  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  Ballymena  Board  of  Guardians  to  pay  Messrs. 
R.  F.  Blake  and  C.  McMullan,  Belfast,  at  the  rate  of 
4.s.  per  sample  for  medicine  analyses.  This  Union  has 
been  without  a  permanent  analyst  for  some  time. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jenkins,  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society,  and  manager  of  Messrs. 


Black  &  Co.'s  drug  establishment,  Shankhill  Road,  Bel- 
fast, is  emigrating  to  Canada.  Dr.  Hutchinson,  the  pro- 
prietor of  Messrs.  Black's,  is  giving  up  the  retail  drug- 
trade. 

Mr.  Wm.  Doig,  of  Wm.  Doig  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists. 
39  Mill  Street,  Belfast,  has  been  elected  a  vice-president 
and  Mr.  Horace  R.  Haslett,  of  J.  &  J.  Haslett,  Ltd., 
druggists,  North  Street,  a  member  of  the  general  com- 
mittee of  the  Belfast  Wholesale  Merchants'  and  Manufac- 
turers' Association. 

Mr.  Robert  Cambridge,  ex-President  of  the  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland,  who  has  taken  a  great 
interest  in  the  movement  for  the  restoration  of  the  old 
North  Gate,  Carrickfergus,  presided  on  March  16  at  the 
final  meeting  of  the  committee  in  charge  of  the  movement 
which  has  now  been  brought  to  a  close. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Camera  Club  last 
week  Mr.  D.  W.  Elliott,  M.P.S.I.,  gave  a  demonstration 
on  the  "  Toning  of  Bromide  Prints."  Mr.  Elliott  said 
that  the  hypo-alum  is  falling  into  disuse  on  account  of  its 
tecliousness,  and  also  because  equally  good  tones  can  be 
obtained  by  simpler  methods.  The  process  most  used  con- 
sists of  bleaching  the  silver  image  in  the  print  with  a 
solution  of  potassium  f erricyanide  and  potassium  bromide, 
the  metallic  silver  being  changed  to  a  haloid  salt,  and 
after  washing  immersing  the  print  in  a  solution  of  sodium 
sulphide  or  ammonium  sulphide,  which  produces  silver 
sulphide  and  metallic  silver.  In  this  condition  the  print 
has  a  sepia  colour.  The  use  in  bleaching  of  free  chlorine, 
obtained  by  the  action  of  hydrochloric  acid  on  potassium 
chlorate,  was  strongly  advocated  as  being  quicker  in  action 
and  giving  more  even  results.  The  third  prize  in  the 
Club's  February  competition  was  won  by  Mr.  W.  J. 
Rankin,  jun.,  Ph.C. 

SCOTTISH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Edinburgh. 

Inman's  name  has  nowr  disappeared  from  the  newspaper 
advertisements  of  Boots  Cash  Chemists,  Ltd. 

In  some  quarters  locally,  notably  in  the  Newington 
district,  chemists  are  to  commence  closing  on  Wednesday 
afternoons  next  month. 

A  few  prices  from  the  windows  of  a  city  pharmacy  : 
Bland's  pills,  2^d.  per  gross.  "  coating  imperfect,  quality 
perfect":  cotton-wool  at  9^d.  per  roll,  "cannot  be 
repeated  " ;  6d.  clothes-sticks  for  Z-^d. 

Business  is  beginning  to  suffer  from  the  strike,  especially 
in  the  little  Lothian  towns  where  mining  is  the  staple 
industry.  Wholesalers  are  feeling  the  pinch  too;  empties 
from  country  districts  are  not  forthcoming,  and  one  firm 
at  least,  which  does  a  considerable  English  trade,  cannot 
get  the  companies  to  send  out  their  goods  with  the  usual 
promptitude. 

The  twentieth  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh 
Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  was  held  at  36  York  Place  on 
March  18,  with  Mr.  J.  H.  Taylor  (President)  in 
the  chair.  The  reports  were  good.  The  following  office- 
bearers were  elected  for  the  ensuing  season  :  Hon. 
President,  Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  Ewing;  President,  Mr.  E.  0. 
Rowland  ;  Vice-President,  Mr.  J.  A.  Cochrane  :  Hon.  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  W.  H.  Chambers,  121  Comiston  Road;  Hon. 
Treasurer.  Mr.  J.  Douglas  Watson;  Assistant  Secretary, 
Mr.  J.  Garry;  Committee,  Messrs.  J.  H.  Taylor,  W. 
Paxton,  J.  P.  Gibb,  G.  Mark,  J.  Nisbet,  T.  Bell,  and 
J.  Ritchie. 

Fife. 

At  a  meeting  of  shop  assistants  held  in  St.  Margaret's 
Lecture  Hall.  Dunfermline,  on  March  14,  Mr.  Hardy, 
President  of  the  Edinburgh  Trades'  Council,  submitted  the 
minimum  wage  rates  proposed  for  Dunfermline  and  dis- 
trict. Among  these  was  30$.  a  week  for  unqualified 
chemists,  this  being  4s.  more  than  is  recommended  for 
assistants  to  oil-  and  colourmen. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Dunfermline  branch  of  Oddfellows 
last  week  it  was  decided  to  appoint  two  Glasgow  doctors 
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in  place  of  the  local  medical  men,  contracts  with  whom  are 
not  being  continued,  as  they  had  agreed  to  raise  their 
annual  fees  from  4.<.  4d.  to  8.x.  8d.  per  member.  The 
Foresters  have  not  yet  come  to  a  decision  in  the  matter, 
except  that  the  rules  are  to  be  altered  in  order  that  each 
member  may  select  his  own  doctor  and  pay  the  ordinary 
professional  fees. 

Early  Closing  in  Dundee. 
Although  the  objectors  to  the  closing  order  applied  for 
by  some  Dundee  chemists  had  received  from  Whitehall  an 
intimation  that,  subject  to  the  usual  limitations,  the  order 
had  now  been  passed,  it  was  with  considerable  surprise 
that  they  saw  a  prominent  announcement  in  the  "  Dundee 
Courier  "  of  March  12  that  the  new  arrangement  would 
take  effect  immediately.  This  surprise  was  natural,  as  it 
was  understood  that  the  whole  question  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Shop  Hours  Act,  1904,  in  Dundee,  as  in 
other  large  towns,  was  under  the  consideration  of  the  Town 
Council.  Further,  at  a  meeting  on  Thursday,  March  14, 
called  for  the  discussion  of  important  business,  it  was 
resolved  by  a  majority  of  seventeen  to  four  to  apply  for 
further  powers  under  the  Shops  Act,  1911,  to  close  at 
1  p.m.  on  Wednesday  instead  of  5  p.m.,  as  originally  pro- 
posed. Although  the  hours  as  now  arranged  were 
regarded  by  many  of  the  dissenters  as  not  unreasonable, 
the  new  movement  was  not  received  favourably  by  many 
of  the  c  hemists  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  who  declared 
their  intention  of  taking  full  advantage  of  the  special  clause 
entitling  them  to  supply  medicines  at  any  time.  Among 
those  open  were  Mr.  Jas.  Anderson,  Commercial  Street; 
Mr.  John  Forsyth,  The  Pillars;  Russell  &  Son,  Nether- 
gate  ;  and  Mr.  Geake,  Whitehall  Street.  Many  other 
chemists,  while  favourable  to  the  closing  on  Wednesday, 
found  it  inconvenient  on  such  short  notice  to  shut  in  the 
evening.  The  following  are  examples  of  the  notices  placed 
in  chemists'  windows  : 

Shop  Hotjrs  Act,  1904. 
This  Shop  will  be  Closed  for  serving  customers  on 
Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Fridays    ...    8.30  p.m. 

Wednesdays   ."      ...       5  p.m. 

Saturdays    10  p.m. 

Sundays    ...       8  p!m! 

Shop  Hotjrs  Act,  1904. 
This  Pharmacy  will  be  Open  for  the  dispensing  of  pre- 
scriptions, sale  of  medicines  and  surgical  appliances  only, 
after  5  p.m.  on  Wednesdays:  and  8.30  p.m.  on  Mondays, 
Tuesdays.  Thursdays,  and  Fridays ;  Saturdays,  10  p.m.  ; 
end  Sundays,  8  p.m. 

The  first  of  these  is  published  by  the  Dundee  Pharmacists' 
Association. 


FRENCH  NEWS. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent) 


Phosphoric  Acm  in  Beveraces.—  The  Council  of 
Hygiene  has  been  considering  the  question  of  the  use  in 
beverages  of  phosphoric  acid  in  place  of  vegetable  acids, 
and  has  advised  that  such  permission  be  not  given.  The 
report  refers  especially  to  the  pharmacological  properties 
of  phosphoric  acid,  which  render  it  inadvisable  to  allow  its 
use  for  acidulating  drinks.  It  is  advised  that  it  should 
not  be  allowed,  even  if  the  presence  of  the  acid  is  declared 
©n  the  label. 

Crossed  Cheques. — A  law  has  come  into  force  whereby 
a  cheque  crossed  by  two  parallel  strokes  can  only  be 
presented  for  payment  by  a  banker ;  it  can  only  be  drawn 
on  a  banker.  The  crossing  can  be  effected  by  the  drawer 
or  by  a  holder.  The  crossing  can  be  general  or  special. 
It  is  general  if  there  is  no  indication  between  the  two 
strokes,  or  only  the  words  "  et  Compagnie  "  ;  it  is  special 
if  the  name  of  a  banker  is  inscribed  between  the  two 
strokes.  A  general  crossing  can  be  transformed  into  a 
special  crossing.  A  specially  crossed  cheque  can  only  be 
presented  for  payment  by  the  banker  designated,  but  he 
can  substitute  another  banker. 

Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy. — At  the  March  meeting, 
M.  Preud'homme.  the  President,  made  a  suitable  reference 
to  the  loss  sustained  by  the  recent  death  of  Dr.  Caventou, 


who  was  an  associate  member  of  the  Society.  The  death 
was  also  announced  of  a  corresponding  member,  M.  Klobb, 
Professor  at  the  Nancy  School  of  Pharmacy.  Professor 
Bourquelot  communicated  the  results  of  researches,  in 
collaboration  with  Mile.  Fichtenholz,  regarding  the  identi- 
fication of  asebotin,  a  glucoside  obtained  by  Eykman  from 
Andromeda  japonicn,  with  the  glucoside  they  have  recently 
extracted  from  the  leaves  of  Kalmia  latifolia.  The  identity 
of  the  two  principles  appears  indisputably  proved. 
Professor  Moureu  gave  the  result  of  some  further  interest- 
ing researches  regarding  pharmaceutical  distilled  water 
made  by  M.  Rebiere,  and  M.  Herissey  drew  attention  to 
a  difficulty  regarding  the  reaction  of  identity  indicated  in 
the  Codex  of  1908  for  tincture  of  aloes.  Several  other 
interesting  papers  were  also  read. 

Obituary. — The  death  is  announced  of  M.  Arthur  Petit, 
who  passed  away  last  week,  after  a  few  days'  illness,  in 
the  South  of  France,  where  he  was  passing  the  winter. 
He  was  in  his  seventy-sixth  year.  M.  Petit  was  a  promi- 
nent and  distinguished  representative  of  French  pharmacy. 
He  was  born  in  1837  at  Issoudun,  in  the  Indre  Department, 
and  qualified  as  a  pharmacist  in  Paris  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five.  After  passing  three  years  as  a  pharmacist  at  the 
Hotel  Dieu  Hospital  here,  he  joined  the  Pharmacie  Mialhe, 
in  the  Rue  Favart,  which  for  several  generations  has 
enjoyed  renown  in  Paris.  He  was  fortunate  enough  to  be- 
come proprietor  of  this  business  in  1869,  having  a  natural 
preference  for  the  business  side  of  pharmacy,  although  his 
scientific  attainments  and  successes  at  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  seemed  to  indicate  that  a  career  as  a  professor 
was  well  within  his  reach  had  he  been  so  minded.  He  was 
for  many  years  a  leading  figure  in  all  movements  con.- 
nected  with  pharmacy  in  France.  He  was  a  past  President 
of  the  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy,  as  well  as  of  the  General 
Association  of  French  Pharmacists,  of  which  body  he 
remained  Honorary  President,  and  President  of  the  Inter- 
national Congress  of  Pharmacy  held  in  Paris  during  the 
great  exhibition  of  1900.  Among  his  scientific  work  may 
be  mentioned  his  reseaches  relative  to  pepsin,  peptones,  and 
vegetable  alkaloids.  For  thirty  years  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Editorial  Committee  of  the  "  Journal  de  Pharmacie 
et  de  Chimie,"  being  an  acknowledged  authority  on 
matters  of  practical  pharmacy.  I  am  glad  to  record  here 
his  kindly  interest  in  British  pharmacy  and  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist.  Many  a  time  has  he  given  me  a  cordial 
welcome  in  his  office  above  the  pharmacy,  and  ever  showed 
a  ready  willingness  to  give  me  the  benefit  of  his  wide  know- 
ledge and  experience,  for  which  one  gladly  expresses  grate- 
fid  appreciation.  M.  Petit  was  for  many  years  Mayor  of 
Viroflay,  near  Paris,  where  he  resided.  He  was  a  Knight 
of  the  Legion  of  Honour  and  a  corresponding  member  of 
a  number  of  pharmaceutical  societies.  His  eldest  son  suc- 
ceeds him  at  the  Pharmacie  Mialhe. — The  death  occurred 
on  Friday,  March  15,  of  M.  Alfred  Javal,  aged  sixty- 
eight.  Deceased  was  well  known  in  the  French  perfumery 
trade  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Houbigant. 


COLONIAL  AND  FOREIGN  NEWS. 


Radium. — The  Amsterdam  General  Radium  Co.  has  pur- 
chased the  entire  stock  of  radium  at  present  in  the  hands 
of  the  Austrian  Government. 

State  Medicine  Depot  in  Sofia. — The  Bulgarian  Minis- 
ter for  the  Interior  is  stated  to  have  guaranteed  a  credit 
of  200.<JU0f.  for  the  erection  of  a  State  Medicinal  Depot 
in  Sofia  for  the  supply  of  Government  hospital  dis- 
pensaries. 

Toxic  Substances  in  Uruguay. — The  nTunicipal  autho- 
rities of  Monte  Video  have  in  preparation  the  draft  of  an 
ordinance  whose  provisions,  when  operative,  will  tend  to 
prevent  the  employment  of  toxic  substances  in  many 
articles  of  every-day  use.  Among  the  most  important 
features  are  those  which  regulate  the  quality  of  tin  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  various  utensils.  It  is  provided 
that  the  mechanism  of  syphons  shall  show  no  scratches  and 
that  they  shall  bear  the  name  of  the  manufacturer  as  well 
as  the  seal  of  the  analytical  office,  to  prevent  any  substitu- 
tion of  the  contents. 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Trinidad. — The  annual 
dinner  of  this  Society  was  held  on  February  16,  with  the 
President,  Mr.  G.  C.  Dieffenthaller,  in  the  chair.  The 
company  included,  among  others,  the  Hon.  Dr.  E.  Prada 
(Secretary  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Trinidad),  Messrs.  J.  A. 
Lompress  (Vice-President),  W.  H.  Mills,  H.  C.  Ghent, 
G.  McCarthy,  W.  H.  Mahon,  G.  S.  Ditzen,  F.  Simmons, 
and  F.  Tywang.  The  Chairman,  in  his  after-dinner  ad- 
dress, stated  that  the  Society  had  been  in  communication 
with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  respect- 
ing reciprocity,  and  said  that  the  reply  which  had  come 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  indicated  a 
favourable  consideration  of  their  application,  which  led 
him  to  believe  that  within  a  short  time  the  Society  would 
be  affiliated  with  the  Mother  Country.  The  Chairman 
said  that  the  Society  ought  to  have  a  voice  in  the  examina- 
tion of  pharmaceutical  candidates,  and  that  in  their 
Association  there  is  a  nucleus  which  ought  to  develop  into 
a  Pharmaceutical  Board  and  Council  before  the  next  annual 
dinner.  Dr.  Prada  said  that  he  was  not  so  sanguine  as  the 
President  as  Tegards  pharmaceutical  reciprocity.  When  he 
became  connected  with  the  Medical  Board  the  druggists' 
examinations,  which  were  conducted  by  druggists, -were  a 
little  perfunctory.  The  MedicaJ  Board  now  controlled  the 
examinations,  and  he  held  that  they  had  progressed  and 
that  matters  were  more  satisfactory.  The  Medical  Board 
was  bound  by  ordinance  to  do  some  things  which  they 
could  not  do,  one  being  to  establish  a  School  of  jrharmacy 
in  Trinidad — a  very  serious  necessity  in  the  Colony.  The 
plan  in  connection  with  the  hospital,  formulated  two  years 
ago,  to  establish  lectures  in  chemistry,  pharmacy,  etc.,  had 
fallen  to  the  ground.  The  Medical  Board  could  not  devote 
its  funds  to  the  establishment  of  a  School  of  Pharmacy, 
but  it  was  "up  to  "  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  do 
something. 


SOUTM  AffMCAN  NEWS. 

(From  "C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 
'  The  Chemist  and  Druggist "  is  regularly  supplied  by  order 
to  all  the  members  of  the  seven  Societies  and  Associations  of 
Chemists  in  British  South  Africa,  as  well  as  to  other  chemists 
in  business  there. 


The  Union. 

January  Imports. — The  imports  of  drugs,  chemicals,  and 
apothecaries'  wares  into  the  Union  during  January  were 
valued  at  78,592/.,  against  78,363/.  in  January  1911.  The 
items  included  apothecaries'  wares  14,218/.,  against  9.733/.  ; 
medicinal  preparations  10.681/..  against  8,930/.;  sodium 
cyanide  29,771/.,  against  43.329/.  ;  potassium  cyanide 
16,652  lb.,  against  180  lb.  ;  unenumerated  drugs  and 
chemicals  11,720/.,  against  7.886/.  The  impoits  of  glycerin 
for  manufactures  (not  included  with  drugs,  chemicals, 
etc.)  were  1,088,552  lb.  (41,670/.),  against  1,803,024  lb! 
(62,667/.). 

Defence. — The  proposed  South  African  Defence  Scheme 
has  been  discussed  by  the  Union  House  of  Assembly,  and 
it  is  expected  that  it  will  undergo  very  considerable  altera- 
tion before  being  presented  for  the  third  reading.  Several 
letters  have  appeared  in  the  daily  Press,  drawing  attention 
to  the  fact  that  doctors  and  chemists  are  not  exempt  from 
being  called  upon  for  ordinary  military  service.  Some 
alteration  may  be  enacted  in  this  respect,  so  that  the 
members  of  these  professions  could  only  be  called  upon 
to  serve  in  their  professional  capacities,  such  as  in  field 
hospitals,  medical  corps,  etc. 
Cape  Province. 

Tuberculosis. — An  important  announcement  relating  to 
public  health  administration  was  made  by  Sir  Frederic 
De  Waal  (Administrator  of  the  Cape)  recently  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Consump- 
tion. He  stated  that  he  was  authorised  by  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior  to  announce  that  very  shortly  a  commission 
of  experts  would  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  certain 
diseases,  including  consumption. 

Transvaal. 

Personal. — Mr.  J.  A.  Williamson,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Bramfontein,  Johannesburg,  has  left  on  a  four 
months'  holiday  to  the  Old  Country. 


Golf. — The  annual  Golf  Tournament  for  the  "  Kent  "■ 
Cup,  presented  by  Messrs.  G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  and 
the  "  Gerrish  "  Medal,  presented  by  Mr.  Gerrish  (repre- 
sentative, of  Messrs.  Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay,  Ltd.),  was 
played  on  Sunday,  February  25,  on  the  Heronmere  Links, 
and  resulted  in  a  win  for  Mr.  Ross,  of  Fordsburg. 

Johannesburg  Chemist  Discharged. — The  adjourned 
case  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Hyland,  chemist,  Jeppes,  Johannes- 
burg, was  again  heard  on  February  23.  Mr.  Hyland  was 
charged  with  four  breaches  of  the  Medical  and  Dental 
Ordinance,  he  having,  it  was  alleged,  acted  as  a  doctor 
and  dentist  without  being  duly  qualified.  After  hearing, 
the  evidence  against  accused  the  judge  dismissed  the  case. 


O.F.S.  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  O.F.S.  Pharmaceutical  Society 
was  held  on  February  13,  with  Mr.  J.  Rawling  (President)! 
in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good  attendance.  A  letter  was 
read  from  the  Principal  Veterinary  Officer  for  the  Union, 
forwarding  a  copy  of  regulations  for  the  use  and  sale  of 
tuberculin,  which  were  recently  printed  in  The  Chemist  and- 
Druggist.  The  P.V.O.  wished  to  inform  the  Society  that 
permits  for  the  importation  of  tuberculin  will  be  furnished 
promptly  by  return  to  registered  chemists,  and  that  tuber- 
culin for  human  beings  may  be  supplied  to  any  medicaL 
practitioner,  provided  a  record  of  all  sales  be  kept  by  the- 
chemist  dispensing  the  same,  without  the  production  of  any 
special  permit  for  its  purchase. — A  meeting  of  the  CounciL 
of  the  same  Society  was  held  on  February  26  to  consider 
what  action  should  be  taken  with  regard  to  the  Consolidat- 
ing Weights  and  Measures  Bill  recently  gazetted.  A  olause- 
in  this  draft  Bill  will  have  the  effect  of  rendering  it  an 
offence  for  a  chemist  to  sell  drugs  or  medicines  by  retail 
by  any  other  than  the  metric  measure.  Strong  feeling  was- 
expressed  on  the  point  that  it  would  be  unlawful  to  use  the- 
British  Imperial  weights  and  measures  in  a  province  of  the- 
British  Empire,  and  it  was  decided  to  take  vigorous  steps 
to  combat  this  clause.  The  most  irritating  feature  of  the- 
Bill  is  that  it  is  apparently  only  the  chemist  who  will  be 
put  to  the  inconvenience  of  using  the  metric  system,  while 
the  general  storekeeper  next  door  to  him  will  continue  to 
sell  Epsom  salts  and  sulphur  by  the  oz.  and  lb.  It 
is  perhaps  only  to  be  expected  of  a  young  and  inexperienced 
Government  that  it  will  try  its  hand  on  experimental  legisla- 
tion, while  scores  of  necessary  measures  are  held  back  for 
want  of  time  to  deal  with  them. 

[As  the  system  of  weights  and  measures  throughout  the- 
Union  is  universally  the  British  one,  the  necessity  for  a 
consolidating  law  does  not  seem  very  clear,  nor  does  the- 
measure  appear  very  urgeat :  but  a  law  which  will  have 
the  effect  of  diverting  trade  from  Britain  to  our  Continental; 
competitors  is  one  which  should  receive  serious  consideration 
from  the  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  Bill  was  originally  drafted  in  1910  by  the- 
Transvaal  Association  of  Chambers  of  Commerce,  with  a 
view  to  its  coming  into  force  on  July  31.  1912.  The  Cape- 
and  Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Societies  protested  against 
it,  with  the  result  that  nothing  has  been  heard  of  it  for  a 
year.  It  is  an  incomplete  measure,  objectionable  to 
chemists  particularly,  and  it  will  affect  export  business  to- 
South  Afrioa  from  this  country. — Editor,  C.  &  D.~\ 


Dr.  Enno  Sander,  of  St.  Louis,  the  Nestor  of  American 
pharmacy,  died  on  February  12,  aged  ninety.  He  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1850,  where  he  opened  a  drug-store.  Subsequently  the  name- 
of  the  business  followed  changes  made  in  the  constitution 
of  the  firm.  He  held  an  honorary  degree  from  the  St. 
Louis  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  in  1871  was  President  of 
the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Cretan  Olive  Oil. — The  exports  of  olive  oil  from  Crete- 
during  1910  amounted  to  157,918  cwt.,  against  129.415  cwt.  in 
1909  and  293.263  cwt.  in  1908.  The  export  to  the  United' 
Kingdom  more  than  doubled  in  value  in  1910,  but  the  value- 
of  oil  exported  to  Austria-Hungary,  Turkey,  and  Egypt 
all  showed  a  falling-off  from  that  of  1909;  Egypt,  however, 
purchased  considerably  more  olive-kernel  oil.  It  is  expected 
that  the  annual  supply  of  oil  will  become  much  more  regular 
as  the  system  of  pruning  and  dressing  the  olives  is  more 
generally  adopted.  A  few  largo  presses  (mostly  of  a  French 
make,  price  about  100/.  each)  have  been  installed  in  the- 
island  lately,  and  iron  presses  of  local  manufacture  are- 
supplanting  the  old-fashioned  wooden  ones,  but  the  process- 
of  extracting  the  oil  remains  very  imperfect,  and  the  residue 
still  contains  enough  oil  to  repay  re-pressing  by  the  foreign 
plant.  No  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  method  of 
gathering  the  fruit,  which  is  still  knocked  off  the  boughs  with 
sticks. 
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LEGAL  REPORTS. 


TRADE  LAW. 

'  Gillette  Safety  Razor  Patents.— The  hearing  was  com- 
rnienced  on  Wednesday,  March  20,  in  the  Chancery  Division, 
iby  Mr.  Justice  Parker,  of  the  action  brought  lor  alleged 
infringement  of  patent  by  the  Gillette  Safety  Co.  against 
.the  Anglo-American  Trading  Co.  and  Messrs.  Bent  & 
Parker,  of  Birmingham.  Plaintiffs  applied  for  an  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  the  defendants  or  their  agents  from  infring- 
ing their  letters  patent  No.  28763,  of  December  30,  1902, 
-which  deal  with  safety  razors. 

A  Clove  Dispute.— In  the  King's  Bench  Division,  before 
Mr.  Justice  Phillimoro  and  a  special  jury  on  March  14, 
"W.  B.  Charlesworth  sued  Richard  T.  Smith  to  recover 
1.065/.  12s.  bd.,  alleged  to  be  due  to  plaintiff.  For  the 
plaintiff  it  was  stated  that,  in  consideration  of  his  proceed- 
ing to  Zanzibar  to  buy  on  behalf  of  the  defendant  large 
■quantities  of  cloves,  defendant  on  August  11  last  agreed  to 
give  plaintiff  5  per  cent,  of  the  profits  of  the  re-sale  of  the 
goods,  and  not  less  than  100?.  <a  month  during  the  time  in 
•which  he  was  occupied  in  the  business,  with  expenses. — ■ 
Defendant  denied  the  agreement,  and  after  hearing  the 
•evidence  the  jury  found  there  was  no  contract,  and  judgment 
was  entered  for  the  defendant. 

Chemists'  Fixtures.— At  Lampeter  County  Court  last 
•week,  before  Judge  Lloyd  Morgan,  Mr.  J.  R.  Jones,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Newcastle  Emlyn,  sued  Mr.  Henry  Davies, 
■chemist,  of  the  same  place,  for  16/.  2s.  9(7.  in  respect  of 
shop-fixtures,  defendant  counterclaiming  for  27/.  odd  in 
respect  of  repairs,  etc..  at  Emlyn  Pharmacy.  Mr.  George 
for  plaintiff,  said  Mr.  Jones  took  the  premises  under  a  lease 
from  defendant  and  was  in  possession  for  twelve  or  thirteen 
years.  Mr.  Jones  heard  that  defendant  intended  returning 
to  Newcastle  Emlyn  from  Aberayron,  and  plaintiff  wrote 
inquiring  if  he  would  buy  the  fixtures,  asking  30/.,  which 
sum  was  agreed  to  and  5/.  paid  on  account.  Evidence 
was  given  by  plaintiff  and  defendant,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  plaintiff  did  not  include  the  bottles  in  what  he 
sold,  while  the  defendant  was  of  opinion  that  he  had 
hought  everything  in  the  shop  except  the  stock-in-trade. 
His  Honour,  after  a  consultation  with  counsel,  advised 
Mr.  Jones  to  appoint  a  competent  man  to  go  over  the 
premises  with  Mr.  Davies,  the  architect,  to  see  to  what 
extent  they  agreed,  and  after  that  the  solicitors  in  the  case 
■could  see  him  if  some  specific  question  had  to  be  settled. 
He  advised  the  parties  to  come  to  an  arrangement  on  the 
principle  of  "  give  and  take,"  as  a  prolonged  hearing  would 
involve  more  expense  than  the  whole  claim.  Mr.  Jones 
agreed. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Unless  when  otherwise  stated  these  cases  have  been  heard  in  the 
High  Court  of  Justice,  London. 

Arachide  and  Pure  Edible  Nut  Oil. 
Before  Mr.  Justice  Scrutton,  sitting  in  the  Commercial 
■Court  on  March  14  and  15,  Messrs.  Fuerst  Bros.,  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  chemicals,  oils,  and  drugs, 
Philpot  Lane,  E.C.,  sued  to  recover  from  Messrs.  Pintus  & 
Sommerfeld,  Ltd.,  oil-refiners,  27  Mincing  Lane,  E.C., 
the  sum  of  124/.  8s.  as  damages  for  an  alleged  breach  of 
•contract.  Plaintiffs,  under  a  contract  dated  February  22, 
1911.  agreed  to  sell  to  the  defendants  20  tons  of  pure 
■edible  nut  oil  at  the  price  of  40/.  10s.  per  ton  for  net  cash 
against  bills  of  lading.  The  contract  provided  that  any 
deliveries  not  taken  by  the  buyers  during  the  currency 
of  the  contract  might  be  sold  for  their  account  by  the 
sellers,  and  that  any  dispute  as  to  quality  should  be 
settled  by  arbitration.  Defendants  complained  about  the 
quality  of  the  edible  nut  oil,  and  the  matter  having  been 
referred  to  a  Mr.  Mordaunt  as  umpire,  the  latter  by  his 
award  provided  that  the  sellers  should  deliver  the  16"  tons 
balance  of  the  oil  remaining  on  the  contract,  and  that 
-the  time  for  delivery  should  be  extended  to  October  1911. 
Plaintiffs  alleged  that  the  buyers  would  not  abide  by  the 
umpire's  award,  with  the  result  that  they  sold  against  the 
defendants,  and  now  claimed  the  difference  in  price.  The 
■defendants  alleged  that  the  colour  of  the  pure  edible  nut 
oil  was  not  of  the  colour  required  by  the  contract,  and 
not  in  accordance  with  sealed  samples,  and  that,  therefore, 
they  were  not  bound  by  the  award,  which  was  beyond  the 
power  of  the  arbitrator.  They  also  counterclai'med  for 
damages  under  two  entirely  separate  contracts,  by  which 
plaintiffs  sold  to  them  20 'tons  of  pure  arachide  nut  oil, 


alleging  that  the  oil  was  not  in  accordance  with  samples, 
and  ought  to  have  been  "  edible." 

Mr.  Jules  Fuerst,  giving  evidence,  said  that  on  the  first 
six  barrels  he  made  an  allowance  to  defendants  of  2s.  a 
cwt.  on  account  of  the  oil  not  being  of  the  colour  required, 
but  he  wrote  to  the  factory  and  learned  that  the  oil  sup- 
plied was  really  of  a  superior  quality.  At  the  request  of 
the  defendants  he  took  back  the  six  barrels.  In  cross- 
examination  by  Mr.  English  Harrison,  K.C.,  witness  denied 
that  the  arachide  contract  was  a  sale  by  sealed  samples. 
Mr.  Pintus  made  no  definite  complaint  about  the  oil,  he 
merely  made  a  general  complaint  about  the  colour.  Wit- 
ness did  not  himself  go  before  the  arbitrator,  all  the  corre- 
spondence being  at  the  arbitrator's  disposal.  The  edible 
nut  oil  came  from  Marseilles,  and  the  arachide  nut  oil 
from  factories  in  Antwerp.  Counsel  put  it  to  Mr.  Fuerst 
that  throughout  the  dispute  had  been  as  to  colour,  and 
that  the  only  oil  the  plaintiffs  had  to  deliver  was  that 
which  their  Antwerp  factory  was  turning  out,  and  which 
was  not  according  to  contract.  Mr.  Fuerst  said  the  matter 
had  been  referred  to  an  umpire. 

Mr.  'Henry  Kuntzer,  of  Fredk.  Boehm,  Ltd.,  said  he 
had  been  appointed  by  plaintiffs  as  arbitrator  to  act  with 
Mr.  Davis,  defendants'  arbitrator,  to  decide  whether  the 
oil  was  equal  in  quality  to  the  contract  sample.  The 
arbitrators  failed  to  agree,  and  so  the  matter  was  referred 
by  consent  to  a  single  umpire,  Mr.  Mordaunt. 

Mr.  Harrison  then  submitted  that  Mr.  Mordaunt's  award 
could  not  be  binding,  because  the  umpire  ordered  the  rest 
of  the  oil  to  be  delivered,  while  admitting  that  the  quality 
was  not  up  to  sample. 

Mr.  Mordaunt,  of  Mordaunt  Bros.,  giving  evidence,  with 
samples  in  court,  said  that  the  oil  proposed  for  delivery- 
varied  slightly  in  colour  from  that  of  the  sample,  but  was 
the  same  in  quality.  So  slight  a  variation  did  not  matter, 
and  he  had  by  his  award  found  that  the  buyers  ought  to 
take,  delivery  of  the  balance  with  a  small  allowance  for 
the  variation.  He  did  not  think  he  had  gone  outside  the 
question  referred  to  him.  In  cross-examination,  Mr. 
Mordaunt  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  whether 
Mr.  Davis  saw  the  samples  in  question  or  not.  There  was 
nothing  to  tell  him  whether  the  samples  submitted  to  him 
as  umpire  were  contract  samples  or  not. 

Mr.  Justice  Scrutton  :  This  seems  to  me  to  have  been 
about  as  irregular  an  arbitration  as  City  arbitrations 
usually  are.    But  why  did  not  Mr.  Pintus  object? 

Mr.  Harrison  :  He  went  away  to  the  East  soon  after, 
but  as  soon  as  he  returned  he  did  object. 

Mr-  Harrison,  opening  the  defendants'  case  as  to  the 
pure  edible  nut  oil,  said  from  first  to  last  they  always 
wanted  oil  according  to  sealed  samples.  The  suggestion 
that  the  sample  in  Mr.  Pintus's  possession  had  bleached 
was  untenable,  because  defendants  had  kept  the  bottle  in 
a  cupboard.  Defendants  wanted  pale  oil,  and  the  oil 
delivered  was  quite  yellow  and  bad  in  taste.  The  arachide 
nut  oil  was  also  bad  in  quality,  and  after  subsale  to  Messrs. 
Klausner  they  had  to  refund  90  per  cent,  of  the  price. 
The  hearing  was  then  adjourned  until  Tuesday. 
On  the  resumption  of  the  hearing  Mr.  Harrison,  in  con- 
cluding his  address  for  the  defendants,  said  that  plaintiffs 
were  trying  to  get  out  of  the  contract  by  substituting  a 
different  sample  from  the  sealed  sample  in  the  defendants' 
possession. 

Mr.  Fritz  Pintus,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  defendant 
company,  giving  evidence,  said  Mr.  Klausner,  to  whom 
he  resold  some  of  the  arachide  nut  oil  purchased  from 
the  plaintiffs  under  a  contract  dated  January  4,  1909.  com- 
plained of  the  taste,  colour,  and  smell  of  the  oil.  He 
(witness)  saw  Mr.  Fuerst  about  it,  and  the  latter  said 
the  difference  in  colour  must  have  been  due  to  the  different 
bottle-glass.  Mr.  Fuerst  described  the  arachide  nut  oil 
to  him  (witness)  as  almost  edible,  free  from  acid,  and  so 
good  that  he  would  not  mind  having  it  at  his  own  table. 
Witness  was  also  examined  as  to  the  colour  of  the  oil, 
which  he  said  is  very  vital  to  this  class  of  oil.  All  buyers 
require  a  very  pale  oil— almost  white,  as  showing  the 
quality  of  the  grain  from  which  the  oil  has  been  pressed 
and  the  perfection  of  the  refining  process. 

Evidence  was  also  given  bv  Mr.  Knight,  manager  of  the 
seed-oil  department  of  the  Produce  Brokers'  Association, 
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and  by  Mr.  Oscar  Sommerfeld,  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
defendant  company.  _ 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  latter's  evidence,  Mr.  iscott 
said,  "  I  had  evidence,  my  Lord,  as  to  the  qualities  of 
these  oils." 

Mr.  Justice  Scrutton  :  Yes,  I  have  seen  Mr.  Otto  Hehner 
about  the  Court  for  two  or  three  days,  and  believed  I 
should  at  last  get  to  know  something  about  these  oils. 
But  I  do  not  now  wish  to  hear  any  further  evidence  as  to 
quality. 

Council  having  addressed  the  Court,  his  Lordship  de- 
sired time  to  consider  his  judgment. 

This  was  given  on  Wednesday,  when  his  Lordship, 
having  reviewed  the  case,  said  that,  like  most  cases  where 
a  quantity  of  goods  had  to  be  delivered  at  various  times 
and  delivery  was  for  some  reason  postponed,  the  case 
gave  rise  to  questions  of  considerable  difficulty  and  ulti- 
mately turned  on  a  careful  examination  of  dates.  Under 
the  contract  of  February  22,  which  formed  the  subject  of 
the  claim,  plaintiffs  sold  to  the  defendants  20  tons  of 
pure  edible  nut  oil  as  per  sealed  sample,  for  delivery  in 
equal  monthly  quantities,  defendants  to  give  due  notice 
of  requirements.  He  was  satisfied  that  considerable  im- 
portance was  attached  in  commercial  circles  to  the  colour 
of  this  kind  of  oil,  partly  because  it  indicated  the  con- 
dition of  the  nuts  from  w'hich  it  was  crushed,  and  partly 
because  retail  purchasers  preferred  a  paler  to  a  darker  oil. 
Delivery  was  made  of  three  barrels,  which  were  according 
to  sample,  and  then  ten  barrels  which,  on  the  corre- 
spondence, he  was  satisfied  were  not  up  to  sample.  He 
found  so  as  a  fact,  and  that  the.  difference  was  such  that 
by  commercial  usage,  compensation  could  be  made  by  an 
allowance.  The  buyers  could  have  succeeded  at  law,  but 
they  had  chosen  to  go  to  arbitration.  He  (his  Lordship) 
had  no  doubt  that  commercial  arbitrations  did  substantial 
justice,  although  they  proceeded  in  a  manner  which  was 
difficult  to  understand.  After  detailing  the  circumstances 
of  the  arbitration,  his  Lordship  went  on  to  say  that  he 
found  as  a  fact  that  the  award  was  accepted  by  both 
parties,  and  that  both  parties  waived  any  irregularities 
that  might  have  existed.  After  commenting  on  the 
manner  in  which  plaintiffs  had  sold  against  the  defendants, 
his  Lordship  said  the  result  was  that  in  his  view  the 
plaintiffs'  claim  failed,  but  in  case  the  matter  were  taken 
to  another  Court,  he  desired  to  say  that  in  his  view  the 
damages  would  have  been  65/.  As  to  the  counterclaim, 
there  was  no  evidence  of  an  exact  character  as  to  what  the 
tendered  sample  was  like,  but  he  was  not  satisfied  that 
there  was  any  variation  between  the  oil  delivered  and  the 
sample,  nor  was  he  satisfied  that  there  was  any 
allowance  made  by  defendants  to  Messrs.  Klausner, 
to  whom  they  resold  the  arachide  oil.  He  regarded 
the  whole  of  the  counterclaim  with  the  liveliest 
and,  he  thought,  most  well-founded  suspicion.  His 
Lordship  then  gave  judgment  for  the  defendants  on 
the  claim  without  costs,  and  judgment  for  the  plaintiffs 
on  the  counterclaim  without  costs,  except  as  to  that  part 
of  it  which  was  not  opened. 

[Messrs.  Fuerst  Bros,  inform  us  that  they  have  given 
notice  of  appeal.] 

Hommel's  H.ematogen. 

Mr.  Justice  Eve,  in  the  Chancery  Division  on  March  15, 
heard  a  motion  in  the  matter  of  "  Aktiengesellschaft 
Hommel's  Haematogen  v.  Hommel."  The  defendants 
were  Adolf  Hommel,  jun.,  Wilhelm  Hommel,  Max 
Goeschen,  and  A.  Hommel  &  Co.,  Ltd.  Plaintiff's  asked 
for  an  injunction  against  defendants  until  the  trial  of  the 
action  restraining  them  or  their  agents  from  selling,  or 
offering  for  sale,  advertising,  or  otherwise  disposing  of  any 
chemical  preparation  which  was  not  plaintiffs'  preparation 
under,  or  by  the  use  of,  the  name  "  Hommel's  Haematogen," 
or  by  the  words  "  Hommel  "  or  "  Haematogen." 

Mr.  Buckmaster,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Kerley  were  for  the 
plaintiffs,  while  Mr.  Walter,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Sebastian 
were  for  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Buckmaster  described  what  haematogen  is,  and  said 
that  the  plaintiffs  had  sold  the  preparation  continuously 
since  1893.  They  did  not  claim  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
word  "  Haematogen  "  because  it  is  a  descriptive  name, 


but  it  was  common  ground  that  "  haematogen "  as  at 
present  sold  is  largely  due  to  the  discovery  and  research  of 
Dr.  Adolf  Hommel,  whose  name  is  incorporated  in  the 
plaintiff  company.  The  preparation  is  now  acknowledged 
to  be  of  great  value ;  in  some  cases  medical  men  pre- 
scribe it  specifically,  the  average  yearly  sale  being  about. 
90.000  or  100.000  bottles.  The  'defendants,  proceeded 
counsel,  are  (1)  two  people  of  the  name  of  Hommel,  who 
are  nephews  of  Dr.  Hommel,  the  gentleman  responsible  for 
the  introduction  of  this  preparation ;  (2)  Max  Goeschen, 
who  had  become  associated  with  the  Hommels  financially ; 
and  (3)  a  limited  company.  Mr.  Adolf  Hommel  had  been, 
trained  as  an  engineer,  and  carried  on  that  profession 
until  1909,  when  he  began  to  sell  haematogen  in  Germany 
under  the  name  of  Adolf  Hommel,  jun.  This  he  was 
restrained  from  doing,  but  he  had  appealed  on  the  ground 
that  the  injunction  against  him  was  obtained  by  untruth- 
ful evidence.  He.  started  an  agency  in  this  country  for 
the  sale  of  haematogen  in  England,  as  he  was  entitled 
to  do  provided  that  he  took  care  to  distinguish  it  from 
that  sold  by  the  plaintiffs.  But  what  he  did  in  fact  was 
to  register  his  company  under  the  name  of  A.  Hommel  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  the  preparation.  There 
could,  suggested  counsel,  be  only  one  object  for  regis- 
tering the  company  in  that  name,  and  that  was  to  obtain, 
ready-made,  the  goodwill  built  up  by  another  person  of' 
the  same  name.  Counsel  added  that  Mr.  Hommel  had 
admitted  that  he  described  his  preparation  in  "  The 
Chemists'  Annual  "  as  "the  well-advertised  brand." 

Mr.  Walter  (interposing)  :  Yes,  with  the  H.  Ring  trade- 
mark. 

Mr.  Buckmaster  :  But  there  was  no  advertisement  of 
their  brand  of  haematogen  before  the  public  at  that  time. 
The  only  published  advertisements  were  ours,  the  plain- 
tiffs'. Proceeding,  counsel  said  that  afterwards  the  de-' 
fendants  circularised  a  large  number  of  chemists,  offering1 
to  insert  their  names  and  addresses  in  a  350?.  page  adver- 
tisement in  a  London  daily  newspaper.  Plaintiffs  had 
received  communications  from  297  chemists  stating  that 
they  were  misled  by  that  advertisement,  and,  apart  from 
the  advertisement,  plaintiffs  had  the  evidence  of  fifty- 
eight  other  people  who  were  misled  in  other  ways.  A 
number  of  people,  finding  they  had  been  deceived, 
cancelled  the  orders  they  had  given  to  the  defendants,  and' 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  their  preparation. 

Mr.  Walter  :  If  it  will  satisfy  my  friend's  clients  I  can 
say  that  we  do  not  intend  to  sell  our  product  as  Hommel's- 
haematogen  or  as  Dr.  Hommel's. 

His  Lordship  :  They  intend  to  sell  as  H.  Ring: 
haematogen  ? 

Mr.  Walter  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Buckmaster  :  But  they  intend  to  use  the  name 
Hommel. 

Mr.  Walter  :  Certainly,  that  is  Mr.  Adolf  Hommel's 
name. 

Mr.  Buckmaster  :  Other  people  have  tried  to  do  that 
sort  of  thing  and  have  failed. 

His  Lordship  :  I  can  see  nothing  unfair  in  a  man  get- 
ting all  the  advantages  he  can  accruing  from  his  name, 
providing  he  takes  proper  steps  to  prevent  confusion. 

Proceeding,  Mr.  Buckmaster  said  there  was  also  a  vast, 
amount  of  correspondence  relating  to  communications  sent 
by  his  clients  to  chemists,  and  in  almost  every  instance 
the  trader  stated  that  he  was  led  to  believe  from  the 
circular  he  had  received  from  the  defendants  that  the  goods 
introduced  to  him  were  the  preparation  of  Dr.  Hommel  and 
were  his  haematogen.  They  thought  that  the  alteration 
on  the  label  and  the  insertion  of  the  name  "  H.  Ring  " 
was  a  new  sign  for  plaintiffs'  goods.  Of  course,  when. 
they  found  out  their  mistake  they  cancelled  orders  given 
to  wholesale  houses  for  the  preparation.  It  was  also  put 
forth  by  the  defendants  that  the  H.  Ring  bottles  were  of. 
extra  size,  2s.  Qd. 

His  Lordship  said  there  was  not  always  confusion  when 
a  man  of  the  same  name  wished  to  put  on  the  market  an 
article  bearing  his  name,  even  if  that  name  had  been  used 
in  connection  with  a  similar  article  previously.  The  con- 
fusion was  obviated  by  the  man  doing  certain  things  to 
distinguish  his  goods  from  the  other  people's  of  the  same 
name. 
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Mr.  Buckmastex  said  his  particular  objection  was  to 
people  coming  to  this  country  and  starting  a  limited  com- 
pany with  the  same  name  as  his  (counsel's)  clients.  The 
name  was,  in  fact,  a  great  asset,  although  it  could  not  be 
realised. 

Mr.  Walter  said  the  defendants  did  not  sell  "  Hommel's 
ha?matogen,"  but  the  lnematogen  manufactured  by  Horn- 
tnel  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Mr.  Buckmaster,  arguing  against  the  use  of  the  name 
"  Hommel,"  contended  that  directly  a  company  was 
formed  it  ceased  to  be  associated  with  the  individual,  and 
became  a  corporate  thing  altogether. 

His  Lordship  then  endeavoured  to  bring  the  parties  to 
a,  settlement  until  the  trial  of  the  action.  He  said  that 
at  some  time  or  other  this  matter  would  have  to  be 
thoroughly  gone  into.  Supposing  he  fixed  an  early  date 
for  the  hearing  of  the  action,  could  not  the  defendants 
arrange  to  affix  to  their  goods  a  label  stating  that  they  had 
no  connection  with  the  Dr.  Hommel  who  also  manufac- 
tured hai'inatogen?    That  could  be  done  without  prejudice. 

Mr.  Walter  said  it  had  been  held  that  that  was  not  suffi- 
cient, for  the  distinction  did  not  carry  the  matter  any 
further.  Then  there  were  difficulties  about  the  adver- 
tisements. 

His  Lordship  :  Oh,  there  are  various  ways  

Mr.  Buckmaster  :  I  don't  know  how  far  this  suggestion 
will  suit  my  friends.  These  defendants  had  better  call 
themselves  the  "H.  Ring  Company,"  and  let  the  whole 
■thing  drop.  As  long  as  they  don't  sell  the  goods  as 
Hommel's  haomatogen  we  will  not  trouble  them. 

Mr.  Walter  said  he  could  not  agree  to  that. 

An  attempt  at  a  settlement  pending  the  trial  of  the  action 
was  not  successful,  and  the  hearing  of  the  motion  pro- 
ceeded. 

Mr.  Buckmaster  then  read  affidavits  by  a  large  number 
of  chemists,  who  stated  they  were  at  first  deceived  by  the 
similarity  of  defendants'  preparation  and  wrapper  and 
bottle  to  those  of  the  plaintiffs'.  Answering  affidavits 
were  read  by  Mr.  Walter,  following  which  Mr.  Kerley 
addressed  the  Court  for  the  plaintiffs.  He  emphasised 
the  fact  that  practically  300  people  had  stated  that  they 
were  deceived,  and  those  people  were  in  the  business,  and 
were  not  so  likely  to  be  deceived  as  the  general  public. 
That  was,  he  contended,  sufficient  to  show  that  the  in- 
junction should  be  granted. 

Mr.  Walter  said  there  was  no  doubt  about  this,  that  his 
clients  were  entitled  to  sell  hamiatogen  and  to  advertise 
it.  More,  than  that,  they  were  not  only  entitled  to  adver- 
tise it  as  h&matogen,  but  they  could  call  it  Hommel's 
haematogen,  and  could  not  be  restrained  from  doing  that 
simply  because  a  number  of  people  jumped  to  the  con- 
clusion when  they  saw  it  that  it  was  the  preparation  of 
another  firm  of  the  same  name.  His  contention  was  that 
the  people  who  had  stated  that  they  were  deceived  by  the 
defendants'  goods  had  made  that  statement  because  they 
feared  legal  proceedings.  He  could  not  refer  too  strongly 
to  the  fact  that  what~the  plaintiffs  wanted  to  do  was  to 
stop  the  defendants  from  using  their  name,  and  that 
they  could  not  do,  he  submitted,  and  his  contention  was 
'  backed  by  many  authorities  on  that  question.  Defen- 
dants had  always  endeavoured  in  their  advertisements 
to  direct  the  reader's  attention  to  their  trade-mark  "  H. 
Ring  " — in  fact,  in  some  of  their  advertisements  they  had  a 
finger  pointing  directly  at  that  trade-mark.  Surely  that 
was  a  proof  that  the  defendants  were  endeavouring  to 
do  an  honest  business? 

The  hearing  was  adjourned  until  Friday,  March  22. 


BANKRUPTCY  REPORT. 

Re  William  Desmond  Noble.  Well  Street,  Cable 
Street,  E.,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — This  case  came  before 
Mr.  Registrar  Brougham  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court 
last  week,  in  relation  to  the  public  examination  of  the 
debtor,  who  failed  last  September  with  liabilities  362/.  Is.  bd. 
against,  assets  valued  at  45/.  It  transpired  that  a  proposal 
was  being  prepared  by  the  debtor  for  the  arrangement  of 
his  affairs,  and  would  shortly  be  submitted  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  creditors,  and  would  probably  provide  for  pay- 
ment of  a  composition  of  10s.  in  the  pound.  The  sitting 
was  further  adjourned  until  April  26. 


DEED  OF  ARRANGEMENT. 


Saul,  William  John  Snllllto,  103  Palmerston  Road, 
Southsea,  Hants.  Chemist— Trustee :  H.  B.  Morris,  Pearl 
Buildings,  Commercial  Road,  Portsmouth.  Dated,  March  11 : 
filed,  March  15.  Secured  creditors,  25/.;  liabilities  un- 
secured, 923/.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  351/.  The  creditors 
include  F.  Newbery  &  Sons,  Ltd.  (30/.)  ;  R.  J.  Reuter  (10/.) : 
Ingram  &  Royle,  Ltd.  (10/.)  ;  Mrs.  Saul,  Crickhowell,  South 
Wales  (302/.);  Miss  Saul,  Crickhowell  (76/.);  Camwal,  Ltd., 
Mitcham  (11/.) ;  F.  White,  Southsea  (25/.). 


GAZETTE. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Betts,  R.  S.,  and  Robinson,  R.  H.,  Wellington  Road  and 
Holdenhursfc  Road,  Bournemouth,  doctors,  surgeons,  and 
physicians,  under  the  style  of  Betts  &  Robinson. 

Lange,  V.,  and  Yeomans,  P.,  Tenby,  Haverfordwest,  and 
Fishguard,  Pembroke,  lartificial-teeth  manufacturers, 
under  the  style  of  Lange  &  Yeomans. 

Mann,  W.  S.,  and  Potts,  W.  A.,  Edgbaston,  Birmingham, 
surgeons,  under  the  style  of  Mann  &  Potts. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Orders. 

Orr,  J.  R.  H..  Merton  Road,  Wimbledon,  lately  Sutherland 
Avenue,  Paddington,  Elgin  Avenue,  Paddington,  .and 
Effra  Road,  Brixton,  doctor  of  medicine. 

Powell,  B.  W.,  1  Albion  Place,  London.  S.E.,  but  whose 
place  of  residence  the  petitioning  creditors  are  unable  to 
ascertain,  agent,  and  now  or  lately  secretary  to  a  com- 
pany of  patent-medicine  manufacturers. 

Adjudications. 

Collings,  R.,  South  Street,  New  North  Road,  Islington, 

drug-vendor  and  dental  mechanic. 
Orr,  J.  R.  H.  Merton  Road,  Wimbledon,  lately  Sutherland 

Avenue,  Paddington,  Elgin  Avenue.  Paddington,  and 

Effra  Road,  Brixton,  doctor  of  -medicine. 

Trust  Deed. 

Little,  George,  High  Street,  Moffat,  chemist  and  druggist, 

BUSINESS  CHANGES. 

Notes  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  should  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 

The  Belle  Vue  Pharmacy,  24  Belle  Yue  Road.  Rams- 
gate,  has  been  reopened  by  Messrs.  H.  Stanley  &  Co. 

Mr.  J.  C.  White  has  disposed  of  his  business  at  High 
Street,  Ibstock,  through  the  agency  of  Messrs.  Brett  & 
Co.,  of  Leicester. 

Messrs.  Corrie,  MacColl  &  Son  are  removing  from 
Dunster  House,  Mincing  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  to  23  St. 
Dunstan's  Hill,  E.C. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Mallinson,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of 
Folkestone,  has  taken  over  a  pharmacy  at  92  Kirkdale. 
LTpper  Sydenham,  London,  S.E. 

Messrs.  Markt  &  Co.  (London),  Ltd.,  6  City  Road, 
London,  E.G.,  intimate  that  after  March  25  their  address 
will  be  98-100  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C. 

Mr.  E.  Highton,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  disposed  of 
his  business  at  37  Granville  Road,  Blackburn,  to  Mr. 
W.  H.  Lightbown,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Tynemouth. 

Mr.  A.  Mortimer,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Wood- 
lands Pharmacy,  Ilford,  London,  E.,  is  opening  a  new 
business  at  St.  James'  Pharmacy,  Leeds  Road,  Harrogate. 

Messrs.  Marshall  &  French  have  removed  from 
o7  Mincing  Lane,  E.C,  to  11-12  Great  Tower  Street  (facing 
Mincing  Lane).    Telephone  number  altered  to  Avenue  204. 

Mr.  R,  B.  Hodder,  Ph.C,  formerly  of  Messrs.  Glaisyer 
&  Kemp's,  Brighton,  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr. 
C.  R.  Stedman,  pharmacist,  High  Street,  Rotherfield. 
Sussex. 

Mr.  Geo.  Thompson,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  has 
for  some  years  carried  on  business  at  173  Bradford  Road. 
Huddersfield,  is  succeeded  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Brett,  chemist  and 
druggist,  late  with  Messrs.  Thompson  &  Capper.  Hudders- 
field. The  transfer  was  effected  through  Mr.  H.  H.  Smith, 
valuer,  Leeds. 
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LIMITED  COMPANIES. 


New  Companies  Registered. 

The  letters  P.C.  mean  Private  Company  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Companies  Act,  1907,  and  R.O.,  Registered  Office. 

Kiope,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  2,000/.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects: 
To  take  over  the  business  of  manufacturing  and  dealing  in 
certain  medicinal  remedies  known  as  Kiope,  and  to  adopt 
an  agreement  with  Francis  Forbes  and  Emily  S.  Watkins. 
R.O.,  19  St.  Bride  Street,  E.C. 

Dublin  Bottle  Works  Co.,  Ltd  (P.C). — Registered  in 
Dublin.  Capital  2,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire 
and  carry  on  the  business  of  glass-bottle  makers  and  makers 
of  articles  of  blown  glass  carried  on  at  Dublin  by  J.  Beckett, 
J.  W.  Beckett,  and  A.  Cassidy  as  the  "  Dublin  Bottle  Works 
Co."  The  first  directors  are  J.  Beckett  and  J.  W.  Beckett. 
R.O.,  Barrow  Street,  Ringsend. 

Calorolac,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  50,000/.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  manufacturers 
of  and  dealers  in  chemical  products  and  compounds,  soap 
and  oil  merchants,  etc.,  and  to  adopt  an  agreement  with 
the  Fisher  Fuel  Economiser,  Ltd.  (incorporated  under  laws 
of  Canada).  The  first  directors  are  R.  B.  Lyness  (managing 
director),  A.  Leighton,  and  R.  Russell. 

I.  D.  L.  Industrials,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  1,000/.,  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  from  J.  Cowens  all  rights 
in  the  preparation  known  as  "  Keebrite,"  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  oil  and  colourmen,  etc. 
The  subscribers  and  first  directors  are  J.  Cowens,  Consett 
Chambers,  Pilgrim  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  merchant, 
and  T.  Woof,  Caister  House,  34  Bromley  Road,  Catford, 
London,  S.E.,  engineer. 

" Henderson  Island  (P.C). — Capital  40,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  James  Watt  and 
James  Banks,  and  to  prospect,  search,  and  explore  any 
territories  in  any  part  of  the  world  for  phosphate,  guano, 
carbonate  of  lime,  etc.  The  subscribers  are  James  Watt, 
W.S.,  28  Charlotte  Square,  Edinburgh;  Sir  John  Murray, 
Challenger  Lodge,  Wardie;  and  James  Banks,  Smiddy- 
banks,  St.  Margaret's  Hone,  Orkney. 

A.  D.  Chester  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  3.000/.,  in  1/. 
shares  (2,000  cumulative  preference).  Objects:  To  cany  on 
the  business  of  chemical  merchants,  drysalters,  importers  of 
and  dealers  in  drugs,  herbs,  roots,  pharmaceutical,  medi- 
cinal, chemical,  industrial,  and  other  preparations,  etc.  The 
subscribers  are  E.  S.  Spencer,  10  Vanbrugh  Park  Road, 
Blackheath,  S.E.,  manufacturing  chemist:  A.  D.  Chester, 
83  Loughborough  Road,  Brixton,  chemical  merchant;  and 
J.  Flavell,  17  Crescent  Lane,  Clapham,  S.W.,  merchant. 


(Company  News. 

F.  E.  Yorke,  Ltd. — A  notice  of  the  appointment  of  H.  P. 
Brodie,  Burslem,  Staffs,  as  receiver  or  manager,  on 
February  29,  has  been  filed  at  Somerset  House. 

A.  &  F.  Pears,  Ltd. — The  directors  have  resolved  to 
declare  for  the  six  months  ended  December  31,  1911,  an 
interim  dividend  on  the  preference  shares  at  the  rate  of 
6  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  on  the  ordinary  shares  at  the 
rate  of  8  per  cent,  per  annum. 

United  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd. — The  report  for  the  past  year 
states  that,  after  transferring  15.000/.  to  debenture  redemp- 
tion fund,  the  accounts  show  a  net  profit  of  306,970/.,  with 
58,669/.  brought  forward.  The  directors  recommend  a  divi- 
dend of  4s.  per  share  (  =  2  per  cent.)  on  the  ordinary  shares. 
The  decrease  in  profits,  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
is  6,996/. 

Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd. — The  annual  meeting  of 
shareholders  wais  held  at  46  Southwark  Street,  London,  S.E., 
on  Friday,  March  15,  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Charles  Umney, 
F.I.C,  F.C.S.)  presiding.  The  report  of  the  directors  (see 
€.  <£•  D.,  March  9,  index  folio  352)  was  received  and  adopted. 
Mr.  Charles  Umney  was  re-elected  a  director  and  chairman 
of  the  company,  and  the  auditors  and  accountants  (Messrs. 
Evans.  Fripp,  Deed  &  Co.)  were  reappointed. 

Australian  Association  of  British  Manufacturers  held 
its  first  annual  meeting  in  Melbourne  on  February  23.  The 
report  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1911,  states  that  the 
membership  is  169,  representing  629  British  manufacturers. 
The  matters  that  have  been  under  consideration  by  the 
executive  council  are  the  duty  on  electrical  machinery,  cata- 
logue duty,  Queensland  income-tax,  post-office  contracts,  and 
agencies.  The  Queensland  Commissioner  of  Taxes  claims 
to  levy  income-tax  on  the  manufacturing  profit  on  goods 
sold  in  Queensland  through  an  agent  visiting  the  State. 
The  amount  received  in  subscriptions,  etc.,  was  254/.  12s., 
and  expenses  177/.  10s.  2d. 


Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Ltd. — The  report  for  1911 
shows  a  profit  of  88,815/.,  compared  with  87,873/.  in  1910. 
After  adding  11,353/.,  undivided  profit  brought  forward,  and 
deducting  28,125/.,  dividend  of  15s.  per  share  paid  last 
September,  a  sum  of  72,044/.  remained  for  disposal.  The 
directors  recommend  writing  off  15,000/.  for  depreciation, 
placing  5,000/.  to  the  pension  fund,  applying  42,187/.  in  pay- 
ment of  a  final  dividend  of  22.s.  6c/.  per  share,  free  of  tax, 
thus  making  37s.  6c/.  per  share  for  1911,  and  carrying  forward 
the  remaining  9,856/.  Mr.  Edward  Tapply,  the  company's 
export  manager,  has  been  elected  by  the  directors  to  the 
vacant  directorship  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Pearse. 

Barclay  &  Sons,  Ltd. — The  sixteenth  annual  report  and 
balance-sheet,  to  be  submitted  to  the  shareholders  at  the 
general  meeting  to  be  held  at  95  Farringdon  Street  on 
March  29,  states  that  the  business  in  all  departments  has- 
increased,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  serious  fire  of 
November  last,  which  disorganised  the  company's  arrange- 
ments, the  profits  would  have  been  considerably  ahead  of 
last  year,  instead  of  showing  a  falling-off.  The  year's 
profit,  including  280/.  brought  forward,  is  2,987/.,  out  of 
which  has  been  paid  the  interest  on  debentures  and  interim 
dividend  on  the  preference  shares  (1,300/.),  leaving  a  balance 
of  1,687/.,  which  the  directors  recommend  should  be  applied 
as  follows :  To  provide  six  months'  dividend  on  5  per  cent, 
preference  shares  to  December  31,  1911  (652/.)  ;  one  year's 
dividend,  at  8rZ.  per  share,  on  ordinary  shares  to  Decem- 
ber 31,  1911  (639/.) ;  to  write  off  capital  expenditure  (196/.)  ; 
to  carry  forward  (200/.).  The  retiring  director  is  Mr.  R.  H. 
Groves,  who,  being  eligible,  offers  himself  for  re-election. 
An  extraordinary  general  meeting  will  also  be  held  on  the 
same  day  for  the  purpose  of  making  some  alterations  in 
the  articles  of  association,  including  the  appointment  of  an 
additional  director,  Mr.  Lindsay  Barclay. 

The  United  Chemists'  Association,  Ltd. — The  directors 
have  issued  their  second  annual  report  to  the  shareholders, 
which  states  that  the  year  which  ended  on  December  24, 
1911,  showed  a  marked  increase  in  turnover,  especially  the 
section  dealing  with  "  Ucal  "  specialities,  in  regard  to  which 
the  demand  taxed  the  Sheffield  premises  to  the  utmost,  so 
that  the  directors  found  it  necessary  to  secure  a  freehold 
property  with  ample  room  for  extension,  which  they  say 
will  prove  of  great  advantage  in  storing,  manufacturing, 
handling,  and  despatching  goods.  The  trading  account  for 
the  year  shows  a  profit  of  532/.  12s.  4cZ.,  which,  with  a  balance 
from  last,  account  amounting  to  46/.  16s.  Id.  and  17s.  bd.  by 
transfer-fees,  makes  a  total  of  580/.  5s.  11c/.,  off  which  have 
to  be  deducted  directors'  travelling  expenses  69/.  Is.  Id. 
and  20/.  for  the  secretary's  salary,  leaving  a  balance  of 
491/.  4s.  4cZ.  From  this  the  directors  recommend  a  dividend 
of  5  per  cent,  upon  all  shares,  leaving  317/.  5s.  6cZ.  to  be 
carried  forward.  The  balance-sheet  shows  that  of  the 
nominal  capital,  15,000/.  in  5/.  shares,  there  have  been  issued 
500  founders'  shares  and  235  ordinary  shares,  upon  which 
2.639/.  10s.  has  been  paid.  Sundry  creditors  represent 
2,385/.  19s.  9c/.,  and  175/.  15s.  3cZ.  is  due  to  the  bankers.  The 
property  and  assets  consist  of  preliminary  expenses  account, 
268/.  19s.  Id. ;  trade-marks,  etc.,  181/.  12s. ;  plant,  fixtures, 
office  furniture,  etc.,  237/.  9s.  bd. ;  stock,  2,713/.  16s.  Id. ; 
sundry  debtors,  2,283/.  Is.  3d. ;  and  cash  in  hand,  11.  lis.  5cZ. 
The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  company 
was  to  be  held  at  Cannon  Street  Hotel,  London,  E.C,  on 
Thursday,  March  21,  at  3.30  p.m.,  too  late  for  reporting 
in  this  issue,  which,  owing  to  the  coal  strike,  is  again  going 
to  press  earlier  than  usual. 

Capsuloids,  Ltd. — In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High 
Court,  London,  before  Mr.  Justice  Warrington  on  March  15, 
Mr.  Draper  moved  on  behalf  of  Opera  Omnia,  Ltd.,  who 
were  the  plaintiffs  in  an  action  against  Capsuloids  (1909), 
Ltd..  for  a  receiver  and  manager.  Counsel  said  that,  owing 
to  an  oversight,  the  notice  of  motion  stated  that  the  motion 
would  come  on  before  Mr.  Justice  Parker. — His  Lordship: 
You  must  serve  a  fresh  notice  of  motion,  unless  you  can 
make  out  a  strong  cx-parte  case. — Mr.  Draper  said  he 
thought  he  could  do  that.  The  application  was  made  on 
the  ground  that  the  assets  of  the  defendant  company  were 
in  jeopardy.    The  plaintiff  company  was  incorporated  in 

1910,  and  carried  on  business  as  manufacturers  of  toilet  pre- 
parations. They  were  the  holders  of  all  the  debentures 
issued  by  the  defendants,  amounting  to  1,500/.  The 
defendant  company  was  incorporated  in  1909  with  a  capital 
of  78,000/.,  and  their  business  was  that  of  manufacturers  of 
chemicals,  drugs,  medicines,  and  surgical  instruments. 
Under  the  conditions  of  the  debentures  the  principal  moneys 
secured  thereby  became  payable  on  December  31  in  the  years 

1911.  1912,  and  1913,  or  on  such  earlier  date  as  the  prin- 
cipal moneys  might  become  payable  under  other  conditions 
endorsed  on  the  debentures.  The  first  of  the  debentures, 
which  became  due  on  December  31  last,  had  been  paid, 
but  no  interest  had  been  received  by  the  plaintiffs  on  any 
of  the  debentures.  Mr.  Baring  Gould,  the  chairman  of  the 
plaintiff   company,    stated  in    his   affidavit   that  he  was 
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informed  by  the  London  manager  of  Messrs.  Duncan. 
Flockhavt  &  Co.  that  his  firm  had  obtained  judgment  against 
the  defendant  company  for  the  sum  of  300/.  for  costs  in  recent 
litigation. — His  Lordship  :  I  see  from  the  conditions  that 
you  can  enforce  the  debentures  if  interest  is  in  arrear  for 
two  calendar  months.  Have  you  given  the  defendants 
notice? — Mr.  Draper:  No.  There  has  not  been  any  distress 
or  execution  put  in  as  yet. — His  Lordship:  Execution  may 
be  issued  at  any  time  under  the  judgment? — Mr.  Draper: 
Yes.  I  understand  that  the  defendants  have  contracts  run- 
ning, and  that  it  is  advisable  to  appoint  a  manager.  I 
submit  that  tho  plaintiffs  have  made  out  a  clear  case  that 
"their  debenture  security  is  in  jeopardy,  and  I  ask  for  the 
appointment  of  a  receiver. — His  Lordship :  Supposing 
execution  is  levied  between  now  and  next  week,  the  execu- 
tion creditor  will  get  the  assets? — Mr.  Draper:  Yes,  that  is 
•our  difficulty.  Our  debentures  are  for  a  large  amount. — His 
Lordship  said  he  thought  ho  ought  to  appoint  a  receiver 
until  March  22,  subject  to  the  production  of  a  proper 
affidavit  of  fitness.  The  receiver  would  be  at  liberty  to  act 
at  once,  the  plaintiffs  undertaking  to  be  responsible  for  his 
receipts.  His  Lordship  added  he  could  not  appoint  a 
manager  of  the  defendants'  business  ex  'parte,  but  he  gave 
tho  plaintiffs  leave  to  serve  a  fresh  notice  of  motion  for 
March  22,  when  the  matter  could  again  be  brought  before 
him. 

BIRTHS. 

Arnott. — At  650  Alexandra  Parade,  Glasgow,  on 
March  17,  the  wife  of  David  Arnott,  chemist  and  druggist, 
•of  a  daughter. 

Cooke.— At  the  Medical  Hall,  Gorey,  on  March  18,  the 
wife  of  James  E.  Cooke,  L.P.S.I.,  of  a  daughter. 

Demuth.— At  49  Carleton  Hill,  St.  John's  Wood,  N.W., 
-on  March  19,  the  wife  of  Rudolph  Demuth,  of  a  daughter. 

Kerr. — At  the  Ulster  Medical  Hall,  Clones,  on  Feb- 
ruary 26,  the  wife  of  J.  J.  Kerr,  Ph.C,  of  a  daughter. 

Llewellin. — At  Hamilton  Terrace,  Mil  ford  Haven,  on 
March  14,  the  wife  of  J.  Howard  Llewellin,  F.S.M.C., 
■chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  daughter. 


DEATHS. 

Back.— At  92  Albany  Street,  London,  N.W.,  on 
March  15,  Mr.  George  Back,  of  George  Back  &  Co., 
13  Devonshire  Square,  London,  E.C.  Mr.  Back's 
■firm  is  known  to  the  drug-trade  on  account  of  a  special 
whisky  for  diabetic  persons,  while  Mr.  Back  was  the 
founder  of  the  St.  Vincent  Association,  the  members  of 
which  are  exhibitors  at  medical  and  pharmaceutical 
•exhibitions. 

Blain. — At  66  Garrick  Street,  Liverpool,  on  March  14, 
Mr.  Arbuthnbt  Harrison  Blain,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
■eighty -one.  Mr.  Blain  was  one  of  the  oldest  chemists  in 
Liverpool. 

Chree.—  At  53  Londcn  Road,  Reigate,  on  March  13, 
Mr.  John  Strachan  Chree,  chemist  and  druggist,  who 
passed  the  Minor  examination  in  July  1891,  when  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  Mr.  Chree  served  his  apprentice- 
ship with  the  late  Mr.  Alexander  Strachan,  Aberdeen, 
and  at  the  end  of  it  went  to  Messrs.  Davies  &  Shepherd, 
Chester.  After  qualifying  he  had  some  experience  in 
London,  and  thereafter*  was  assistant  to  Mr.  Henry  Ball, 
Ph.C.  Southport.  He  acquired  there  an  excellent  experi- 
ence in  pharmacy,  and  made  a  special  study  of  radio- 
graphy and  did  a  good  deal  of  ar-ray  work  for  Southport 
Infirmary  and  privately.  About  four  years  ago  he  pur- 
chased the  business  in  London  Road,  Reigate,  which  he 
carried  on  very  successfully.  He  had  been  in  failing 
health  for  the  past  two  years,  and  leaves  a  widow  and 
one  son. 

Fowlds.—  At  the  Victoria  Hospital,  Keighley,  on 
March  14,  Eddie,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  Wm.  Fowlds,  chemist 
'  and  druggist,  Ingrow  Bridge,  Keighley,  aged  eighteen. 

Gerrie.— At  a  nursing  home,  Aberdeen,  on  March  16 
Mr.  John  Gerrie,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Strachan  & 
Gerrie,  Rosemount  Place,  Aberdeen,  aged  thirty-two 
After  serving  his  apprenticeship  with  the  late  Mr 
Alexander  Strachan.  Mr.  Gerrie  was  with  Messrs.  Savory 
&  Moore,  London,  for  two  years,  and  returned  to  Aber- 


deen to  become  a  partner  with  Strachan,  and  took  over 
the  business  when  Mr.  Strachan  died  in  1906.  Our  Aber- 
deen correspondent  writes  :  "  Mr.  Gerrie  underwent  an 
operation  of  a  minor  nature  early  in  March,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  an  attack  of  pneumonia.  He  was  of  a  quiet  but 
attractive  disposition  and  had  many  friends.  He  was  a 
faithful  supporter  of  everything  tending  to  the  improve- 
ment of  pharmacy  and  the  conditions  under  which  it  is  prac- 
tised, and  his  early  death  is  deeply  mourned  by  a  large 
circle  of  business  friends.  He  was  buried  at  Kemnay  on 
Wednesday,  when  a  number  of  Aberdeen  pharmacists  were 
present  to  pay  their  last  respects." 

Holliday. — At  18  High  Street,  Warwick,  on  March  18, 
Mr.  John  Holliday,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  fifty-six. 

Olcott. — On  March  2,  at  Rome,  Mr.  George  N.  Olcott, 
Ph.D.,  only  son  of  Mr.  George  M.  Olcott,  of  the  Dodge  & 
Olcott  Co.,  New  York  and  London,  aged  forty-three.  Mr. 
Olcott  was  a  prof essor  of  Columbia  University,  temporarily 
attached  to  the  American  School  for  Classical  Studies  in 
Rome.  He  was  engaged  in  preparing  a  lexicon  of  Latin 
inscriptions  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Stevens. — On  March  9,  Mr.  Andrew  Stevens,  chemist 
and  druggist,  52  Church  Street,  Falmouth,  aged  seventy- 
one.  Mr.  Stevens  had  been  in  business  in  the  town  for 
over  forty  years. 

Thirlby. — At  Leicester,  on  March  18,  Mr.  William 
Thirlby,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty-five.  He  had 
been  in  business  in  Leicester  upwards  of  thirty  years.  As 
a  member  of  the  Leicester  Chemists'  Association  he  took 
an  active  interest  in  its  affairs.  A  portrait  and  biography 
of  him  were  printed  in  the  C.  ct-  D.  January  28,  1911. 

Wagler. — On  March  15,  at  his  residence,  7  Acre  Lane, 
Brixton,  London,  S.W.,  Mr.  Eugen  Karl  Theodor  Wagler, 
drug-merchant,  of  62  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C,  aged  sixty- 
eight.  Mr.  Wagler  died  suddenly  after  a  short  illness,  the 
immediate  cause  of  death  being  cardiac  failure.  The 
deceased  was  a  native  of  Nuremberg,  Germany,  where  he 
served  his  apprenticeship  to  the  drug-trade.  As  a  young 
man  he  came  to  London  about  forty  years  ago,  finding 
employment  in  the  export  drug-house  of  the  late  Mr. 
H.  C.  Schneidt.  Subsequently  he  became  associated  with 
Messrs.  Rossel,  Fehr  &  Fromm,  who  dealt  largely  in 
drugs,  oils,  spices,  dyewoods,  etc.  The  sound  knowledge 
of  drugs  which  he  thus  acquired  enabled  him  later  to 
commence  business  on  his  own  account  in  the  City,  which 
he  was  conducting  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  leaves  a 
widow  and  two  daughters. 


WILLS  PROVEN. 

Mr.  John  Raitt,  registered  druggist,  Stranolar,  co. 
Donegal,  left  personal  estate  valued  at  8,605/. 

Mr.  Frederick  Freeman,  chemist  and  druggist,  20  Loveday 
Road,  Ealing,  London,  W.,  who  died  on  January  9,  left 
estate  valued  at  826/.  4s.  5d.  gross,  with,  net  personaltv 
804/.  17s.  8d. 

Mr.  John  Rocliffe,  J. P.,  Easingwold,  formerly  with 
Messrs.  Butterfield  &  Clarke,  wholesale  chemists,  who  died 
on  January  31,  aged  seventv-nine,  left  estate  valued  at 
4,899/.  13*.  Id.  gross,  with  net  personaltv  1,402/.  8s.  Id. 

Mr.  Wilfrid  Hill,  Ph.C  7  Heath  Road,  Ashton-in- 
Makerfield,  who  died  on  February  15,  intestate,  left  estate 
valued  at  2,400/.  18s.  lQd.  gross,  with  net  personaltv 
2,325/.  8s.  Id. 

Mr.  David  Simpson,  83  Belgrave  Road,  Liverpool,  chemist 
and  druggist,  formerly  with  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  & 
Webb,  Ltd.,  who  died  on  January  28,  intestate,  left  estate- 
valued  at  1,211/.  10s.  4(7.  gross,  with  net  personaltv 
1,196/.  Is.  4cZ. 

Mr.  Thomas  Pebardy,  23  Church  Row.  Hampstead. 
London,  N.W.,  and  59  Grays  Inn  Road,  W.C.,  who  died 
on  February  15,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  47,909/.  Is.  7(7.. 
of  which  the  net  personaltv  has  been  sworn  at 
37,130/.  lis.  lid 

Mr.  Edward  Mickle,  Stanley  Villa,  Exelby,  near  Bedale. 
and  formerly  of  Liverpool,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  died 
on  February  10.  left  estate  valued  at  2,917/.  8s.  gross,  with 
net  personalty  970/.  9s.  lOd. 

Mr.  Walter  Strickland  Bird,  Coomb©  Lodge,  High 
Wycombe,  formerly  representative  of  Messrs.  Smith  &  Sons, 
wholesale  druggists,  of  Norwich,  and  partner  in  the  Auto- 
type Co.,  of  New  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.C.,  and  who 
died  on  February  5.  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of 
14,229/.  lis.  5d.,  of  which  14,198/.  5s.  lid.  is  net  personaltv. 
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Contracts. 


Notification  has  been  received  of  the  acceptance  of  the 
following  contracts  : 

Amersham  Guardians.— Mr.  T.  R.  Phillips,  Amersham, 
for  cod-liver  oil. 

Camberwell  Borough  Council— Burt,  Boulton  &  Hay- 
wood, Ltd.,  for  permanganate  of  potash  at  1/.  19s.  per  cwt. ; 
Forbes,  Abbott  &  Lennard,  Ltd.,  carbolic-powder  (guaran- 
teed 15  per  cent,  of  95  to  97  per  cent,  commercial  liquid 
carbolic  acid),  3/.  2s.  bd.  per  ton  ;  Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  formalin 
tablets,  2s.  2(7.  per  lb.  ;  sulphur  candles  (Kingzett's), 
sample  B  18s.  per  cwt,.,  sample  A  1/.  5s.  per  cwt. ;  Eucryl, 
Ltd.,  "Eucrvl"  crude  disinfecting-fluid,  4s.  bd.  per  gal. 
Livett,  Frank  &  Son,  Ltd.,  for  sponges:  honeycomb, 
16s.  bd.  lb. ;  sheepswool,  10s.  lb.  ;  and  velvet,  7s.  lb. 

Cannock  Guardians.— Mr.  D.  W.  Clark,  Cannock,  for 
methylated  spirit  at  3s.  per  gal. ;  spitting-cups,  3s.  bd.  doz. ; 
feeding-cups,  2s.  doz.  ;  urine-bottles,  13s.  doz.  ;  bed-pans, 
28s.  bd.  doz. ;  ditto  (children's),  22s.  doz.  Mr.  A.  E.  Fereday, 
chemist,  Cannock,  borax,  2^(7.  lb. ;  paraffin  oil,  lid.  gal. ; 
washing  soda,  3s.  8d.  cwt.  ;  feeding-bottles,  5s.  id.  doz. ; 
cottonwool,  lid.  lb.  :  lint.  Is.  3(7.  lb.  ;  linseed-meal, 
3(7.  lb. ;  fuller's  earth,  3i(7.  lb.  ;  castor  oil,  4s.  gal. ; 
grey  wool,  Is.  Id.  ;  olive  oil,  6s.  gal.  Mr.  T.  W.  Garland, 
Ph.C.,  Cannock,  thermometers,  Is.  4£(7.  each :  turpentine, 
4s.  gal.  Needham,  Ltd.,  Cannock,  sanitas,  10(7.  per  bot. ; 
Jeyes'  fluid,  4s.  gal.  ;  brimstone,  1^(7.  lb.  ;  cod-liver  oil, 
6s.  gal. 

Croydon  Guardians. — Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Co.  and 
Bovril,  Ltd.,  for  meat  extracts. 

Dartford  Urban  Council. — Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  for 
drugs  and  druggists'  sundries;  Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  dis- 
infecting-fluid. 

Ealing  Town  Council. — For  iannual  supplies :  Burt, 
Boulton  &  Haywood,  Ltd.,  for  carbolated  creosote  and  pink 
carbolic-powder;  Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  crude  sanitas, 
formalin,  and  formalin  tablets. 

Fulham  Borough  Council. — For  annual  supplies  of  dis- 
infectants: Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  carbolic-acid  powder,  6s.  per 
cwt.  ;  perchloride  of  mercury,  3s.  id.  per  lb.  ;  sanitas  soluble 
blocks,  21.  19s.  per  hundred ;  crude  sanitas,  3s.  bd.  per 
gal.:  sanitas  powder  (Id.  pkts.),  7s.  2d.  per  gross;  do.  (Is. 
tins),  9s.  per  doz.  ;  disinfecting  fluid,  3s.  bd.  per  gal. ; 
sanitas  soap  (No.  2),  11.  8s.  per  cwt.  Middleton  Bros., 
chloride  of  ammonium.  3j(7.  per  lb.  :  permanganate  of 
potash,  4-J-(Z.  per  lb.  Newton.  Chambers  &  Co..  Ltd.,  dis- 
infecting fluid,  3s.  bd.  per  gal.  McDougall  Bros.,  dis- 
infecting fluid  (M.O.H.),  2s.  Id.  per  gal.  Thalassol  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  disinfecting  fluid,  2s.  per  gal.  Edward  Cook 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  disinfecting  fluid,  2s.  8(7.  per  gal.  Sonax  Dis- 
infectant Co.,  formalin,  3s.  7(7.  per  gal.  A.  C.  Young  &  Co., 
sulphur  cakes,  12s.  9(7.  per  cwt. 

Government  Contracts. — Prison  Com  mission,  C.  J.  Hewlett 
&  Son,  Ltd.,  for  drugs  and  sundries.  India  Office,  Cuxson, 
Gerrard  &  Co.,  for  dressings. 

Hemel  Hempstead  Town  Council. — McDougall  Bros,  for 
disinfectants. 

Ilford  Urban  Council. — Mr.  J.  Newton  Wright,  chemist, 
Tlford,  for  the  supply  of  disinfectants  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Islington  Borough  Council. — Burt,  Boulton  &.  Haywood, 
Ltd.,  for  an  annual  supply  of  carbolic-acid  powder. 

Keighley  and  District  Joint  Hospital  Board.— Mr.  T.  A.  C. 
Butterfield,  chemist,  Keighley,  for  the  drug  supply. 

Kensington  Guardians. — For  annual  supplies  :  P.  B.  Cow 
&  Co.,  indiarubber  goods,  13/.  12s.  ;  Thomas  Hodgkinson. 
Prestons  &  King,  drugs,  310/.  12s.  5^(7.  ;  Hospitals  and 
General  Contracts  Co.,  Ltd..  druggists'  sundries.  52/.  Is.  ; 
S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  wool,  lint,  and  tow,  etc.,  4107.  19s.  9(7. 

London  County  Council. — For  annual  supplies  to  all 
asylums :  Cresswell  Bros.  &  S<ihmitz,  for  sponges,  at 
52/.  15s.  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Sons,  Ltd..  druggists'  sundries, 
at  25  per  cent,  discount  off  catalogue  prices.  Corbyn,  Stacey 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  drugs,  at  50  per  cent,  discount  off  list 
prices.  Disinfectants:  W.  V.  Aldridge  &  Son,  Ltd.,  disin- 
fectants, 4/.  17s.  6(7.  ;  Middleton  Bros..  15s.  ;  Jeyes'  Sanitary 
Compounds  Co.,  Ltd.,  37/.  17s.  1(7.  Cooper,  Cooper  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  for  >a  seven  months'  supply*  of  extract  of  beef,  at 
223/.  6s.  Photographic  materials :  W.  Butcher  &  Son, 
49/.  3s.  4(7. 

Margate  Town  Council. — Newton,  Chambers  &  Co..  Ltd.. 
for  Izal  disinfectant  at  3s.  6(7.  per  gal.  :  Burt.  Boulton  & 
Haywood,  Ltd.,  pink  carbolic-nowder,  4/.  7s.  6(7.  per  ton; 
Sanitas  Co..  Ltd..  fumi<rators,  4/.  10s.  per  gross. 

Milton  Regis  Guardians. — Usher's  Drug-stores,  for  the 
sunnly  of  chemists'  goods  at  41/.  5s.  bd. 

Newark  Infirmary. — Jno.  H.  Smith  &  Co..  chemists. 
Newark,  for  the  supply  of  drugs  and  medical  appliances 
during  the  next  six  months. 


Newport  (Shropshire)  Guardians. — Mr.  Picken,  chemist, 
for  the  supply  of  drags  for  the  ensuing  six  months. 

Poplar  and  Stepney  Sick  Asylum. — Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  for  drugs,  at  9077.  10s.  lid. 

Reigate  Guardians.— Mr.  W.  H.  Fowler,  Ph.C,  of  Red- 
hill,  for  drugs,  etc. 

Southampton  Town  Council. — W.  Bates  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  for 
the  following  annual  supplies  of  disinfectants  to  the  Council's 
hospitals :  Bond's  fluid  (Grindley's),  Is.  4(7.  per  gal. ;  car- 
bolic acid  (97  per  cent,  commercial),  2s.  3(7.  per  gal.  ;  car- 
bolic-acid powder  (15  per  cent,  commercial),  27.  10s.  per 
ton ;  chloros,  Is.  per  gal.  ;  chloride  of  lime,  8s.  per  cwt. ; 
formalin  (Schering's),  Is.  per  lb. ;  glycerin  (commercial), 
Is.  2(7.  per  lb. ;  izal,  6s.  per  gal.  and  2s.  bd.  per  gal. ; 
izal  powder  (No.  1),  5/.  per  ton  ;  Jeyes'  fluid,  4s.  6(7.  per  gah  ; 
liq.  carbonis  detergens  (Wright),  2s.  6(7.  per  lb.  ;  phenate 
of  soda  (40-per-cent.  solution),  Is.  per  gal. ;  sulphur  dioxide 
(Boake  Roberts'  20-oz.  cylinders),  5/.  10s.  per  gross;  smoko 
cases  (Pain's),  27.  10s.  per  gross. 

Sti'ood  (Kent)  Guardians. — F.  C.  Calvert  &  Co.  for  Cal- 
vert's disinfecting-fluid  at  5s.  6c7.  per  doz.  pint  bottles; 
Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  sanitas  disinfecting-fluid  at  9s.  6<7. 
per  doz.  pint  bottles. 

Tottenham  Urban  District  Council. — For  annual  supplies 
of  disinfectants:  Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  carbolic  acid,  Is.  Id. 
per  gal. ;  sanitas  fluid,  3s.  2d.  per  gal. ;  sanitas  emulsion, 
8s.  per  gal.  ;  crude  sanitas,  3s.  bd.  per  gal.  ;  liquid  sulphur 
dioxide,  20  oz.,  120s.  gross;  formalin,  4s.  2d.  per  gal.; 
iormalin  tablets,  2s.  2(7.  per  lb.  Burt,  Boulton  &  Haywood, 
Ltd.,  carbolated  creosote,  8g(7.  per  gal.  ;  carbolic  powder, 
66s.  3(7.  per  ton ;  permanganate  of  potash,  39s.  bd.  per  cwt. ; 
"  Ialine  fluid,  3s.  per  gal.  Newton,  Chambers  &  Co.,  izal, 
3s.  6(7.  per  gal.  E.  Cook  &  Co.,  co-fectant.  2s.  9(7.  per 
gal.  in  40-gal.  barrels,  and  3s.  2(7.  per  gal.  in  10-gal. 
barrels.  Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  Co.,  Ltd.,  cyllin, 
3s.  6(7.  per  gal.  :  crude  cyllin.  2s.  6(7.  per  gal. 

Whitehaven  Town  Council. — McDougall  Bros,  for  dis- 
infectants. 

Yarmouth  Guardians. — Mr.  T.  J.  Woodcock,  chemist, 
Yarmouth,  for  six  months'  supplies:  Cod-liver  oil,  5s.  per 
gal.  and  9(7.  per  pint ;  Howard's  quinine.  Is.  per  oz. ; 
crushed  linseed-meal,  20s.  per  cwt.  ;  olive  oil,  6s.  per  gal. ; 
single  trusses.  Is.  3(7.,  double  do..  Is.  9(7.  :  and  drugs  as  per 
The  British  Drug  Houses'  list  at  net  prices. 

Yeovil  Town  Council. — Newton.  Chambers  &  Co..  Ltd., 
Killgerm  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  Co., 
Ltd.,  for  disinfectants. 


WESTMINSTER  WISDOM. 

The  Week  in  Parliament. 


The  Adulteration  of  Flour. 
In  reply  to  Sir  John  Lonsdale,  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Monday,  stated  that  Section  3  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1875.  suffices  to  meet  the  offence  of  adding 
injurious  materials  to  flour. 

Glycerinated  Calf-lymph. 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  has  privately  informed 
Mr.  Clancy,  M.P.,  that  the  use  of  arm-to-arm  lymph  is 
not  largely  resorted  to  by  certain  doctors  in  Ireland.  The 
Local  Government  Board  distribute  gratuitously  the 
requisite  supplies  of  glycerinated  calf-lymph  for  public 
vaccinations. 

The  Price  of  Acetone. 

Mr.  Charles  Bathurst  asked  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  War  on  Wednesday  what  is  the  current  price  per  ton 
of  acetone  now  paid  by  the  Government  for  the  manu- 
facture of  cordite;  how  it  compares  with  the  price  paid 
two  years  ago  ;  from  what  countries  is  it  being  obtained, 
and  what  proportion  of  it,  if  any,  comes  from  Germany ; 
and  whether  there  is  at  present  in  this  country  the  full 
normal  supply. — Colonel  S'eely  said  the  prices  are  higher 
than  they  were  two  years  ago,  but,  as  tenders  are  confi- 
dential, he  could  not  give  the  prices.  Supplies  are  mainly 
obtained  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  American 
Continent,  but  none  happens  to  have  been  recently  ob- 
tained from  Germany. 

The  Parcel-post. 
The  Postmaster- General  informed  Mr.  Touche  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Monday  that  the  number  of  com- 
plaints received  at  the  chief  office  in  London  in  regard  to 
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articles  injured  in  the  post  was  in  January  1911  2.929,  and 
during  January  1912  1,796.  The  number  of  parcels  de- 
livered in  England  and  Wales  during  the  period  in  respect 
of  which  these  complaints  may  be  presumed  to  have  arisen 
was  in  December  1910  13.179,619,  and  in  December  1911 
13,249,104. 

The  Telephone  Service. 
The  Postmaster-General  has  declined  the  invitation  of 
Mr.  Harry  Lawson,  M.P.,  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  inquire  into  the  working  of 
the  telephone  system  at  home  and  abroad,  and  the  best 
means  of  increasing  its  usefulness  to  the  community.  Mr. 
Samuel  pointed  out  that  such  an  inquiry  would  be  of  a 
highly  technical  character,  and  it  is  inexpedient  that  it 
should  be  conducted  by  a  Parliamentary  Committee. 
Experts  from  his  department  are  constantly  studying  the 
systems  adopted  in  other  countries. 

INEBRIATES  AND   THE  DltUG-HABIT. 

We  are  informed  that  the  Bill  which  was  introduced  last 
week  by  Mr.  Ellis  J.  Griffith,  M.P.,  the  new  Under- 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department,  in  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  inebriates  proceeds,  generally  speaking,  on 
the  lines  of  the  report  of  the  Departmental  Committee 
which  sat  in  1908.  This  body,  it  may  be  remembered,  sug- 
gested that  Guardians  should  be  empowered  to  warn  sellers 
of  drugs  and  drinks  and  other  persons  against  supplying 
inebriates  with  such  commodities — supply  after  warning  to 
constitute  an  offence  under  the  Act. 

Army  Compounders. 
In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Thursday,  March  21, 
Captain  Craig,  M.P.,  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether,  in  view  of  the  date  on 
which  the  National  Insurance  Act  comes  into  force,  he 
will  indicate  to  the  House  what  steps  have  been  taken 
in  conjunction  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  frame 
by-laws  under  Clause  4  (b)  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1908, 
for  the  registration  of  Army  compounders  and  apothe- 
caries' assistants  as  chemists.  [If  the  answer  to  this 
question  is  received  in  time  it  will  be  inserted  in  our 
Coloured  Supplement.] 

Proprietary-medicine  Inquiry. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Charles 
Bathurst,  M.P.,  asked  the  Home  Secretary  whether  he 
could  give  the  names  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Patent 
Medicines  and  the  terms  .if  reference  to  such  Committee.- 
The  Home  Secretary  replied  that  he  proposed  to  move  in 
a  few  days  for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  to 
inquire  into  this  matter. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  inquiry  is  to  be  by  Select 
Committee,  and  not  by  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  as  was  done  when  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy 
Bill  was  under  consideration. 

Hygiene  in  the  Navy. 
The  memorandum  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
which  was  issued  last  week,  contains  references  to 
the  steps  which  have  been  taken  to  improve  the  medical 
service  in  the  Navy.  These  include  the  establishment  of 
a  naval  medical  school  of  instruction  and  research  at  the 
Royal  Naval  College  at  Greenwich,  and  the  school  is  now 
in  process  of  development.  Professors  of  hygiene  and  of 
bacteriology  and  clinical  research  have  been  appointed. 
Special  courses  of  instruction  have  been  instituted  also  at 
the  naval  hospitals  to  enable  6ick-berth  ratings  to  qualify- 
as  operating-room  and  laboratory  attendants,  extra  re- 
muneration being  granted  to  ratings  so  qualified. 

"Bastol." 

Replying  to  Mr.  Charles  Bathurst  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  Tuesday,  March  19,  Mr.  Runciman,  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  stated  that  the  Board  had  not 
hitherto  seen  their  way  to  sanction  a  prosecution  of  the 
vendors  of  "  Bastol,"  either  for  misdescription  or  for  the 
addition  of  a  worthless  ingredient,  inasmuch  as  no  evidence 
has  been  adduced  to  show  that  the  base  of  this  article 
(viz.,  sawdust  which  by  a  manufacturing  process  has  under- 
gone extensive  chemical  changes  and  been  partially  con- 
verted into  sugar)  is,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  worthless  for  feed- 


ing-purposes. The  oil  and  albuminoids  (if  any)  in  the 
article  are  of  minute  proportions,  and  no  useful  purpose 
would  be  served  by  insisting  upon  invoices  setting  out  such 
fact  in  this  and  similar  cases. 

The  Status  of  Veterinary  Surgeons. 
Sir  Frederick  Low,  M.P.,  has  reintroduced  his  Bill  to 
amend  the  Acts  relating  to  the  practice  of  veterinary  sur- 
gery and  medicine.  It  provides,  among  other  things,  that 
existing  practitioners  shall  be  entitled  to  style  themselves 
veterinary  surgeons  and  to  be  subject  to  the  discipline  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons,  and  that  any- 
thing which  would  be  an  offence  under  the  Veterinary 
Surgeons  Acts  if  committed  by  an  individual  shall  be 
an  offence  if  committed  by  a  company.  An  annual  regis- 
tration-fee of  one  guinea  is  proposed  to  enable  the  Royal 
College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  to  conduct  examinations, 
prosecutions,  and  inquiries,  and  generally  to  carry  out 
such  objects  as  are  beneficial  to  the  profession  and  necessary 
for  the  promotion  of  the  art  and  science  of  veterinary 
medicine  and  surgery. 

Formalin  in  Cream. 
In  reply  to  Mr.  Charles  Bathurst,  M.P.,  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  stated  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Monday  that  the  draft  regulations  propose 
to  prohibit  the  use  of  formalin  in  cream,  but  not  to  pro- 
hibit the  use  of  boric  acid,  borax,  or  a  mixture  of  those 
preservative  substances,  provided  a  full  declaration  of  the 
presence  of  the  preservative  and  the  amount  added  is  made 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  regulations. 

Mr.  Bathurst  asked  a  further  question,  which  was  under- 
stood to  be  an  inquiry  as  to  how  long  these  poisons  are 
to  be  allowed  to  continue.  Mr.  Burns  replied  that  if  the 
hon.  member  would  look  at  the  report  and  the  draft  regu- 
lations he  would  see  that  the  Local  Government  Board  is 
doing  its  best  to  reduce  these  elements  to  the  smallest 
possible  proportions. 

Food  Reform  Committee. 
We  understand  that  an  intimation  has  been  conveyed 
to  the  Parliamentary  Food  Reform  Committee  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  introduce  his  long-deferred  Milk  Bill  in  the  House 
of  Commons  between  the  introduction  of  the  Welsh  Dis- 
establishment Bill  and  the  Home  Rule  Bill.    This  will,  of 
course,  be  some  period  after  the  Easter  holidays,  and  as 
soon  as  it  is  forthcoming  a  meeting  of  the  Parliamentary 
Food  Reform  Committee,  of  which  Mr.  J.  S.  Fletcher, 
M.P.,  is  the  Chairman,  will  be  summoned  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  its  proposals.    The  Committee  will  also  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment  after  the  6etting-up  of  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  on  Patent  Medicines  meet  to 
consider  what  steps  can  usefully  be  taken  in  regard  to  the 
inquiry.      The  Committee  has^  already  had  the  question 
under  consideration,  and  has  been  endeavouring  to  ascer- 
tain what  foreign  countries — and  in  particular  the  United 
States,  Germany,  and  France— are  doing  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  proprietary  medicines.    This  information  has 
been  sought  for  at  the  hands  of  the  British  consuls. 
Doctors  under  the  Insurance  Act. 
Replying  to  Sir  P.  Magnus  and  Mr.  A.  Fell,  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Wednesday.  Mr.  Masterman  said 
the  British  Medical  Association  had  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  Insurance  Commission- 
ers to  recommend    practitioners  experienced   in  general 
practice  for  appointment  as  members  of  the  Advisory 
Committee,  and  the  gentlemen  so  recommended  would  be 
appointed  to  that  Committee.    Replying  to  Mr.  Fell,  Mr. 
Masterman  said   it  is  not  a  fact  that  the  appointments 
that  are  being  made  under  the  Act  are  provisional,  and 
subject  to  determination  if  no  agreement  with  the  doctors 
is  arrived  at.    The  coming  into  operation  of  the  Act  is 
not  dependent  upon  any  agreement  that  may  be  made 
with  the  representatives  of  the  medical  profession. 

Replying  to  Sir  P.  Magnus,  Mr.  Masterman  said  if  the 
normal  scheme  of  medical  benefit  laid  down  under  Sec- 
tion 15  is  not  carried  out,  not  one,  as  suggested  by  the 
hon.  member,  but  several  alternatives  are  provided. 
These  include  powers  for  the  Commissioners  themselves 
to  authorise  local  insurance  committees  to  make  other 
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arrangements  for  providing  medical  benefit,  or  for  them- 
selves making  such  arrangements  as  they  think  fit,  or  for 
suspending  medical  benefit  for  any  period,  and  paying  to 
each  insured  person  any  equivalent  sum.  Even  if  the  last 
course  be  adopted  the  insured  person  would  be  free, 
though  not  compelled,  to  make  his  own  arrangements  for 
medical  treatment.  Replying  to  a  further  question,  Mr. 
Masterman  said  that  no  regulations  have  yet  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Joint  Committee  on  this  matter,  as  they 
recognise  that  this  is  essentially  a  subject  in  which  the 
advice  and  assistance  of  the  Advisory  Committee  is  de- 
sirable. 

Chemical  Competition  by  Gas  Companies. 

In  connection  with  the  petition  presented  by  the  Alkali 
Manufacturers'  Association  against  several  Gas  Bills  now 
before  Committees  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  Dr. 
Rudolph  Messel  (Vice-President  of  the  Association)  and 
Mr.  R.  G.  Perry  (of  Chance  &  Hunt,  Ltd.)  on  March  14 
told  the  House  of  Commons  Committee  (presided  over  by 
Sir  Harry  Samuel)  which  is  dealing  with  the  Arnfield  Plain 
and  District  Gas  Company's  Bill  that  chemical  manufac- 
turers were  finding  it  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  sup- 
plies of  ammoniacal  liquor.  This  was  attributed  to  the 
growing  practice  of  the  large  gas  companies  buying  up  the 
ammoniacal  liquor  produced  by  smaller  gas  companies  and 
using  it  for  conversion  into  chemical  compounds,  which 
were  put  on  the  open  market  in  competition  with  alkali 
manufacturers. 

A  House  of  Lords  Committee,  presided  over  by  Lord 
Ritchie,  decided  on  March  19  that  the  South  Suburban  Gas 
Bill  might  proceed,  subject  to  the  reservation  that  the 
Committee  were  of  opinion  that  the  company  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  purchase  material  other  than  that  required 
for  the  manufacture  and  supply  of  gas,  or  for  any  pur- 
pose excepting  that  of  working-up  their  own  residual  pro- 
ducts. The  Committee  were  not  prepared  to  accept  the 
amendment  suggested  by  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  but 
left  it  to  counsel  on  both  sides  to  draw  up  a  clause  which 
would  embody  the  decision  he  had  announced.  On  the 
Arnfield  Plain  and  District  Gas  Company's  Bill  Sir  Harry 
Samuel's  House  of  Commons  Committee  gave  exactly  the 
same  decision.  The  Committee  intimated  that  the  decision 
would  also  affect  the  Fleetwood  Gas  Bill. 

This  decision  (writes  our  Parliamentary  correspondent) 
is  an  important  victory,  in  that  it  prevents  the  gas  com- 
panies from  buying  raw  materials.  Every  effort  is  likely 
to  be  made  by  the  gas  companies  to  upset  it,  and  the  ques- 
tion will  be  further  heard  of  when  the  Wandsworth, 
Wimbledon,  and  Epsom  District  Gas  Bill,  which  is  shortly 
to  be  considered  by  a  Select  Committee,  is  under  discussion. 

Mr.  Wm.  Pearoe,  M.P.,  gave  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee, which  has  not  been  reported.  He  stated  that  he 
is  a  chemical  inanuf acturer  employing  about  500  hands. 
If  there  was  no  possibility  of  obtaining  ammoniacal  liquor 
from  gas-works  many  chemical  works  would  be  stopped. 
So  far  as  tar  and  ammonia  are  concerned,  there  is  practically 
no  other  place  where  they  can  be  got.  With  regard  to 
sulphur,  the  sulphur  of  gas-works  is  only  an  item  in  the 
several  sulphur  substances  which  ai-e  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  sulphuric  acid,  but  it  is  an  item  of  importance.  There 
is  a  very  large  market  for  the  sale  of  sulphate  of  ammonia. 
The  Alkali  Manufacturers'  Association  do  not  object  to  gas 
companies  producing  sulphate  of  ammonia  from  their  own 
residuals.  For  many  years  his  firm  supplied  the  Commercial 
Gas  Co.  with  sulphuric  acid,  amounting  to  3,000  or  4,000 
tons  a  year.  They  decided  after  a  time  that  they  would 
manufacture  their  own.  Two  or  three  years  ago  they  had 
a  small  surplus  of  sulphuric  acid  which  they  sold  in  the 
open  market.  He  thought  that  unreasonable,  as  it  was  push- 
ing the  case  very  hardly  against  other  chc  lical  manufac- 
turers. They  not  only  lost  their  custom,  but  they  were 
putting  their  sulphur  into  the  market  against  them.  The 
Alkali  Manufacturers"  Association  had  therefore  to  face 
unlimited  competition.  The  Commercial  Gas  Co.  asked  for 
power  to  increase  their  raw  material  of  sulphur,  and  if 
that  were  granted  there  would  be  an  unlimited  competition, 
which  probably  would  wipe  out  the  greatest  portion  of  the 
ordinary  chemieal-mn tiuf acturer's  business  in  sulphuric  acid 
in  the  particular  district.  And  what  applied  to  sulphur 
and  sulphuric  acid  applied  also  to  tar  and  ammonia  in  the 
same  way.  If  a  large  gas  company  was  allowed  not  only 
to  work  up  its  own  tar,  but  to  take  the  tar  from  other  gas 
companies  and  include  that  in  its  manufacture,  the  ordinary 


tar-distiller,  who  comes  under  the  Alkali  Association,  loses 
his  raw  material,  and  he  may  find  himself  absolutely  with- 
out anything  to  carry  on  his  business.  He  wanted  a  definite 
decision  as  to  the  real  meaning  of  the  model  clauses  dealing 
with  the  powers  of  the  gas  companies  as  to  residual  products. 
During  the  past  few  years  there  had  been,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Association,  a  growing  tendency  on  the  part  of  the 
gas  companies  to  extend  the  meaning  of  these  clauses  and 
to  compete  with  private  traders. 

The  gas  companies  (our  Parliamentary  representative 
learns)  will  make  every  attempt  to  upset  the  decision,  and 
it  is  probable  that  the  whole  question  will  form  the  sub- 
ject of  debate  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 
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Postal  Address : 

&  D.  INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
.Telegraphic  Address  :  "CHEMICUS  LONDON." 
Telephone  No. :  BANK  852  (two  lines). 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

We  would  be  obliged  if  any  reader  would  inform  us  by  post- 
card or  telephone  who  are  the  makers  or  agents  of  the  articles 
mentioned  in  the  following  inquiries : 


"  Corunna  "  salts. 
"  Phosphoradyne." 
"  Mimosa  "  soother. 
Burge's  "  Diplolysat." 
Locher's  "  Antinema." 
"  Notalina  "  oil :  supply. 
"  Motheline  "  :  suppliers. 
"  Popular  "  corn-plasters. 
"  Antisepton  "  hair- wash. 
"  Phonotas  "  telephone  disinfectant  :  suppliers. 
Makers  of  "  Sapo  Mollis  Virid.  B.P.  Genuine." 
"  Spermozyne  "  (Scientific  Veterinary  Preps.  Co.): 

:  Daphne "    pencils    (to    prevent    fogging  on 


109/62. 

112/18. 

116/12. 

112/20. 

116/46. 

110/46. 

106/45. 

116/16. 

116/460 

116/11. 

117/44. 

111/1.  ' 
address. 

112/17. 
spectacles) 

117/22.  Product  from  the  Japanese  lacquer-tree  (Urushi- 
no-Ki)  :  where  obtainable? 

116/120.  "Sunset"  hot-water  bottle  (Hodgman  &  Co., 
New  York)  :  London  supply. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 

During  the  past  week  we  have  answered  inquiries  as  to  the 
makers  or  sellers  of  the  following  articles.  The  information  will 
be  repeated  to  other  inquirers  who  send  to  this  Department  a 
stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  the  purpose. 


Allen's      bronchitis  kettles, 

109/38 
Almond  oil.  109/64 
Arrheol  capsules,  113 / 3C 
"Aura"  face  cream,  197/18 
Bone-ash   (prepaid  telegram), 

116/20 
Boracine,  106/59 
Campheno!,  110/23 
Cuticura  soap,  108/14 
Daloff  tea,  114/570 
Egg-preserving  containers, 

114/51 

Elastic  gum  surgical  instru- 
ments, 116/19 

Erasmus  Wilson's  benzoated 
zinc  ointment,  113/46 

Rye-shades,  cardboard,  112/36 

Face  -  powder  boxes,  flat, 
115/28 

Farnan's  gout  specific.  109/63 
Filling-machines,  110/53 
Gayetty's    medicated  paper, 
114 '57 

Histogenol  (Naline),  109/630 
Homoeopathic  pilules,  unmedi- 

cated.  110/44 
Hospital  furniture,  113/54 
Hudson's  eumenthol  pastilles, 

98/70 

Huggett's    hypodermic  solu- 
tion, 109/38 
Kidney-belts,  112/16 


Magnesia  bottles   (blue),  Bel- 
gian inquirv.  107/65 

Mate  tea,  113/34_ 

Matei's     remedies  (London 
agents),  108/64 

Paper  handkerchiefs,  115/5 

"  Pazo  "  boxes.  114/4 

Peristaltin,  113/34 

Persodine  tablets.  108/11 

Phenolphthalein,  111/41 

Potassium  permanganate, 
111/21 

Poultogen, 

"  Rainbow ' 

"  Regalia 
112/19 

Rowan's 
112/54 

Rowland's      Macassar  oil, 

108/16 
Sarg's  glycerin,  106/62 
Scientific  Productions  Co.,  ad 

dress,  107/61 
Seidlitz  blue,  makers,  113/33 
Sulphur     dioxide     in  tins, 


109/28 
soothers,  105/32 
baking-powder, 

disinfectant  fluid. 


116/14 
Thetford 

116/13 
"  Valaze ' 

109/39 
Wetmore 


pulp  ware  baths, 
toilet  preparations, 
Co.'s  suspensory 


bandages,  109/29 
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OBSERVATIONS  &  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser  II. 


Methylated  Hair-washes 

are  now  so  much  in  common  use  and  so 
cheap  that  anything  which  might  jeopardise  the  privilege 
of  using  industrial  spirit  for  them  16  to  be  deprecated. 
The  new  general  order  quoted  in  your  issue  last  week  is 
therefore  not  unwelcome.  I  notice  that  it  aims  at  the 
approved  user — i.e.,  the  manufacturer — who  has  obtained 
permission  to  receive  industrial  methylated  spirit  in  the 
preparation  of  bay  rum  or  other  mixture,  and  that 
whatever  be  the  formula  approved  by  the  Customs,  that 
formula  must  not  be  interfered  with.  The  particular  pre- 
paration must  be  6old  retail  in  the  same  state  as  when 
received  from  the  manufacturing  chemist,  and  if  retailers 
are  discovered  not  complying  with  this  restriction  a  heavy 
penalty  await6  them,  with  a  withdrawal  of  the  privilege 
of  compounding  in  the  case  of  the  manufacturer  should 
connivance  be  brought  home  to  the  latter.  To  permit 
methylated  spirit  to  be  used  at  all  in  any  hair-preparation 
was  a  great  step  for  the  Excise  to  take,  and  any  develop- 
ment in  this  direction,  whether  for  antiseptic  dressings 
or  hair-preparations,  is  bound  to  be  rigidly  controlled  and 
jealously  restricted.  I  am  one  of  those  who  benefit  by 
the  privilege,  and  appreciate  it ;  hence  my  endorsement  of 
your  terse  remarks  of  last  week  warning  all  concerned. 
"Chemists  to  the  Nation" 

is  a  title  which  nobody  need 
grudge  to  Boots  Cash  Chemists,  Ltd.,  and  upon 
the  invention  of  which  I  cannot  congratulate  them.  It 
is  apparently  modelled  on  "Chemists  to  the  King,"  but 
there  is  no  analogy  between  the  two.  One  may  be  chemist 
to  a  person  or  to  a  company  of  persons  in  their  corporate 
capacity,  but  a  nation  is  neither  a  person  nor  a  corporation. 
Whether  we  understand  it  racially  or  politically,  "  nation  " 
is  too  wide  a  term,  and  indicates  too  loose  an  aggregation 
of  persons,  to  be  regarded  collectively  in  such  a  connection 
as  this.  The  nation,  from  the  tradesman's  point  of  view, 
is  only  a  number  of  individuals  more  or  less  fortuitously 
thrown  together,  and  can  only  be  regarded — no  pun  is 
intended — distributively.  Boots  may  have  the  Insurance 
Act  in  view,  but  if  they  are  placed  on  every  panel  in  the 
Kingdom  they  will  be  no  more  chemists  to  the  nation 
then  than  they  are  now,  but  only  to  just  so  many  persons 
as  they  supply,  and  no  more.  And  if  they  are  using  this 
title  abstractly,  and  by  way  of  Resolution,  I  would  re- 
mind them  of  what  Mr.  Gladstone  said  of  "  abstract  Reso- 
lutions "  in  general  :  "  They  are  Resolutions  which  do  not 
carry  with  them  an  operative  principle  likely  to  produce 
within  a  reasonable  time  any  particular  consequences." 
Upon  the  whole,  this  new  title  is  "  like  a  tale  of  little 
meaning,  though  the  words  are  strong." 
Storax 

is  a  drug  which  has  always  lain  under  a  good  deal  of 
suspicion.  This  is  perhaps  especially  true  of  the  classical 
storax,  which  was  obtained  from  an  entirely  different 
source  from  our  Styrax  praeparatus.  The  most  esteemed 
kind  was  known  as  Styrax  calamita,  from  its  being  im- 
ported in  Teeds.  Its  source  is  supposed  to  have  been 
Styrax  officinalis,  and  according  to  Gerard  the  liquid 
storax  of  his  day  was  obtained  from  the  same  tree.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  our  modern  storax  is  got  from  a  tree  of 
another  order,  Liquidambar  orientalis ;  but  there  was  for- 
merly another  storax,  Styrax  ruber,  used  in  medicine, 
which  was  held  inferior  to  the  other,  although  Lemery 
gives  it  precedence  in  his  account  of  the  drug.    It  was. 


he  says,  called  Thus  Judaeorum  by  some  who  believed 
it  to  be  the  incense  which  the  Magi  brought  to  Bethlehem. 
It  is  curious  in  this  connection  that  L.  orientalis  is,  accord- 
ing to  Bentley,  known  in  Cyprus  as  Xylon  Eff'endi  (wood  of 
our  Lord).  Cane-storax  came  chiefly  from  Pamphylia,  and 
was  thought  the  purest,  but  even  it  was  "  subject  to  great 
masses  of  dross,"  and  Pomet,  along  with  other  French 
pharmacologists,  believed  that  at  the  best  it  was  a  com- 
position of  many  different  resins,  of  which  true  storax 
was  not  necessarily  the  most  important.  Liquid  storax, 
says  another  old  writer,  was  so  justly  suspected  to  be 
fictitious  that  it  was  hardly  ever  used.  It  was,  I  believe, 
Hanbury  who  first  authoritatively  determined  the  true 
source  of  our  present  official  storax. 
Osmotic  Pressure 

is  an  exceedingly  interesting  natural 
phenomenon,  the  bearing  of  which  on  medical  and  surgical 
treatment  has  only  been  fully  recognised  of  recent  years. 
Messrs.  Bennett  and  Gamble  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
their  very  readable,  if  somewhat  abstruse,  account  of  the 
processes  involved,  and  most  of  us  will  now  understand 
much  more  clearly  than  before  the  meaning  of  the  terms 
isotonic,  hypotonic,  and  hypertonic.  The  writers  of  the 
paper  seem  to  have  almost  exclusively  confined  their  atten- 
tion to  hypodermic  solutions.  Pharmacists  are,  however, 
much  more  frequently  asked  for  advice  on  preparations 
which  the  public  can  use  themselves,  than  on  those  used 
only  by  the  doctor,  and  from  that  point  of  view  also  the 
paper  is  of  value  to  us.  For  instance,  when  a  hypertonic 
solution  is  used  as  a  nasal  douche,  the  fluid  in  the  tissues 
comes  out  by  exosmosis,  and  depletion  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane and  tissues  is  the  result.  When  a  hypotonic  liquid  is 
employed,  as  when  people  wash  out  their  nostrils  with  pure 
water,  swelling  of  the  mucous  membrane,  due  to  endos- 
mosis,  frequently  follows.  For  this  reason  the 
Cheap  Verbal  Prescriptions 

often  recommended  by  medical 
men  to  their  poor  or  parsimonious  patients,  a  teaspoonf  ul  of 
common  salt  in  a  pint  of  water,  may  do  more  harm  than 
good.  The  careful  physician,  of  course,  never  risks  his 
reputation  and  his  patient's  comfort  in  this  way,  but  we 
all  know  that  such  prescriptions  are  frequently  given,  and 
in  such  cases  as  come  under  his  notice  the  careful  phar- 
macist can  earn  not  only  the  gratitude  but  the  confidence 
of  his  customer.  I  observe  that  the  authors  consider  that 
for  local  anaesthetics  cocaine  "has  now  been  replaced  by 
/J-eucaine  and  novocaine. "  An  unqualified  statement  of 
this  kind  is  sheer  nonsense.  If  Messrs.  Bennett  and 
Gamble  had  added  "in  our  experience"  it  might  have 
been  right,  but  to  those  who  know  the  facts  the  dictum 
quoted  is  ludicrously  wrong.  Further,  in  giving  their 
examples  of  formulae  they  confine  themselves  to  two 
anaesthetics,  entirely  ignoring  stovaine,  which  for  lumbar 
anaesthesia  is  probably  more  used  than  both  the  other  two 
put  together.  It  would  have  given  the  paper  a  still 
greater  value  if  they  had  taken  a  somewhat  wider  outlook 
and  supplied  a  variety  of  formulae  for  all  the  common 
local  anaesthetics. 

The  "  Knighton  Annual,"  issued  bv  Mr.  G.  M.  Perkins, 
dispensing  chemist,  High  Street,  Knighton,  contains  a  com- 
plefce  list  of  garden  seeds  with  notes  on  cultivation.  ,  The 
germinating  percentages  of  peas  and  beans  are  supplied  at 
customers'  request. 

The  Federation  Internationale  Pharmaceutique  desire  to 
obtain  copies  of  the  official  reports  of  the  following  Inter- 
national Congresses:  Brunswick  (1865),  Vienna  (1869),  St. 
Petersburg  (1874).  Brussels  (1897),  Paris  (1900).  The  Secre- 
tary, M.  J.  J.  Hofman,  4  Schenkweg.  The  Hague,  will  be 
glad  to  receive  copies  from  anv  pharmacist  who  can  oblige 
him. 
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COAL  STRIKE. 


THE  SANITAS  CO.,  Ltd.,  suggest 
to  the  Trade  the  importance  of 
stocking  "SANITAS"  Lines  well 
ahead,  in  view  of  possible 
contingencies,  and  without  delay. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  Ltd., 
LIMEHOUSE,  LONDON,  E. 


MUMFORD  &  SONS, 


FARRINCDON  RD. 
LONDON,  E  C. 


Finest 
ARROWROOT 


BICARB.  SODA 

Fines t  Extra  Special 
BORACIC  ACID 

_  POWDER,  Finest 
No.  1  Finest  Pure 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 


No.  2  Pare 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 


liest  Cleaned 
LINSEED 


3PSOM  SALTS,  E.S.S, 

[?urin3d.  Clean,  and  Dry 
Oibto.  Medium  Crystals 
"FLOWERS  OF  SUL- 
PHUR, Finest,  English 

 Ditto.  Foreign  

FULLER'S  EARTH 
(In  Dredgers1 


1/  lb. 


15/ cwt. 


40/ cwt 


29/ 


28/ cwt 


28/  c 


11/6  c 

12/6 


13/6cwt 

9/6  „ 


n  /2  */e 

5  611  '  22/ 


Carriage  Paid  to  railway  stations  ^ 
made  for  distances  beyond).  Tern 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colour) 

15/ cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10  ib. 

Finest  Compound 
LIQUORICE  POWDER 

PUMICE  POWDER 

Extra  Finest  Levigated 

/8&  1/lb. 

35/cwt. 

?;o.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIP.  CHALK 

25/cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/ cwt. 

Finest  Pure  TOILET 
OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/cwt. 

Finest  Levigated 
"  WHITE  EARTH  " 

(Toilet  purpose*) 

18/cwt. 

ut.  Cash  or  1  month  not. 


Jews  bury  &  Brown's 

ClTODA 

The  Special  SODA  WATER  , 
for  Milk  Diet 
and  all  Medical  Purposes. 

Send  for  Particulars  to  ARDWICK  CREEN,  MANCHESTER. 


S.V.M. 

las*  Burrough  Ltd. 


METHYLATED  SPIRIT 

AiSO  RECTIFIED  SPIRIT. 

S.V.R. 

O.I.  Cale  Distillery,  Hutton  Road, 
LAMBETH,  S.E. 


fl-lte  CHEMIST-OPTICIAN.   41-,  by  Post  4/3 
rii!B  CHEMISTS'  MEDICAL  DICTIONARY.    2/6.  by  Post  2/8 
PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS.  (8th  Edition).  10/-,  by  Post  10/6 
\RT  OF  DISPENSING.    (8th  Edition).  550  pages.  16/-,  by  Post  6/4 
VETERINARY  COUNTER   PRACTICE.    (6th  Edition.)    4/-,  by 
Post  4/4. 

DISEASES  AND  REMEDIES,   (4th  Edition.)  3/-,  by  Post 3/3. 
fll-SMENTARY  DISPENSING  PRACTICE.  3/6,  by  Post  3/9. 


"IE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST," 


FOR  TINCTURES,  INFUSIONS, 
AND  SYRUPS. 


FLETCHERS' 
CONCENTRATED 

LIQUORS 


Soie  Proprietors : 
FLETCHER,  FLETCHER,  &  CO.,  Ltd. 
London  and  Sydney. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.C. 


Editorial  Articles. 


The  Sugar  Market. 

Since  we  last  commented  on  the  position  of  sugar  in  our 
issue  of  November  11,  1911  (p.  714),  there  has  been  a 
further  substantial  decline  in  the  price  of  88-per-cent. 
beet-sugar,  which  now  stands  at  about  15s.  per  cwt. 
f.o.b.  Hamburg  for  March  delivery,  or.  say,  1?.  bd. 
per  cwt.  less  than  when  we  wrote.  At  that  period  we 
counselled  users  not  to  commit  themselves  largely,  and 
to-day  that  policy  may  again  be  reiterated,  as  under  the 
present  conditions  the  market  outlook  will  probably 
further  develop  in  their  favour.  In  the  present  unsettled 
commercial  conditions,  as  a  result  of  the  coal  strike,  the 
outlook  is  for  less  consumption  of  sugar  (several  large 
manufacturing  chemists  have  closed  down,  and  more 
may  follow),  which  should  be  one  of  the  chief 
factors  in  the  continuance  of  the  present  decline. 
Last  week  the  price  of  beet-sugar  on  the  London 
market  dropped  6d.  to  Id.  per  cwt.,  this  being- 
due  to  the  large  Cuban  receipts  of  cane-sugar,  and  to  the 
fact  that  an  agreement  has  at  last  been  reached  between 
Germany  and  Russia  as  to  the  additional  amount  to  be 
exported  westwards  from  the  latter  country  during 
1911-12.  This  amount,  or  extra  contingent,  has  now 
been  agreed  upon  as  150,000  tons,  also  50,000  tons 
for  each  of  the  seasons  1913  and  1914.  These 
quantities  are  below  the  original  expectations  of  Russia, 
and  have  been  arrived  at  after  many  meetings  and  adjourn- 
ments of  the  International  Sugar  Commission  at  Brussels. 
It  means  that  Russia  is  now  enabled  to  export  westwards 
350.000  tons  during  the  1911-12  season,  which  should 
afford  further  relief  to  the  market.  This  matter  is 
referred  to  in  detail  in  the  Report  of  the  British  Delegate. 
Mr.  Algernon  Law,  just  issued  [Cd.  6078].  Mr.  Law 
stated  to  the  Convention  that  the  British  Government  had 
undertaken  by  declaration  in  Parliament  not  to  commit 
themselves  in  any  case  to  remain  members  of  the  Sugar 
Union  after  September  1.  1913,  and  they  intended  to  keep  a 
free  hand  until  the  House  of  Commons  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  viewing  the  result  of  the  present  meeting.  The 
record  of  the  proceedings  shows  that  all  the  States  of  the 
Union  except  Germany  were  prepared  from  the  outset  to 
consent  to  the  release  during  the  current  period  of 
300,000  tons  of  sugar  from  Russia,  in  addition  to  the  normal 
quota  of  200,000  tons,  provided  an  agreement  were  reached 
with  regard  to  the  terms  on  which  the  Convention  was 
to  be  prolonged  beyond  August  31,  1913.  It  may  be 
recalled  that  Russia  (now  the  largest  beet-producing 
country),  which  joined  the  Convention  on  terms,  has  some- 
thing like  1,000,000  tons  in  excess  of  her  requirements, 
but,  having  entered  the  Convention,  she  was  forbidden 
(practically  by  Germany)  to  export  it  to  Great  Britain. 
It  is,  therefore,  to  be  regretted  that  this  country  is  a  party 
to  a  Convention  that  can  restrict  supplies  in  this  manner. 
At  the  annual  Conference  of  the  Association  of  Chambers 
of  Commerce,  held  in  London  last  week,  there  was  a  full 
discussion  on  the  Convention,  and  a  resolution  was  passed 
(34  against  29)  requesting  the  Government  not 
aw>  inn  — — 
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-to  entertain,  any  proposals  for  its  renewal.  It  was 
stated  by  Mr.  Grainger,  of  the  Confectioners'  Asso- 
ciation of  the  United  Kingdom,  that  for  five  years 
prior  to  the  Convention  being  formed  the  price  of 
88-per-cent.  beet-sugar  f.o.b.  Hamburg  averaged  8.s.  9d. 
per  cwt. ,  and  for  the  last  five  years  of  the  Convention  it 
was  lis.  Z^d.,  or  2s.  6i>(l.  more  per  cwt.  ;  or,  in  other  words, 
the  cost  to  this  country  during  the  past  five  years  entailed 
an  increase  of  something  like  22  millions  sterling.  On  the 
other  hand,  Mr.  L.  A.  Martin  (Henry  Tate  &  Sons,  Ltd.) 
recalled  the  fact  that  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce 
was  to  a  very  great  extent  responsible  for  the  original  Con- 
vention of  1902,  not  in  the  interests  of  the  West  Indies, 
but  of  the  British  sugar-refiners,  who  had  been  fighting  for 
forty  years  to  have  the  unfair  bounties  abolished.  He 
maintained  that  the  rise  in  sugar  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
drought  on  the  Continent,  and  that  if  England  withdrew 
it  would  make  no  difference  to  the  Convention. 

We  now  learn  that  the  Permanent  Sugar  Com- 
mission has  renewed  the  Convention  for  five  years 
from  September  1,  1913,  but  it  is  understood  from 
a  question  put  by  Mr.  T.  Lough  in  the  House 
of  Commons  that  Great  Britain  is  not  committed 
in  any  way  to  the  renewal  of  the  Convention,  and 
that  the  British  delegates  have  not  signed  the  document. 
The  attitude  of  the  British  Government  is  uncertain,  and 
it  is  not  definitely  known  whether  this  country  will  eventu- 
ally become  a  party  to  the  new  Convention  or  denounce  it. 
The  remaining  constituents  will,  however,  carry  out  their 
programme  without  the  co-operation  of  Great  Britain,  and, 
judging  from  Mr.  Law's  report  of  the  Brussels  Conference, 
no  alarm  appears  to  have  been  taken  at  our  withdrawal. 
Opinions  vary  on  this  side  as  to  how  beet-sugar  consumers 
will  be  affected  by  the  non-adherence  of  Great  Britain. 
What  the  large  users  in  this  country  want  is  cheap  sugar, 
however,  and  the  sooner  this  international  cartel  is 
abolished  the  quicker  they  should  get  it. 


Colonial  Reciprocity. 

We  learn  from  Sir  Almeric  FitzRoy,  K.C.V.O.,  Clerk  of 
the  Privy  Council,  that  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  on 
March  6.  approved  a  by-law  made  by  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  on  January  10, 
providing  for  the  registration,  upon  payment  of  the  pre- 
scribed fee,'  as  pharmaceutical  chemists,  or  chemists  and 
druggists,  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  1852  and  1868,  with- 
out examination,  of  any  persons  holding  Colonial  diplomas. 
It  will  be  recalled  that  the  by-law  referred  to  is  made 
under  Section  IV.  (b)  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act, 
1908,  and  was  formulated,  somewhat  precipitately,  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  in  consequence  of  the  criticism 
made  by  certain  Colonial  Pharmacy  Boards,  especially  that 
of  Queensland,  in  regard  to  the  tardiness  displayed  by  the 
Council  in  formulating  the  by-law.  We  may  also  recall  the 
fact  that  the  adoption  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council's 
scheme  for  a  compulsory  curriculum  was,  previous  to  this 
criticism,  regarded  as  a  necessary  preliminary  to  the  for- 
mation of  the  reciprocity  by-law,  but  the  cold  reception 
given  to  the  curriculum  scheme  induced  its  temporary 
shelving.  The  by-law  now  approved  consists  of  two 
clauses  in  Section  VII.  of  the  by-laws  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Council  may  by  resolution  at  any  ordinary  meeting 
enter  into  reciprocal  agreements  with  Colonial  Pharma- 
ceutical Authorities,  empowered  under  statute,  to  grant  cer- 
tificates of  competent  skill  and  knowledge  to  practise 
pharmacy  in  -any  British  Colony  ;  and  may  make,  amend, 
or  determine  thereunder  regulations  for  the  admission  to 


the  Register  of  Chemists  and  Druggists  of  Great  Britain, 
without  examination,  of  persons  who  after  approved  courses 
of  study  and  examination  have  become  registered  in  any 
British '  Colony,  as  entitled  to  carry  on  the  business  of  a 
chemist  and  druggist  in  that  Colony;  provided  that  no 
person  shall  be  registered  under  this  by-law  who  fails  to 
produce  satisfactory  evidence  of  having  undergone  an 
approved  course  of  study,  and  of  having  passed  the  Qualify- 
ing examination  of  the  Colony  in  which  he  is  registered. 

Persons  holding  Colonial  certificates  of  qualification  and 
being  desirous  of  becoming  registered,  without  examination, 
as  chemists  and  druggists  in  accordance  with  the  last  pre- 
ceding by-law,  shall  submit  to  the  Registrar  such  evidence 
as  may  be  required  by  the  Regulations,  made  from  time  to 
time  by  the  Council  in  that  behalf,  and  shall  pay  to  the 
Registrar  a  fee  of  twelve  guineas,  whereupon,  if  the  Council 
shall  so  see  fit,  they  shall  be  registered. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  by-law  does  not  provide  for  the 
registration  without  examination  of  qualified  military  dis- 
pensers or  certified  assistants  to  apothecaries  under  the 
Apothecaries  Act  of  1815,  who  are  also  mentioned  in 
Section  IV.  (b),  but  it  is  not  expected  that  when  a  by-law 
for  them  is  framed  they  will  be  admitted  under  any 
other  conditions.  It  has  already  been  pointed  out  in  these 
columns  that  the  imposition  of  the  conditions  covered  by 
the  by-law  would  have  the  result  of  making  Colonial 
authorities  impose  exactly  similar  conditions  for  chemists 
and  druggists  registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868, 
who  desire  to  be  registered  without  examination  in  the 
Colonies.  On  this  point  the  remarks  by  "  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  of  Australasia  "  are  peculiarly  pertinent  : 

"  Australians,  we  have  no  doubt,  will  understand  the 
hint  of  the  British  Council  that  they  will  be  doing  perfectly 
right  in  following  the  example  set,  and  admitting  to 
registration  in  Australia  only  those  holding  British  certifi- 
cates of  a  character  equal  to  those  demanded  of  Australians 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  Registration  is  certainly  worth 
more  to  the  pharmacist  in  Australia  than  it  is  in  the  Mother 
Country.  The  fee  of  twelve  guineas,  which  is  what  it  costs 
the  young  man  to  become  a  registered  chemist  in  the  United 
Kingdom  is  much  more  than  it  costs  anywhere  in  Australia. 
Here  the  practices  of  the  different  Pharmacy  Boards  vary. 
In  some  cases  the  applicants  for  registration  on  the  reci- 
procity certificate  have  to  pay  a  f  ee  of  one  guinea  only ; 
in  other  cases  they  have  to  pay  the  same  amount  as  the 
fee  for  the  Final  examination.  Many  a  Briton  has  been 
admitted  at  a  lower  fee  than  the  native  born  and  trained. 
If  it  is  the  wish  of  the  British  Society  to  minimise  the 
number  of  applications,  the  twelve  guineas  fee  is  admir- 
ably adapted  for  that  purpose.  Very  few  young  Australian 
pharmacists  spending  their  Wanderjahr  in  Britain  would 
think  it  worth  while  to  pay  that  amount  for  the  empty 
honour  of  being  registered  in  the  United  Kingdom.  It 
would  take  a  good  many  months  of  work  at  the  higher 
salary  of  a  registered  assistant  to  pay  for  the  fee  for  getting 
registered.  Compared  with  the  British  registration  at 
twelve  guineas,  Australian  registration  at  three  guineas  or 
a  guinea  is  '  cheap,'  not  'dear,  but  prime,'  as  the  American 
said  of  British  justice.  At  the  same  time,  pharmacists  in 
Australia  will  realise  the  position  of  the  British  Society 
and  the  distinction  that  has  to  be  drawn  between  Colonial 
pharmacists,  Army  dispensers,  and  apothecaries'  assistants." 

Whatever  happens,  we  are  extremely  doubtful  if 
any  Pharmacy  Board  in  Australia,  Canada  or  South 
Africa  will  forthwith  make  its  conditions  of  qualification 
those  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  contemplates  in  the 
curriculum,  and  which  are  of  some  use  as  showing  to 
Army  dispensers  and  apothecaries'  assistants  what 
was  the  Pharmaceutical  Council's  intention  in  pro- 
moting Section  IV.  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act, 
1908.  As  matters  stand  at  present  the  qualification 
required  by  the  Minor  examination  is  not  inferior  to 
the  pharmaceutical  qualification  required  by  any  of  the 
British  Colonies  or  Dependencies;  and  for  this  reason 
hundreds  of  chemists  and  druggists  from  Great  Britain 
have  been  registered  abroad  without  further  examination. 
This  privilege  is  now  imperilled,  and  it  is  the  chemists  and 
druggists  of  Great  Britain  who  will  suffer  most  if  Colonial 
authorities  should  make  their  conditions  of  registration 
precisely  what  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  started  out  to 
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do.  Of  course,  we  do  not  overlook  the  fact  that  the 
Council  need  not  modify  present  conditions,  which  vir- 
tually imply  "  Courses  of  Study  and  Examination." 

Medical  and  Dental  Registers. 

This  week  has  been  published  "  The  Medical  Register 
for  1912"  (10s.  6fZ.)  and  "The  Dentists'  Register  for 
2912  "  (3s.  Ad.),  and  both  of  them  furnish  some  interesting 
figures  respecting  the  position  of  the  medical  and  dental 
professions.  In  the  case  of  the  Medical  Register  there 
are  40,913  names,  this  being  the  figure  for  December  31, 
1911,  against  40,483  at  the  corresponding  date  in  1910. 
From  this  it  would  seem  that  medical  practitioners  are  on 
the  increase ;  but  this  does  not  follow,  because  several 
factors  have  to  be  taken  into  account.  The  deaths 
are  practically  the  same  as  in  previous  years,  but 
the  number  of  names  removed  in  the  process  of 
correcting  the  Register  varies  in  such  an  erratic 
manner  that  the  statistical  importance  is  lost.  A  better 
guide  as  to  the  position  is  furnished  by  the  number  of 
names  added  to  the  Register,  which  this  year  is  the  smallest 
on  record.    We  give  the  figures  for  ten  years  : 


Added  by 
Registration 

Total  on 
Register 

1902   

1,275 

37,232 

1903   

1,233 

37,878 

1904   

1,168 

38,492 

1905   

1,240 

39,060 

1906   

1,197 

39,529 

1907   

1,221 

39,827 

1908   

1,137 

40,257 

1909   

1,143 

39,818 

1910   

1,062 

40,483 

1911   

1,042 

40,913 

From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  growth  of  the  medical 
profession  is  being  checked  from  the  source  and  the 
danger  of  overcrowding  diminished.  The  Dentists'  Regis- 
ter, on  the  other  hand,  shows  alterations  in  the  numbers 
of  dentists  as  follows:  1911,  5,007;  1910,  4,883;  1909, 
5,037 ;  1908,  4,994.  Here  the  continued  diminution  of  the 
number  of  those  registered  at  the  passing  of  the  Dentists 
Act,  1878,  is  taking  a  normal  course.  The  figures  are  : 
1908,  2,048;  1909,  1,948;  1910,  1,736;  1911,  1,707.  At  the 
present  time  one-third  of  the  names  on  the  Register  is 
of  persons  who  were  registered  on  their  own  declaration 
as  being  in  bona-fide  practice  of  dentistry  in  1878.  Of 
the  various  qualifications  registered  the  licentiates  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England  (L.D.S.)  are  the 
most  numerous  (1,988)  ;  next  to  them  are  the  licentiates  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh  (501).  Both 
the  Registers  are  useful  to  have  in  the  pharmacy  as  refer- 
ence-books, chemists  frequently  being  asked  by  customers 
as  to  the  scholastic  qualifications  of  both  doctors  and 
dentists — the  Registers  settle  the  question  definitely  so  far 
as  the  United  Kingdom  is  concerned.  They  are  published 
on  behalf  of  the  General  Medical  Council  by  Messrs. 
Spottiswoode  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

The  Strike  and  the  Business. 

Except  that  time  brings  man  nearer  to  the  settlement 
of  all  things,  we  seem  to  be  no  nearer  the  end  of  the 
coal  strike  this  week  than  we  were  last.  The  Government 
introduced  on  Tuesday  a  Bill  to  fix  a  minimum  wage  for 
underground  workers,  whose  rejection  on  second  reading 
is  being  moved  to-day  by  Mr.  Balfour  on  behalf  of  the 
Opposition,  and  the  miners  are  not  satisfied  with  it.  The 
political  results  are  outside  our  sphere.  Meanwhile  the 
chemical  and  drug  business  is  beginning  to  feel  the  pinch ; 


bottles  have  gone  up  by  10  per  cent. ,  and  some  other  com- 
modities whose  production  depends  upon  coal  are  higher. 
Chemists  and  druggists  in  the  mining  districts  are  suffer- 
ing, and  will  suffer  more.  Already  they  have  the  practical 
sympathy  of  wholesalers  from  whom  they  draw  their  sup- 
plies. This  affects  the  financial  situation,  and  the  outlook 
is  sufficiently  serious  to  call  for  unanimity  among  men  of 
light  and  leading,  irrespective  of  politics. 

The  Sale  of  Arsenical  Fly-papers. 

The  recent  trial  of  Seddon  for  poisoning  Miss  Barrow 
with  arsenic,  alleged  to  have  been  obtained  "from  Mather's 
fly-papers,  has  induced  a  writer  in  the  "  Westminster 
Gazette  ' '  to  discourse  on  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  one  of  his 
arguments  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  customer  must  sign  his  name  in  the  book.  And  here 
is  a  point  which  seems  to  deserve  special  emphasis.  The 
Arsenic  Act  of  1851  has  never  been  repealed.  It  must  include 
arsenical  fly-papers,  and  the  purchaser  of  such  things  should 
properly  be  obliged  to  sign  the  chemist's  book.  That  this 
signature  is  not  always  exacted  has  been  made  all  too  clear 
by  a  recent  pitiful  case,  of  which  we  have  all  been  reading 
the  squalid  details." 

The  writer  is  apparently  unaware  of  the  fact  that 
arsenical  fly-papers  were  expressly  excluded  from  Part  I. 
of  the  Poisons  Schedule  by  the  entry  in  the  1908  Act.  which 
is  "arsenic  and  its  medicinal  preparations."  Fly-papers 
not  being  medicinal  are  excluded  from  Part  I.  of  the 
Schedule,  and  are  in  Part  II.  Therefore  their  sale  does 
not  require  to  be  recorded  in  the  poisons  book.  As  to  the 
Arsenic  Act,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  fly-papers  are 
covered  by  its  provisions,  which  apply  solely  to  arsenic 
including  "  arsenious  acid  and  the  arsenites,  arsenic  acid 
and  the  arseniates,  and  all  other  colourless  poisonous  pre- 
parations of  arsenic."  As  Mather's  fly-papers  are  not 
colourless,  they  do  not  come  within  the  purview  of  the 
Act ;  besides,  the  terms  of  Section  6,  which  require  the 
arsenic  sold  to  be  coloured  with  60ot  or  indigo,  are 
obviously  inapplicable. 

British  Wines. 

The  regulations  on  the  blending  of  British  with  foreign 
wines  and  of  British  wines  with  spirits,  to  which  we  re- 
cently referred,  have  now  been  published,  and  are  printed 
elsewhere  in  this  issue.  The  mixing  of  these  wines  for 
sale,  which  has  heretofore  not  been  interfered  with  by  the 
authorities,  may  in  future  only  take  place  on  the  premises 
of  a  licensed  manufacturer  and  in  the  course  of  manufac- 
ture of  British  wines.  A  dealer  in,  or  retailer  of,  wines 
is  in  no  circumstances  allowed  to  mix  British  with  foreign 
wane  for  sale.  A  manufacturer  is  restricted  m  mixing 
wines  to  a  proportion  not  exceeding  fifteen  gallons  of 
foreign  to  every  hundred  gallons  of  British  wine.  He  is 
also  prohibited  for  the  future  from  adding  any  spirits 
to  British  wines  except  for  the  purpose  of  fortifying  the 
wines.  Nor  must  a  rectifier  or  compounder  of  spirits  mix 
British  wines  with  spirits  for  any  purpose ;  and  a  dealer 
in,  or  retailer  of,  spirits  may  only  mix  British  wines 
with  spirits  for  the  purpose  of  either  clarifying 
or  colouring  the  spirits.  As  regards  the  sale  of 
wines,  any  mixture  allowed  under  the  regulations  must 
in  future  be  kept  and  sold  as  British  wine  only  :  and  any 
dealer  in,  or  retailer  of,  foreign  or  British  wines  will  be 
liable  to  a  penalty  if  he  sells  or  keeps  for  sale  any  mixture 
of  the  wines  which  a  manufacturer  is  not  allowed  to 
make,  or  any  British  wines  to  which  spirits  have  been 
added  except  for  fortifying-purposes.  It  is  evident  that 
the  intention  of  the  regulation  is  to  put  a  stop  to  the  sale 
of  British  wines  on  which,  a6  is  well  known,  no  duty  is 
chargeable  in  the  room  of  foreign  wines  which  are  in  all 
cases  chargeable  with  Customs  duty.  In  order  to  mitigate 
any  hardships  that  might  be  caused  by  the  immediate  ap- 
plication of  the  regulations,  the  Board  of  Customs  and 
Excise  have  arranged  to  allow  a  period  of  three  months 
from  April  1  next  to  elapse  before  putting  the  regula- 
tions in  force.  This  is  solely  to  enable  existing  stocks  of 
mixed  British  and  foreign  wines  in  the  possession  of 
traders  on  that  date  which  do  not  conform  to  the  regula- 
tions to  be  worked  off,  and  does  not  allow  any  prohibited 
mixing  to  take  place  by  either  manufacturers,  dealers,  or 
retailers. 
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Report  on  the  Further  Investigation  of  Cubebs. 

By  John  C.  Umney,  F.C.S.,  and  H.  V.  Potter,  F.C.S., 
Pharmaceutical  Chemists. 


THE  results  of  the  further  investigation  of  the  various 
samples  of  cubebs,  to  which  reference  was  made  in 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  March  2,  have  brought  to 
light  some  important  facts  in  connection  with  this  drug. 
Out  of  eight  samples  of  fruits  from  various  sources  three 
have  proved  to  be  false,  while  a  fourth  appeared  to  be 
a  mixed  sample  of  genuine  with  spurious  fruits,  thus 
pointing  to  the  fact  that  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  cubebs 
at  present  on  the  market  either  do  not  comply  with  the 
characters  of  the  genuine  or  are  adulterated.  The 
grounds  on  which  these  fruits  have  been  put  forward  as 
genuine  or  fake  will  be  treated  under  the  respective 
samples. 

The  sulphuric-acid  test  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory 
under  the  present  method  of  application — i.e.,  the  action 
■of  the  acid  on  the  crushed  fruit — owing  to  the  difficulty 
in  most  cases  of  detecting  the  colour,  apart  from  the 
charring.    Thi6  was  therefore  modified  as  follows  : 

A  very  small  quantity  of  ether  extractive  was  placed  in  a 
porcelain  basin  with  one  drop  of  concentrated  sulphuric  acid 
and  stirred  with  a  glass  rod  for  exactly  thirty  seconds  to 
allow  the  colour  to  develop.  This  was  then  treated  with  1  c.c. 
of  ether,  and  the  dish  rotated  until  the  ether  evaporated, 
leaving  in  the  case  of  the  genuine  samples  -a  beautiful 
crimson  colour  on  the  side  of  the  dish,  but  in  the  case  of 
the  false  and  adulterated  fruits  the  colour  was  from  red 
intermingled  with  brown  to  deep  brown  colour. 

Samples  were  obtained  from  the  Museum  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Great  Britain,  and  used  as  the  types 
for  our  investigation. 


characters  microscopically,  and  the  following  are  the  re- 
sults obtained  on  analysis  : 


Short  Stalk. 


Long  Stalk 


Sections  of  Genuine  fkom  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Museum 
Specimens. 

No6.  1,  2,  and  3  were  samples  giving  ether  extractives 
of  23  per  cent.,  20  per  cent.,  and  21  per  cent,  respectively, 
quite  free  from  mace  odour,  and  all  giving  brilliant  crim- 
son colour  with  the  modified  sulphuric-acid  test.  No.  1 
fruits  were  light  brown  in  colour  with 
■well-developed  seeds,  indicating  that 
they  had  been  collected  when  the  fruits 
were  well  matured,  while  No.  3,  which 
was  of  a  dark  brownish-black  colour 
with  only  remnants  of  a  shrivelled  seed 
inside,  was  probably  collected  at  an 
earlier  period  during  the  development 
of  the  seed.  A  section  of  No.  1,  which 
is  identical  also  with  Nos.  2  and  3,  is 
illustrated,  and  will  be  found  to  com- 
pare excellently  with  that  of  the  true 
ctlbeb. 

Nos.  4  and  5  were  obtained  from  one 
source,  and  on  examination  were  found 
to  be  of  the   same   type,  giving  an 
ether  extractive  of  13  per  cent,  to  15  per  cent.,  which 
had   a  mace-like  odour.    These  two  exhibited  similar 


Section  of  No.  1. 


Ether 
Ex- 
tractive 

Stalks 

Extractive 
of  Fruit 
alone 

Odour  of 
Extractive 

Modified 
H-2S04Test 

No.  4 

13.8% 

13% 
(approx.) 

15.8% 

Mace-like 

Crimson- 
red  with 
patches  of 
brown 

No.  5 

15-5% 

Mace-like 

Crimson- 
red  with 
decided 
brown 
patches 

The  low  extractive  with  mace  odour  and  brown  colour 
with  sulphuric  acid  showed  these  fruits  to  be  of  an  abnor- 
mal type,  and  this  was  confirmed  by  the  section,  which, 
on  microscopic  examination,  showed  the  mesocarp  to  con- 
tain abundance  of  stone  cells  scattered  throughout  the 
tissue,  while  the  endocarp  consisted  of  two  rows  of  stone 
cells.  The  fruits  were  condemned  on  these  grounds  as 
false.  They  do  not  correspond  with  any  other  type6  of 
fruits  that  have  hitherto  been  described,  and  it  would 
therefore  appear  that  these  were  a  new  adulterant  of 
cubebs,  and  probably  a  different  variety  of  "pepper" 
from  those  already  identified. 


Sections  of  No.  4  Fruit. 
No.  6  was  then  examined,  the  results  of  analysis  being 


Ether 
Extractive 

Stalks 

Extractive 
of  Fruit 
alone 

Odour  of 
Extractive 

Modified 
H2S04Test 

15.6% 

8% 
(approx.) 

18.7% 

Very 
mace-like 

Dark  brown, 
no  crimson 

From  the  above  figures  and  tests  it  was  again  assumed 
that  these  fruits  were  spurious,  although  they  compared 
very  well  in  general  appearance  with  genuine  fruit. 
Externally  they  were  dark  brown  in  colour,  and  of  an 
average  cubeb  size  with  fairly  long  stalks,  but  the  pericarp 
was  not  so  wrinkled  as  that  of  the  genuine.  An  examina- 
tion of  a  section  at  once  indicated  a  spurious  variety. 
The  endocarp  consisted,  first,  of  a  row  of  almost  square 
cells  with  one  to  three  rows  of  tangentially  elongated 
stone  cells,  which  were  torpedo-shaped,  with  well-defined 
cavities.  In  one  case  these  cells  were  found  to  be  scat- 
tered here  and  there  in  the  mesocarp,  but  this  did  not 
generally  seem  to  be  the  case.    The  mesocarp  consisted 
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of  eight  to  nine  rows  of  elongated  cells,  which  did  not  call 
for  any  special  attention,  except  in  the  one  case  above. 
This  sample  was,  therefore,  undoubtedly  false.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  this  is  the  variety  known  as  Piper  ribesoides, 
which  has  three,  sometimes  four,  rows  of  cells  in  the 
endocarp. 


Sections  of  No.  6. 
No.  7  gave  the  following  results  : 


Ether 
Extractive 

Stalks 

Extractive 
of  Fruit 
alone 

Odour 

Modified 
H2S04Test 

17-26% 

5% 

20-5% 

More 

Decided 

normal 

reddish- 

crimson 

colour  with 

patches  of 

brown 

This  was  evidently  a  mixed  sample,  as  the  fruits  were 
of  various  sizes  and  colours,  and  sections  cut  from  separate 
fruit  exhibited  different  characters.  Three  illustrations 
are  given  of  sections  cut  from  three  types,  of  which  A 
was  considered  to  be  genuine,  while  B  and  C 
were  certainly  doubtful.  In  the  case  of  B  the  epicarp 
exhibited  quite  a  different  structure  from  any  before 
examined,  the  cells  being  much  larger,  with  large  inter- 
cellular spaces,  while  the  stone  cells  were  very  small  and 
square.  The  odour  of  the  extractive  was  more  normal, 
although  a  slight  trace  of  mace  odour  persisted.  From 
this  it  was  concluded  that  this  was  a  genuine  sample 
which  had  been  adulterated  with  false  fruits. 


err? 


<C7  ° 


O  _  ^ 


Sections  of  No.  7. 
B.  Not  genuine. 


A.  Genuine. 


No.  8  was  a  sample  adulterated  with  46  per  cent,  of 
stalks,  the  extractive  of  which  would  naturally  fall  very 
low.    Other  results  of  analysis  of  this  sample  were  : 


Ether 
Extractive 

Stalks 
present 

Extractive 
of  Fruit 
alone 

Odour 

Modified 
H2SO.iTest 

10.24% 

46% 

21-1% 

Normal 

Crimson 
colour 

The  ether  extractive  from  the  fruits  alone  and  the 
odour  and  colour  test  were  quite  normal,  showing  thifi 
to  be  a  genuine  fruit  which  calls  for  no  further  comment. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  note  that  a  careful  sketch  of  a 
cubeb  section  mounted  some  twelve  years  ago  was- 
obtained,  which  proved  to  be  a  genuine  fruit.  The  defini- 
tion in  this  slide  was  excellent,  and  it  was  therefore  con- 
sidered worthy  of  reproduction. 

From  these  observations  it 
would  appear  that  there  are, 
no  doubt,  various  species  of 
"peppers"  which  have  of  re- 
cent years  been  sold  as  genuine 
cubebs,  and  that  the  detection 
of  these  spurious  varieties  is  a 
matter  of  some  difficulty.  Since 
no  single  character  can  be  re- 
lied upon  to  distinguish  genu- 
ine from  false,  the  characters 
as  a  whole,  both  general  and 
histological,  must  be  taken 
into  account,  but  it  may  be 
safely  stated  that  these  fruits 
which  yield  extractives  having 
a  mace-like  odour  are  not 
genuine,  and  are  some  other 
species  of  cubebs.  The  pre- 
sence of  a  considerable  per- 
centage of  6talks  is  sufficient 
to  account  for  low  extractives 

in  many  cases,  since  the  stalks  alone  were  only  found  to 
yield  2.8  per  cent,  of  extractive  to  ether.  This  figure  is 
therefore  of  little  value  in  distinguishing  false  from 
genuine,  but  more  importance  must  be  attached  to  the 
odour  of  this  extractive,  coupled  with  its  action  to 
sulphuric  acid  as  described  above  and  the  histological 
examination  of  the  fruit. 


■ 

1 

if 

Section 

OF 

No. 

8 

(Genuine), 


ADVERTISING  IDEAS. 

A  Heap  of  Coal 

in  a  pharmacist's  window  would  probably  attract  atten- 
tion at  any  time,  and  just  now  it  ought  to  prove  a 
particularly  good  draw.  A  window-show  such  as  the 
following  can  be  adapted  to  almost  any  class  of  business, 
and  if  properly  managed  should  result  in  satisfactory 
sales  : 

If  they  can  be  spared  in  these  stirring  times  of  stress  and' 
strikes,  procure  half  a  dozen  large  lumps  of  coal  and  pile  in 
the  centre  of  the  window  on  the  floor.  Label  the  pile  ia 
bold  letters — 

"  The  Cause  of  the  Trouble." 
Explain  this  by  notes  based  on  the  following  facts  :  The 
chief  trouble  of  a  housekeeper  at  this  time  of  the  year  is 
the  spring  cleaning.  Spring  cleaning  is  necessitated  largely 
by  the  smoke  and  dirt  caused  by  gas  and  fire.  Coal,  there- 
fore, is  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  But  that  which  produces 
the  disease  also  supplies  the  remedy.  Ammonia  and  benzine 
for  cleaning,  carbolic  for  disinfecting,  are  all  the  products 
of  coal,  and  so  the  idea  is  to  fill  the  window  with  coal- 
products.  If  you  can  elaborate  the  display  on  the  bottom  of 
the  window  the  show  will  prove  all  the  more  effective. 

Model  coal-trucks  or  articles  modelled  in  coal  from  a 
neighbouring  coal  agent  would  heighten  the  effect — a  pick 
and  shovel,  a  piece  of  split  coal  showing  leaf-impressions,  if 
you  can  get  it.  Samples  of  crude  liquors  from  the  gas- 
works, properly  labelled  and  explained,  a  simple  piece  of 
apparatus  showing  distillation,  and  many  other  things  will 
suggest  themselves  to  the  pharmacist  anxious  to  make  the 
most  of  such  a  display.  The  window  should  contain  in  a* 
prominent  position  a  card  inscribed  : 
"  Everything  in  this  Window  is  Obtained  from  Coal." 
One  shelf  should  be  filled  with  cloudy  ammonia  in  bottles, 
different  sizes  and  prices,  and  ammon.  carb.  (lump)  in  glass- 
stoppered  jars,  and  benzine  on  another  shelf.  Carbolic  acid 
and  its  various  derivatives,  powder  and  liquid,  for  dis- 
infecting purposes,  on  a  third,  all  arranged  artistically,  and 
all  nlainlv  priced.  Coal-tar  soap  should  occupy  another 
shelf,  and  there  still  remains  a  small  case  of  antipyrin. 
antifebrin,  or  phenacetin  tablets  to  cure  the  housekeeper';} 
headache  when  she  is  "  through." 

As  variants  there  are  the  aniline  dyes,  useful  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  and  if  they  are  stocked  a  good  show 
might  be  made  of  them. — A.  E.  Bailey. 
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Pharmaceutical  Insurance 
Committees. 


THE  various  Pharmaceutical  Insurance  Committees  met 
at  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.,  on  Wednes 
day,  March  20.  The  Sub-Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  question  of  tariff  met  at  11  a.m.,  and  the  Executive 
Committee  met  at  2  p.m.,  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  Per- 
manent Standing  Committee  at  3  o'clock.  Mr.  P.  F. 
Bowsell,  F.C.S.  (Exeter),  occupied  the  chair,  and  there 
were  also  present  Messrs.  E.  S.  Waring,  T.  W.  Townley, 
A.  Hagon,  D.  Arnott,  W.  B.  Trick,  Harry  Kemp,  G.  V.C. 
Last,  J.  B.  Francis,  F.  J.  Gibson,  E.  Carpenter,  J.  C. 
Pentney,  A.  Milne,  J.  H.  Cuff,  C.  B.  Allen,  H.  G.  Greenish, 
J.  F.  Harrington,  R.  C.  Walshaw,  Thos.  Stephenson,  J.  P. 
Gilmour,  A.  Harmer,  and  the  Secretary  (Mr.  W.  J. 
Uglow  Woolcock).  Letters  of  apology  for  absence  were 
read  from  Messrs.  W.  L.  Currie,  J.  F.  Tocher,  and  J.  W. 
Sutherland. 

After  the  confirmation  of  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting,  the  question  of  the  admission  of  reporters  was 
raised,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  meetings  of  the  Com- 
mittee should  not  be  open  to  the  Press,  but  that  a  report 
be  furnished  to  the  trade  journals.  The  Chairman  pre- 
sented the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  with  the 
following  recommendations  : 

1.  That  the  present  Standing  Committee  on  Insurance  be 
continued,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  bodies  nominating 
the  members,  and  shall  include  the  Chairman  and  Secretary 
of  each  National  Committee. 

2.  That  a  National  Insurance  Pharmaceutical  Committee 
be  set  up  for  England,  for  Scotland,  and  for  Wales,  and  that 
the  members  of  the  Standing  Committee  who  represent 
each  part  shall  be  responsible  for  setting  up  the  National 
Committee,  and  further,  that  Mr.  Woolcock  be  required  to 
initiate  the  formation  of  the  English  and  Welsh  National 
Committees. 

3.  That  in  all  arrangements  whioh  the  National  Com- 
mittees may  make  with  the  Insurance  Commissioners  the 
National  Committees  shall  act  in  harmony  with  the  Standing 
(Joint)  Committee. 

4.  That  third-class  railway  fare  be  paid  to  the  members 
of  all  the  committees. 

A  considerable  discussion  took  place  on  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Executive  Committee,  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Stephenson  pointing  out  the  objections 
felt  in  Scotland  to  the  proposed  Permanent  Standing  Com- 
mittee. Finally,  recommendations  2  and  4  were  unani- 
mously adopted.  Recommendation  1  was  adopted  by  the 
Committee,  Mr.  Gilmour  and  Mr.  Stephenson  dissenting. 
Recommendation  3  was  adopted  by  the  Committee,  Mr. 
Gilmour  voting  against  and  Mr.  Stephenson  abstaining 
from  voting. 

The  Committee  next  took  into  consideration  the  question 
of  the  tariff,  and  the  suggestions  made  by  the  sub-com- 
mittee of  the  Executive  were  explained  by  the  Chairman. 
After  a  long  discussion  it  was  agreed  that  copies  of  the 
tariff  be  submitted  for  further  consideration  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  question  whether  a  Pharmaceutical  "Approved" 
Society  should  be  initiated  by  the  Standing  Insurance  Com- 
mittee was  referred  to  the  Executive. 

It  was  decided  that  a  meeting  of  pharmacists  be  held 
during  the  first  week  in  May  for  the  purpose  of  setting 
up  the  English  National  Pharmaceutical  Insurance  Com- 
mitter. 

The  Committee  took  into  consideration  the  question  of 
finance.  The  Secretary  reported  the  response  that  had 
been  made  to  the  appeal  already  printed  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  and  other  journals,  which  he  considered  to 
be  of  a  fairly  satisfactory  nature.  The  members  of  the 
Committee  undertook  to  urge  locally  the  necessity  for 
bringing  to  the  attention  of  pharmacists  the  work  of  the 
Committee  and  the  need  for  financial  assistance. 

Dr  Paul  Lemaire  ("  Repertoire  do  Pharmacie  ")  reports 
that  he  has  found  traces  of  copper  in  caffeine.  His  atten- 
tion was  called  to  it  by  a  green-blue  colour  developed  in  a 
mixture  of  caffeine  and  sodium  benzoate. 


"  National  Formulary." 

THE  latest  new  formulas  issued  are  for  granular  effer- 
vescent   salts,    and    we    append    them    with  the 
instructions  in  brief. 

General  Formula. — The  citric  acid  should  be  in  clear, 
unefHorcsced  crystals,  and  be  finely  powdered  just  before 
using.  All  other  ingredients  should  be  well  dried  at  a 
temperature  not  exceeding  50°  C,  until  they  cease  to  lose 
weight,  then  finely  powdered  and  passed  through  a  No.  60 
sieve.    Do  all  this  in  a  dry  atmosphere. 

Directions  for  Granulating  in  an  Oven. — Having  pre- 
pared the  ingredients  as  directed  above,  intimately  mix  the 
powders,  without  trituration,  adding  the  citric  acid  last,  and 
spread  the  resulting  product  evenly,  about  1  in.  thick  on  a 
sheet  of  paper  on  a  canvas  tray,  glass  plate,  or  shallow 
porcelain  or  enamelled  dish,  and  place  it  in  an  oven  heated 
to  between  95°  and  105°  C.  Allow  the  powder  to  remain, 
without  stirring,  until  it  has  become  moist  and  acquired  the 
proper  consistency — about  that  of  dough — then  immediately 
force  the  mass  through  a.  No.  6  tinned-iron  sieve,  and  dry 
the  granules  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding  50°  C.  When 
dry,  again  pass  the  granular  powder  through  a  No.  6  tinned- 
iron  sieve,  transfer  it  to  dry  bottles  or  containers,  and' 
hermetically  seal  them. 

Directions  for  Granulating  on  a  Water-bath.— If  a  small 
qtiantity  of  the  salt  is  to  be  prepared,  say  100  grams,  the 
mixed  powders  may  be  transferred  to  a  covered  dish  on  a 
water-bath  or  to  a  double  boiler,  heated  by  water  actively 
boiling,  the  inner  dish  being  actually  in  contact  with  the 
water,  and  the  resulting  pasty  mass  stirred  until  dry.  The 
dry  granules  should  be  immediately  passed  through  a 
No.  6  tinned-iron  sieve  -and  transferred  to  a  dry  container,, 
which  should  then  be  hermetically  sealed. 

In  the  subjoined  formulas  the  yield  in  each  case  should  bs 
about  1,000  grams  : 


G.E.  Artificial  Carlsbad  Salt. 

Citrio  acid      ...      ...  250  Gm. 

Sodium  bicarbonate  ...    300  Gm. 

Carlsbad  salt,  artificial   266  Gm. 

Tartaric  acid   157  Gm. 

Sodium  bicarbonate  ...  100  Gm. 
G.E.  =  Granular  Effervescent. 

G.E.  Artificial  Kissimjcn  Salt. 

Citric  acid    250  Gm. 

Sodium  bicarbonate  ...  300  Gm. 
Kissingen  salt,  artificial  400  Gm. 

Tartaric  acid   94  Gm. 

Sodium  bicarbonate  ...    106  Gm. 

G.E.  Artificial  Vichy  Salt  with 
Lithium. 

Citrio  acid   250.0  Gm. 

Sodium  bicarbonate  300.0  Gm. 
Vichy  salt,  artificial  250.0  Gm. 
Lithium  citrate  ...  83.3  Gm. 
Tartaric  acid  ...  125.35  Gm. 
Sodium  bicarbonate  141.35  Gm. 
The  lithium  citrate  Bhould  bo 

dried  on  a  water-bath  until 
anhydrous  before  adding  it  to 

the  mixture. 


G.E.  Artificial  Vichy  Salt. 

Citrio  acid   250.0  Gm. 

Sodium  bicarbonate  300.0  Gm. 
Vichy  salt,  artificial  250.0  Gm. 
Tartaric  acid  ...  164.5  Gm. 
Sodium   bicarbonate    185.5  Gm. 

G.E.  Potassium  Bromide. 
Citric  acid   250.0  Gm. 


Sodium  bicarbonate 
Potassium  bromide 
Tartaric  acid 
Sodium  bicarbonate 


300.0  Gm. 
166.66  Gm. 
203.7  Gm. 
229.7  Gm. 


Alkaline  G.E.  Lithium 
Potassium,  and  Caffeine 

Citric  acid   

Sodium  bicarbonate 

Caffeine   

Sodium  bicarbonate 
Potassium  bicarb. 
Lithium  carbonate 
Tartaric  acid 
Sodium  bicarbonate 


250.0  Gm. 
300.0  Gm. 
8.33  Gm. 
83.33  Gm. 
83.33  Gm. 
41.66  Gm. 

180.17  Gm. 

203.18  Gm. 


British  Wines. 


T  was  intimated  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  Feb- 
ruary 17,  index  folio  274,  that  the  Commissioners  of 
Customs  and  Excise  proposed  to  issue  regulations  regarding 
the  mixing  and  sale  of  British  and  foreign  wines.  We 
append  the  regulations  as  now  gazetted  : 

FINANCE  ACT,  1911. 
Regulations  under  Section  10. 
BRITISH  WINES. 
The  Commissioners  of  Customs  and  Excise,  in  pursuance 
of  the  powers  vested  in  them  by  Section  10  of  the  Finance 
Act,  1911,  hereby  prescribe  the  following  Regulations,  which 
are  to  be  observed  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  April,  1912. 

1.  A  manufacturer  for  sale  of  British  wines  or  sweets  or 
made  wines  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  British  wine)  must 
not 

(a)  mix  any  British  wine  with  any  foreign  wine,  except 
in  the  course  of  manufacture;  or 

(6)  in  course  of  manufacture  mix  with  any  British  wine 
any  foreign  wine  in  any  quantity  exceeding  the  proportion 
of  15  gallons  of  foreign  wine  to  100  gallons  of  British  wine ; 
or 

(c)  mix  any  spirits  with  any  British  wine  except  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  fortifying  the  wine. 
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2.  Every  manufacturer  for  sale  of  British  wine  must,  on 
sending  out  any  British  wine,  enter  in  the  entry  book 
■obtained  by  him  from  the  Officer  of  Customs  and  Excise 
the  following  particulars,  that  is  to  say : 

(a)  The  name  and  address  of  the  person  to  whom  wine  is 
sent  out ;  and 

(6)  the  quantity  and  description  of  the  wine  sent  out; 
and 

(c)  the  date  when  the  wine  is  sent  out. 

The  entries  must  be  made  before  the  expiration  of  the 
day  on  which  the  wine  is  sent  out,  and  are  additional  to 
the  entries  required  to  be  made  in  the  book  pursuant  to  the 
regulations  made  on  August  8,  1906,  under  Sub-section  (2) 
•of  Section  7  of  the  Revenue  Aot,  1906. 

3.  A  dealer  in  or  retailer  of  foreign  wine  or  British 
wine  must  not 

(a)  mix  for  sale  any  foreign  wine  with  any  British  wine;  or 
(6)  sell  or  expose  for  sale  any  British  wine  which  contains 

foreign  wine  in  any  quantity  exceeding  the  proportion  of 

15  gallons  of  foreign  wine  to  100  gallons  of  British  wine;  or 
(c)   sell  or  expose  for  sale  any  British  wine  to  which 

spirits  have  been  added  except  for    the  sole  purpose  of 

fortifying  the  wine. 

4.  A  rectifier  or  compounder  of  spirits  must  not  mix  any 
British  wine  with  any  spirits,  either  for  the  manufacture  of 
British  compounds  or  for  any  other  purpose. 

5.  A  dealer  in  or  retailer  of  spirits  must  not  mix  any 
British  wine  with  any  spirits  except  for  the  sole  purpose 
•of  colouring  or  fining  the  spirits. 

6.  British  win©  manufactured  in  conformity  with  these 
regulations  must  not,  by  reason  of  the  admixture  therewith 
•of  foreign  wine,  be  sent  out  or  sold  or  exposed  for  sale, 
otherwise  than  under  the  designation  of  a  British  wine. 

Dated  this  8th  day  of  March.  1912.  _ 

Signed  by  Order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  and 
Excise, 

J.  P.  Byrne,  Secretary. 

Custom  House,  London. 


POISONING  FATALITIES. 

Four  deaths  from  poisoning  have  been  chronicled  during 
the  week.  We  give  brief  particulars  of  these  and  also  of 
other  fatalities,  mention  of  which  were  held  over  last  week. 

Ammonia  was  the  suicidal  agent  used  by  Bertha  Gregory 
(38)  at  Sheffield.  _ 

Arsenic. — Beatrice  Hursey  (24),  the  wife  of  a  lodge-keeper 
at  Bailiwick,  near  Enfield,  who  had  had  trouble  over  some 
missing  money,  poisoned  herself  and  her  three  children 
(aged  six  and  three  years  and  eleven  months  respectively) 
with  weed-killer  containing  arsenic.  At  the  inquest  the  jury 
found  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  against  the  mother,  who. 
they  considered,  was  insane  at  the  time  she  committed 
suicide. — At  the  inquest  held  at  Nottingham  on  Margaret 
Kate  Leek,  aged  two,  a  verdict  of  "death  from  arsenical 
poisoning  "  was  returned,  but  the  jury  said  that  there  was 
not  sufficient  evidence  to  show  how  the  poison  got  into  the 
•child's  system. 

Carbolic  Acid. — At  Irishconnell,  co.  Cavan,  Ellen 
McDonald  drank  carbolic  acid  in  mistake  for  medicine,  and 
died  an  hour  afterwards. — Mrs.  Mary  Jones  was  found  dead 
in  a  restaurant  at  Queen  Street,  Carmarthen,  on  Sunday 
night,  and  a  Coroner's  jury  has  since  found  that  death  was 
due  to  drinking  carbolic  acid. 

Irritant  Poison. — Mary  Elizabeth  Mogge  (44),  of  Norbury, 
committed  suicide  by  taking  poison.  At  the  inquest  Dr. 
Everington  said  that  the  cause  of  death  was  an  irritant 
poison — probably  hydrochloric  acid. 

Nitric  Acid. — A  Dublin  engraver  named  Wan.  Dalziel 
poisoned  himself  with  this  acid.  Deceased,  who  worked  in 
the  Ordnance  Department,  Phoenix  Park,  had  access  to  the 
store  containing  the  acid. 

Poisonous  Liniment. — A  Newcastle  fitter  named  John 
Wiper  (52)  has  died  from  the  effects  of  drinking  some 
liniment. 

Prussic  Acid. — At  Warwick,  Mr.  John  Holliday.  chemist 
and  druggist,  committed  suicide  while  temporal  ily  insane 
by  taking  this  poison.  Deceased  had  been  distracted  of  late 
with  neuralgia. 

Pat  Poison. — Samuel  Armstrong  (22),  collier,  Ancoats, 
Manchester,  killed  himself  by  taking  rat  poison. 

Spirit  of  Salt,  taken  in  mistake  for  rough  mixture,  caused 
the  death  of  Geo.  Jolley  (44),  bookbinder,  Clerkenwell. — 
Thomas  Farwell,  groom.  Tring,  poisoned  himself  with  this 
•corrosive  fluid. — At  Manchester  .an  elderly  man,  Edwin 
Waterton,  who  drank  a  quantity  of  spirit  of  salt  and  metal- 
polish  four  months  ago  from  a  bottle  near  to  and  very 
similar  to  a  whisky-bottle,  died  on  Sunday.  At  the  inquest 
the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "  Death  by  misadventure." 

Veronal  ended  the  life  of  Ethel  Mary '  Wimperis  (43),  who 
was  visiting  St.  Ives. 


Molecular  Physics. 


PROFESSOR  SIR  JOSEPH  THOMSON,  O.M.,  F.R.S., 
received  quite  an  ovation  on  commencing  his 
fourth  lecture  at  the  Royal  Institution  on  Saturday, 
March  16,  the  announcement  having  been  made  that 
morning  of  his  appointment  to  the  Order  of  Merit.  After 
the  applause  had  subsided,  he  began  the  fourth  lecture 
on  molecular  physics  by  referring  to  the  characteristic 
Rontgen  radiations  from  metals,  the  action  of  which  can  be 
largely  explained  by  some  recent  low-temperature  work  by 
Nemst.  There  is  an  intimate  connection  with  the  results 
obtained  by  examining  the  specific  heats  of  bodies  at  low 
temperatures,  and  Nernst  has  shown  that  the  specific  heats 
of  some  metals  almost  disappear  at  the  temperature  of 
liquid  hydrogen,  this  being  in  accordance  with  the  hypo- 
thesis of  secondary  radiation,  which  is  influenced  pro- 
portionally to  the  specific  heat.    Every  molecular  system 


Simple  Illuminator  fob  Ultra- 
microscope. 

l,  lens  ;  M,  microscope  ;  G,  glass  giving 
total  reflection. 


Apparatus  for  Showing 
Charge  on  Colloidal 
Particles. 

w,  wire ;  T,  glass  tube  con- 
taining water  ;  d,  mem- 
brane covering  end  of 
tube;  c,  colloidal  solution. 


contains  a  definite  amount  of  energy,  and  at  a  certain 
temperature  the  energy  is  proportional  to  the  tempera- 
ture. The  secondary  radiation  may  be  looked  upon  as 
resulting  from  a  previously  detached  particle  negatively 
charged  falling  into  the  system.  The  definite  energy  re- 
quired to  break  up  and  recombine  such  a  molecular  sys- 
tem is  proportional  to  the  temperature  of  the  body — the 
particle  falling  into  the  system  sets  it  vibrating  with  its 
own  rate,  resulting  in  a  characteristic  radiation.  The 
lecturer  next  considered  the  properties  of  colloidal  sub- 
stances. These  are  not  very  attractive,  being  sticky  and 
slimy.  Typical  colloids  are  gum,  caramel,  and  white  of 
egg.  When  mixed  with  water  these  have  very  interesting 
properties  :  the  solutions  scatter  light,  thus  indicating  the 
presence  of  fine  particles,  which  vary  in  size ;  although 
much  larger  than  ordinary  molecules,  they  are  quite  in- 
visible in  the  most  powerful  microscope,  but  they  can  be 
counted  by  using  the  ultra-microscope,,  'which  reveals 
bodies  if  powerfully  illuminated  by  the  light  scattered 
by  each  small  particle.  The  simplest  demonstration  of 
this  is  the  luminosity  of  the  air  produced  by  the  optical 
lantern.  Neither  the  shape  nor  the  size  of  the  particles 
can  be  ascertained,  except  indirectly.  Mr.  Burton, 
working  with  a  minute  drop  of  known  size  of  a  very  dilute 
colloidal  solution  of  silver,  has  been  able  to  count  the  num- 
ber of  particles.  The  smallest  particle  visible  in  this  way  is 
about  5*10"'.  The  lecturer  exhibited  what  he  said  was 
probably  the  oldest  colloidal  solution  of  gold  in  the  world. 
This  was  prepared  by  Faraday  fifty-five  years  ago,  and 
during  the  interval  there  has  been  no  deposition.  The 
calculated  rate  of  fall  of  this  solution  (strength  1  in  70,000) 
would  be  at  the  rate  of  1  cm.  per  annum ;  this  rate  would 
be  more  than  counterbalanced  by  conduction  currents.  If 
these  particles  can  be  made  to  unite  to  form  larger  par- 
ticles, then  they  fall  at  a  perceptible  rate,  this  increase  in 
size  representing  a  state  of  coagulation  ;  Lord  Rayleigh  has 
shown  that  surface  tension  tends  to  bring  about  this 
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agglomeration,  but  the  reason  is  that  the  particles  are 
charged  electrically,  developing  a  repulsion  which  more 
than  counterbalances  the  surface  tension.  The  lecturer 
showed  experimentally  that  in  a  colloidal  solution  of 
hydrate  of  iron  the  particles  were  charged  positively, 
whereas  in  a  colloidal  solution  of  arsenious  sulphide  the 
particles  were  charged  negatively.  To  show  this  two 
U-tubes  were  connected  in  series  with  a  circuit  of 
400  volts ;  in  the  space  of  half  an  hour  it  was  seen 
that  in  the  case  of  one  solution  the  particles  had  been 
driven  away  from  the  anode,  whereas  in  the  other  solution 
the  particles  had  been  repelled  from  the  cathode — iron 
went  one  way,  arsenic  the  other.  In  these  cases  the  charged 
particle  may  be  considered  as  being  surrounded  by  a 
sphere  of  the  solvent  which  is  oppositely  electrified,  the 
two  acting  like  the  coatings  of  a  Leyden  jar ;  therefore  the 
introduction  of  an  electrolyte  causes  neutralisation  with 
consequent  coagulation.  A  colloidal  gold  solution  was 
made  by  adding  one  drop  of  ethereal  solution  of  phos- 
phorus to  a  solution  of  gold  chloride ;  upon  adding  a 
solution  of  sodium  chloride  precipitation  was  seen.  This 
action  explains  the  deposition  of  mud  at  the  mouth  of  a 
river,  where  it  becomes  mixed  with  sea-water.  The  ex- 
periment was  known  to  Faraday  sixty  years  ago,  and  he 
also  noted  that  divalent  substances  like  calcium  are  more 
effective  than  sodium  or  potassium.  If  colloids  carrying 
opposite  charges  are  mixed,  coagulation  takes  place.  This 
was  shown  by  mixing  the  above-mentioned  iron  and  arsenic 
solutions.  Some  substances,  like  albumen,  are  capable  of 
existing  as  oppositely  charged,  depending  as  to  whether 
they  are  acid  or  alkaline.  A  very  interesting  way  of  pro- 
ducing colloidal  solutions  of  metals  is  by  sparking  under 
pure  distilled  water.  This  was  shown  by  sparking  copper 
wires,  using  24  volts. 

The  Origin  of  Radium. 

THE  Friday  evening  discourse  on  March  15  at  the  Eoyal 
Institution,  Albemarle  Street,  London,  W.,  was  by 
Mr.  Frederick  Soddy  on  "  The  Origin  of  Radium."  The 
Duke  of  Northumberland  was  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Soddy 
began  by  referring  to  atomic  disintegration  as  the  philo- 
sophical explanation  put  forward  ten  years  ago  to  account 
for  the  facts  which  had  accumulated  in  radioactivity.  It 
was  based  on  simple  chemical  evidence,  which  he  reviewed, 
beginning  with  the  separation  of  the  radioactive  elements, 
radium,  actinium,  and  polonium,  from  pitchblende  by  Mine. 
Curie.  Then  followed  the  separation  of  bodies  known 
as  uranium  x  and  thorium  x  from  uranium  and  thorium, 
and  the  discovery  that  thorium  regained  its  activity. 
The  facts  were  soon  established  that  these  elements  showed 
growth  and  decay  and  that  atoms  were  no  longer  the 
fundamental  foundation  of  matter.  The  peculiar  feature 
of  atomic  disintegration  is  that  as  a  rule  there  is  a  great 
number  of  successive  changes  and  that  the  rate  of  change 
is  always  proportionate  to  the  amount  unchanged.  A 
machine  was  exhibited  which  by  mechanical  arrangements 
simulated  the  molecular  changes  of  chemistry  by  means  of 
curves  on  squared  paper.  Attention  was  then  called  to 
a  diagram  on  the  wall  upon  which  was  given  the  time 
of  disintegration  of  radioactive  substances  : 
Uranium,  8  x  10'  years.  BaO,  28.1  minutes. 

Uranium  x,  35.5  days.  Ra  O',  1.9  minutes. 

Ionium,  at  least  100,000  years.     j  Ra  D;  24  (?)  years. 
Radium,  2,500  years.  |  Ra  E,  7.25  days. 

Ra  emanation,  5.57  days.  Ra  F  (polonium),  202  day9. 

Ra  A,  4.3  minutes.  Ra  G  (probably  lead). 

Ra  B,  38.5  minutes.  I 

The  consideration  of  atomic  disintegration,  as  shown 
here,  was  further  considered,  as  also  the  methods  by  which 
the  calculations  were  made,  the  conclusion  being  that 
uranium,  the  parent  body,  has  a  period  of  8.000  million 
years.  Mr.  Soddy  recounted  the  experiments  which  are 
being  conducted  at  Glasgow  University  with  purified 
uranium.  At  first  an  imperfectly  purified  uranium  w;as 
employed,  and  then  3  kilos,  of  the  substance  purified  by  a 
new  method.  If  1  cwt.  could  be  employed  more  definite 
results  would  be  obtained. 

Among  the  exhibits  in  the  library  were  fine  chemicals 
by  Messrs.  Hopkin  &  Williams.  Ltd.,  and  splinthariscopes 
by  Mr.  F.  H.  Glew. 


WINTER  SESSION. 


Association  Presidents. 

Me.  James  Harris  Scampton,  who  has  lately  succeeded  Mr. 
F.  W.  Hornby  as  President  of  the  Bournemouth  Pharma- 
ceutical   Association,     is  a 


native  of  Coventry,  of  which 
his  father,  the  late  Alderman 
Scampton,  was  Mayor  in 
1880-81.  He  was  educated 
at  King  Henry  VIII. 
School,  Coventry,  and  when 
in  his  fifteenth  year  was  in 
1885  apprenticed  to  Mr. 
Charles  Thompson,  Ph.C, 
Sparkbrook,  Birmingham. 
In  1890  he  went  as  an  assis- 
tant to  Mr.  E.  Worth, 
Bournemouth,  remaining 
with  him  until  1892,  when 
he  returned  to  Birmingham 
in  order  to  study  for  the 
Minor  examination  under 
Mr.  F.  H.  Aleock.  Having 
passed  the  examination  in 
April  1893,  he  joined  Messrs. 
Allen  &  Hanburys'   staff  in 


r 


Mr.  J.  H.  Scampton-. 


Vere  Street,  remaining  there  until  1897,  when  he  purchased 
the  pharmacy  at  123  Holdenhurst  Road,  Bournemouth, 
which  had  been  carried  on  by  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  pre- 
viously was  a  branch  of  his  old  employer's— Mr.  Worth. 


Brief  Records. 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society.— 

A  practical  demonstration  of  liquefying  gases  was  one  of 
the  interesting  features  of  a  lecture  delivered  to  the 
members  by  Dr.  W.  E.  S.  Turner  last  week.  The  lecture 
was  illustrated  by  lantern-slides,  and  Dr.  Turner  showed  how 
air  could  be  turned  into  a  source  of  profit. 

Stockton-on-Tees  Chemists'  Association.— A  meeting 
was  held  on  March  12,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  A.  H. 
Mossom.  A  local  Organisation  Committee  was  formed  to 
guard  the  interest  of  the  members  in  connection  with  the 
National  Insurance  Act,  and  it  was  also  decided  to  assist 
the  work  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Insurance  Committee  by 
sending  a  contribution  of  2s.  per  member. 

Salford  Pharmacists'  Association.  —A  meeting  was 
held  on  March  15,  the  President  (Mr.  D.  A.  Cargill)  in  the 
chair.  Messrs.  Stout,  Simmons,  Lewis,  Gill,  Blore,  Hyde, 
Harrop,  Brown,  Fletcher,  and  Davison  also  attended.  On  a 
communication  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  it  was 
decided  to  leave  over  the  appointment  of  an  Organising  Com- 
mittee until  the  next  meeting.  The  Shops  Act  also  came  in 
for  some  discussion. 

Ipswich  Chemists'  Association.— Mr.  R.  S.  Anness 
(President)  presided  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  Great  White 
Horse  Hotel  on  March  14,  the  others  present  being  Messrs. 
Wiggin,  Symonds,  Jackson,  A.  Matcham,  Edward,  Miller, 
Chard,  Cornell,  and  Stones.  Mr.  W.  J.  U.  Woolcock  gave 
the  members  an  address  on  the  National  Insurance  Act. 
and  explained  the  Federation  scheme  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  At  the  close  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr. 
Woolcock. 

Tynemouth  Pharmacists'  Association.  —  At  a  meet- 
ing held  in  the  Bath  Hotel,  Tynemouth,  last  week,  Mr. 
J.  Fawcett  Hogg  presided.  Messrs.  Hogg,  Buckley, 
McBryde,  and  H.  S.  Williamson  were  appointed  to  act  as 
a  committee  in  connection  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
organisation  scheme.  The  members  felt  that  Mr.  Woolcock's 
invitation  for  subscriptions  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Insur- 
ance Committee  was  a  mistake,  as  chemists  would  be  more 
inclined  to  give  small  subscriptions  to  this  fund  than 
guineas  to  the  Society. 

Chesterfield  Pharmacists'  Association.  —  The  meet- 
ing referred  to  in  our  issue  of  March  16  was  presided  over 
by  Mr.  A.  W.  Greaves.  The  principal  business  was  in 
regard  to  closing  under  the  Shops  Act.  It  was  agreed  to 
close  at  7.30  p.m.  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and 
Fridays,  and  at  10.30  p.m.  on  Saturdays.  This  was  to  take 
effect  as  from  May  1,  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  H. 
Toplis)  was  instructed  to  take  steps  for  a  closing  order  under 
the  Act.  Every  Chesterfield  chemist  present  signed  the 
petition.  It  was  agreed  to  subscribe  to  the  funds  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Insurance  Committee.  Mr.  Toplis  was  most 
cordially  thanked  for  his  services  as  Secretary. 

Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association.- Mr.  J.  B.  Wood 
presided  at  the  meeting  last  week,  when  local  action  under 
the  Shops  Act  was  referred  to,  and  it  was  stated  that  the 
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Chamber  of  Trade  had  fixed  Wednesday  as  the  half-holiday. 
Mr.  Cooper  reported  that  the  annual  whist-drive  showed  a 
substantial  profit.  It  was  resolved  to  contribute  M.  3.?.  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Insurance  Committee's  Fund.  The 
members  present  contributed  12.  2.?.  bd.,  and  it  was  expected 
that  the  sum  would  be  made  up  to  bl.  A  long  discussion 
ensued  as  to  the  Position  of  Doctors'  Dispensers  under  the 
Insurance  Act,  and  the  view  was  expressed  that  this  work 
could  be  done  only  under  the  supervision  of  qualified 
pharmacists. 

Hartlepools  Chemists'  Association.— A  special  meet- 
ing was  held  on  March  14  at  Birk's  Cafe,  West  Hartlepool, 
to  consider  the  reorganisation  of  the  Association  and  to 
discuss  the  National  Insurance  Act.  There  were  present 
Alderman  Clark-son  (in  the  chair),  Messrs.  Barker,  Denton, 
Ferry,  Gamlen,  Gibson,  Leithead,  Pattison,  Robinson, 
Timmins,  Troupe,  Vernon,  Wall-burn,  and  Whitehead.  After 
some  discussion,  it  was  resolved  to  reorganise  the  Associa- 
tion. Alderman  Clarkson  was  re-elected  President,  and  the 
following  were  elected  as  a  Committee:  Messrs.  Barker, 
Denton,  Gamlen,  Leithead,  and  R.  B.  Ferry  (Hon.  Secre- 
tary). _  These  elected  members  also  represent  the  Local 
Organisation  Committee. 

Dundee  Pharmacists'  Association.— An  open  meeting 
was  held  in  Mather's  Hotel  on  March  14,  Mr.  Charles 
Stephen  presiding.    Messrs.  R.  G.  Strachan,  J.  P.  Ferrier, 

G.  J.  Lindsay,  J.  R.  Milne,  W.  Si-me,  C.  Young,  J.  Hodge, 
John  Anderson,  D.  M.  Jamieson,  J.  Thomson,  W.  Walker, 
J.  H.  Thomson,  P.  Mitchell,  C.  Duncan,  R.  M.  Lindsay, 

H.  J.  Hunt,  W.  S.  Moir,  W.  C.  Ramsay,  L.  P.  Michie, 
J.  Duff,  and  J.  Williamson  were  also  present.  Mr.  Stephen 
referred  to  the  closing  order  under  the  Shop  Hours  Act,  1904, 
saying  that  it  was  most  gratifying  to  see  the  very  loyal  way 
in  which  it  had  been  adopted  throughout  the  city.  Par- 
ticulars of  the  representative  meeting  of  Scottish  pharma- 
cists to  be  held  in  Edinburgh  on  March  22  were  then  read, 
also  notes  from  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  on  Local  Organisa- 
tion in  Scotland,  The  Separation  of  Prescribing  and  Dis- 
pensing, and  the  Shops  Act  (1911)  were  discussed  at  some 
length. 

Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association.— A  meeting 

was  held  on  March  15  at  Croydon  Chambers,  Regent  Street, 
Mr.  E.  H.  Church  (President)  in  the  chair.  Among  those 
present  were  Messrs.  E.  S.  Peck,  M.A.,  B.  S.  Campkin, 
Evans,  Course,  Parson,  Missen,  Hams,  Pratt,  Smout, 
Titterington,  Laxton,  Tuck,  Parker,  Williams,  and  Mallett. 
Mr.  Wood  contributed  a^  paper  on  Forcir/n  Prescriptions, 
giving  his  experiences  in  dispensing  at  Beaulieu,  Cannes,  and 
Cairo.  French  pharmacy,  dispensing,  etc.,  were  dealt  with 
at  considerable  length,  and  the  paper  was  illustrated  with 
specimen  prescriptions  and  dispensing  and  proprietary  labels 
used  in  French,  German,  Russian,  Greek.  Arabic,  Mexican, 
Egyptian,  Swiss,  Spanish,  and  African  pharmacies.  At 
the  close  of  the  lecture  Mr.  Wood  answered  a  number  of 
questions,  and  was  accorded  a  vote  of  thanks  for  his  interest- 
ing and  instructive  contribution. 

North-East  Xancashire  Association.  — This  Association 
lias  been  reorganised,  and  at  a  first  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee on  March  13,  with  Mr.  W.  H.  Grimshaw,  the  new 
President,  presiding,  new  rules  were  drawn  up  for  the 
government  of  the  Association  in  future,  and  these  will  be 
submitted  to  a  general  meeting  in  April  for  approval.  The 
Shops  Act  and  a  statement  on  pharmaceutical  matters  by 
Mr.  R.  L.  Gifford  were  also  considered,  and  comments  made 
respecting  the  National  Insurance  Act.  Personal  letters 
have  been  sent  to  all  chemist  non-members  in  the  district, 
urging  them  to  join  the  Association.  The  new  officials 
appointed  are:  President,  Mr.  W.  H.  Grimshaw;  Vice- 
President,  Alderman  R.  Shorrock.  J.P.  (Darwen)  ;  Divisional 
Secretary,  Mr.  W.  Aspinall :  Hon.  Sccrctari/,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Openshaw ;  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  C.  A.  Critehlev.  Ph.C. ; 
and  Advisor;/  Committee:  Messrs.  Aspinall,  Grimshaw, 
Openshaw,  and  Critchley. 

Sunderland  Pharmaceutical  Association.  —  A  meet- 
ing was  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel.  Bridge  Street,  Sunder- 
land, on  Tuesday,  March  19.  Mr.  W.  Nimmo  (President)  in 
-the  chair.  Mr.  R.  Anderson  gave  an  explanation  of  the  Shops 
Act,  dealing  fully  with  its  provisions  and  answering  many 
questions.  The  Secretary  reported  the  decision  arrived  at 
by  a  conference  of  the  representatives  of  the  various  trades 
of  the  town,  and  after  some  discussion  Mr.  Bell  moved  and 
Mr.  C.  Ranken  seconded,  that  local  chemists  should  apply 
for  a  closing  order  for  one  o'clock  on  one  day  in  the  week. 
This  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Mitcherson  proposed  and  Mr.  R. 
Anderson  seconded,  that  the  Association  also  apply 
for  a  closing  order  for  other  days  in  the  week. 
This  was  agreed  to.  A  proposal  "to  fix  the  hours 
at  8.15  p.m.  for  Monday.  Tuesday  and  Thursday, 
IS  p.m.  Friday,  and  10  p.m.  Saturday,  was  lost,  and  an 
amendment  by  Mr.  Thursfield  to  close  at  8  p.m.  on  Monday, 


Tuesday  and  Thursday,  at  9  p.m.  Friday^  and  10  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  was  carried. 

N.U.A.P.— The  annual  meeting  of  the  London  Branch  of 
the  National  Union  of  Assistant  Pharmacists  was  held  in 
the  London  College  of  Pharmacy  on  March  17,  Mr. 
Kirby  presiding.  The  Hon.  Secretary's  report  dealt  with 
the  work  of  the  year,  and  showed  a  balance  in  hand  of 
11.  2s.  dd.  Messrs.  Alex.  Wilson  and  Alex.  Catto  were 
elected  joint  Hon.  Secretaries,  in  place  of  Mr.  F.  E.  Bullen, 
who  resigned.  The  committee  was  formed  as  follows : 
Chairman,  Mr.  H.  G.  Kirby;  Vice-Chairman,  Mr.  Geo.  A. 
Shelley;  Members:  Messrs.  Snow,  Hobbs,  Fouraore,  Colston, 
Holloway,  Bottomley,  and  Bullen.  It  was  resolved  to  ask 
the  annual  meet  ing  to  consider  the  question  of  the  dispensing 
of  medicines,  with  a  view  of  bringing  before  the  authorities 
the  necessity  of  'applying  those  Acts  of  Parliament  which 
were  considered  by  the  members  to  -regulate  a  sale  wherever 
the  compounding  occurs.  It  was  also  considered  that 
unverified  measures  and  other  extraordinary  disadvantages 
should  be  treated  as  prejudicial  to  the  consumer,  although 
he  cannot  be  legally  termed  a  purchaser.  A  vote  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  F.  E.  Bullen  for  his  services  over  the  past  three  years 
was  unanimously  accorded. 

York  Chemists'  Association.  —  At  a  meeting  on 
March  13  at  the  Old  George  Hotel,  Mr.  J.  Evans,  Ph.C, 
F.I.C.,  public  analyst  for  York,  read  a  paper  on  The 
Adulteration  of  Foods.  There  were  present  Messrs.  F.  C. 
Hey  (President),  W.  P.  Saville,  W.  Dewhurst,  A.  Hey, 
W.  J.  Parker,  G.  E.  Walker,  W.  C.  Birks,  W.  Sowray,  F.  A. 
Newey,  ■ —  Sherwin,  C.  Midgley,  J.  A.  Lupton,  S.  Scruton, 
J. P.,  A.  Humphrey,  and  T.  C.  Atkinson  (Hon.  Secretary). 
Mr.  Evans  classed  adulteration  under  four  heads  :  (1)  Fraud, 
by  increasing  the  bulk  by  worthless  and  cheap  substitutes : 
(2)  the  absence  of  the  active  principle ;  (3)  the  substitution  of 
one  article  for  another;  (4)  the  addition  of  one  article  to 
another,  the  added  one  invariably  being  cheaper  than  the 
original.  The  principal  articles  of  food  with  which  he 
dealt  were  milk,  flour,  butter,  cheese,  tea,  coffee,  cocoa, 
and  jam.  In  some  cases  simple  bests  were  indicated  for  the 
detection  of  adulteration,  and  particular  attention  was 
called  to  the  great  use  of  the  microscope  in  this  class  of 
work.  After  the  lecture  Mr.  Evans  replied  to  questions,  and 
received  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks. 

A  Meeting:  of  Southampton  Pharmacists  was  held  at 
the  Royal  Hotel  there  on  Wednesday,  March  13,  and  was 
attended  by  Miss  Fox,  Mr.  F.  E.  Bilson  (member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council,  in  the  chair)  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Reid, 
of  Bournemouth ;  Mr.  T.  O.  Barlow,  Portsmouth ;  and 
Messrs.  H.  Wilson.  F.I.C..  A.  L.  Hodges,  J.  J.  Johns,  H.  B. 
Johns,  W.  Bates,  F.  B.  Wride,  H.  Ferryman,  J.  R.  Weir, 
T.  W.  Burch,  A.  G.  Cope,  G.  V.  Turner,  H.  M.  Thompson, 
H.  Jewell,  W.  J.  Dodridge,  W.  Swift,  J.  Hughes,  H.  W. 
Benest,  W.  A.  Clarke,  G.  E.  Gibson,  W.  Wilcockson,  W.  W. 
Atkinson.  C.  H.  Gare,  C.  H.  Wilkins,  N.  A.  Willis,  R.  H. 
Fowler,  C.  T.  Steel,  H.  J.  Sadler,  A.  W.  Conectre,  and 
W.  Riddle.  Mr.  W.  J.  U.  Woolcock,  Local  Associations 
Officer  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  attended  and 
addressed  the  meeting,  which  approved  of  the  federation 
scheme.  With  regard  to  the  Divisional  Secretaryship  for 
Southampton,  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  on  a  unanimous  request, 
agreed  to  remain  in  offioe  for  the  present.  It  was  decided 
[also  to  form  a  Southampton  and  District  Pharmacists' 
Association,  and  Mr.  F.  B.  Wride  consented  to  act  as  Secre- 
tary pro  tern. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.— At  the  meeting 
held  at  73  Newman  Street,  London.  W.,  on  March  14,  with 
Mr.  F.  Naylor  (President)  in  the  chair,  a  large  attendance 
gathered  to  hear  Mr.  E.  H.  Brittain  discourse  on  The 
Physiolony  of  a  Meal.  The  lecturer  stated  that  man  dissi- 
pates each  day  about  one  twenty-fourth  of  his  body-weight, 
which  loss  must  be  replaced  by  food.  After  explaining  the 
"  why  and  the  wherefore  "  of  feeding,  Mr.  Brittain  traced 
the  fate  of  a  meat  sandwich  in  the  human  body.  The  trans- 
mission of  the  absorbed  food  to  the  various  parts  of  the  body 
was  illustrated  by  diagrams,  while  a  daily  balance-sheet — ■ 
the  profit-and-loss  account  of  the  body — was  also  explained 
by  charts  showing  the  income  and  expenditure  of  each  food- 
element.  An  interesting  comparison  was  made  between  the 
requirements  of  an  individual  doing  an  average  day's  work 
and  another  doing  no  work.  The  lecturer  said  he  con- 
sidered that  a  study  of  physiology  would  be  of  commercial 
value  to  chemists.  After  various  questions  had  been 
answered,  Mr.  Brittain  was  cordially  thanked  for  his 
instructive  lecture. 

Eastbourne  Pharmacists'  Association.— A  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Queen's  Hotel  on  March  12,  Mr.  Forbes  in  the 
chair.  There  were  present  also  Messrs.  Browne,  Bransom. 
Fletcher,  Senior,  Harmer,  Moss,  Mosley,  Proctor,  C.  H. 
Temple,  F.  Temple,  Neal,  and  Marobant  (Hon.  Secretary). 
A  letter  was  read  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  National  Health  Insurance  appealing  for  funds. 
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After  a  brief  discussion  upon  the  necessity  of  the  fund, 
11.  lis.  was  collected  from  those  present.  Those  not  present 
and  stores  were  to  be  called  upon.  In  addition  to  Mr 
Senior  as  Divisional  Secretary,  Messrs.  H.  C.  Browne  and 
Arthur  Mills  were  selected  to  form  the  Organisation  Com 
mittee.  Upon  discussing  tho  British  Pharmaceutical  Con 
ference,  no  fresh  supporter  could  bo  found,  it  being  thought 
expenses  generally  are  much  on  the  increase.  On  account 
of  the  ridiculously  low  price  at  which  certain  Patents  are 
sold  it  was  decided  that  the  Hon.  Secretary  should  approach 
the  large  stores  with  the  view  of  mutually  agreeing  to  raise 
the  prices.  An  interesting  discussion  on  Dispensing  for 
Insurance  Patients  showed  that  members  had  given  the 
matter  very  careful  attention  and  study. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  Pharmacists'  Association, 
A  meeting  was  held  on  March  13  at  the  Hotel  Metropole, 
Clayton  Street  West,  the  chair  being  occupied  by  Mr.  T.  M. 
Clague.  Mr.  H.  W.  Noble  read  a  paper  on  Adulteration 
Ho  described  a  few  of  the  adulterations  which  are  or  have 
been  met  with,  differentiating  the  pure  article  and  the 
mixed  product,  and  gave  simple  tests  for  the  detection  of 
adulterants.  He  mentioned  gentian,  Bombay  mace,  insect- 
powder  (one  sample  of  this  contained  20  per  cent,  of  borax), 
saffron,  and  asafetida.  One  sample  shown  and  described 
as  Russian  aniseed  was  a  mixture  in  equal  proportions  of 
stones  crushed  to  size,  good  aniseed,  and  "spent"  aniseed. 
He  referred  to  the  presence  of  calcium  sulphate  in  tartaric 
acid,  and  contrasted  the  quantity  with  that  permissible  in 
acid  phosphate  of  calcium  in  baking-powders  and  self- 
Taising  flour.  The  lecturer  was  thanked  for  his  paper.  A 
draft  scheme  for  working  the  National  Insurance  Act,  drawn 
up  by  a  special  committee,  was  read  by  Mr.  Clague,  and,  after 
discussion,  adopted.  Mr.  Gilderdale  proposed  that  in  future 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  be  called  the  Parliamentary 
and  Organisation  Committee.  This  was  agreed  to.  Some 
new  members  were  elected. 

Bath  Pharmaceutical  Association  A  specially  con- 
vened meeting,  to  which  all  pharmacists  in  business  were 
invited,  was  held  at  the  Royal  Literary  Institute  on  March  14 
to  consider  what  action  should  be  taken  with  regard  to  the 
Early-closing  Scheme  brought  up  at  the  last  meeting  by 
Mr.  D.  A.  Evans.  The  President  (Mr.  Luther  Wilson)  took 
the  chair,  and  there  were  also  present  Messrs.  Olds,  Loveless, 
A.  H.  Cooper,  J.  W.  Cooper,  Snow,  Hall,  Sare,  Hallett, 
Gedge,  Pryke,  Jenkin,  Spurway,  and  Hawes  (Hon.  Secre- 
tary). Mr.  Hallett,  opening  the  discussion,  maintained  that 
the  advantages  of  the  proposals  for  closing  far  outweigh 
the  disadvantages,  and  proposed  a  resolution  that  the  re- 
sponsible officials  of  the  Association  should  apply  to  the 
local  authorities  for  a  closing  order  for  chemists  under  the 
Shops  Act.  This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Olds,  who,  warmly 
supporting  the  project,  suggested  that  it  might  be  tried 
experimentally  for  twelve  months.  Mr.  Jenkin  proposed 
and  Mr.  Cooper  seconded  an  amendment  negativing  the 
resolution.  This  was  lost  on  a  division,  and  the  original 
resolution  put  and  carried  by  nine  to  two.  Taking  into 
account  the  written  opinions  of  those  not  present,  there 
thus  seems  a  large  majority  in  the  city  favourable  to  a 
compulsory  early-closing  day.  It  was  decided  to  apply  for 
an  order  forthwith,  to  take  effect  on  Thursdays  at  1  P.M., 
commencing  on  May  1.  The  new  Federation  Scheme  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  then  considered,  and  a 
local  organisation  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
the  President,  Divisional  Secretary,  and  Messrs.  Hallett 
and  Spurway.  One  guinea  was  voted  towards  the  funds  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Insurance  Committee,  and  individual 
subscriptions  were  also  collected. 

West  Ham  Association  of  Pharmacists.— The  annual 
meeting  was  held  at  Earlham  Hall.  Forest  Gate,  London, 
E.,  on  March  14,  Mr.  A.  H.  Cleland  (President)  in  the  chair. 
There  were  also  present  Messrs.  Blades,  Coleman,  Eastman, 
Johnson,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moxey,  Potter,  Raynor.  Sawdon, 
Seed,  and  Soper.  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  E.  Evans)! 
The  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Societv  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  41,  Is.,  donation  to  the  Benevolent  Fund,  and 
also  asked  the  Association  to  nominate  a  Divisional  Secre- 
tary in  place  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Barnes,  who  has  left  the  neigh- 
bourhood. Mr.  Miller  was  suggested  for  the  position.  Mr. 
Barnes  has  sold  his  business  owing  to  ill-health,  and  is  now 
at  Pitsea.  The  meeting  elected  him  an  honorary  member. 
The  Secretary  then  read  his  Annual  Peport,  which  reviewed 
the  events  of  the  year.  The  membership  is  the  same  as  last 
year,  but  there  is  an  increase  of  one  Associate.  The  balance 
in  hand  is  over  24?.  The  report  was  adopted.  It  was  after- 
wards decided  that  the  interest  on  the  Association's  deposit 
in  the  bank  be  paid  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  as  a  subscription, 
and  it  was  suggested  that  the  dinner  collection  should  in 
future  be  a  subscription,  and  not  a  donation.  The  officers 
were  then  elected  as  follows:  President,  Mr.  J.  E.  Evan* 
Hon.  Secretary  and,  Treasurer.  Mr.  A.  H.  Cleland:  Com- 
™>ttee:  Messrs.  W.  W.  Blades.  W.  T.  Johnson.  J.  H 
Matthews,  H.  Mitchell,  W.  Potter,  T.  H.  Seed    and  H 


Soper ;  Auditors,  Messrs.  E.  J.  Raynor  and  E.  Miller.  An 
Organisation  Committee  was  appointed,  in  accordance  with 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  scheme,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Cocker,  Matthews,  Miller,  and  Soper,  with  the  four  Divi- 
sional Secretaries.  A  subscription  of  two  guineas  was  voted 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Insurance  Committee.  A  letter  of 
congratulation  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Jabez  E. 
Eastman,  the  father  of  the  Association,  on  the  occasion  of 
his  golden  wedding. 

Edinburgh  C,  A.,  &.  A.  A — A  meeting  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association 
was  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Wednesday, 
March  13,  at  9.15  p.m.,  Mr.  Edward  J.  Brown,  Ph.C.  (Presi- 
dent), in  the  chair.  A  paper  on  Petroleum  and  its  Products, 
by  Mr.  J.  R.  Hamilton,  was  read,  and  he  was  followed  by 
Mr.  George  Cowie,  who  read  a  paper  on  The  History  and 
Uses  of  Cinnamon.  In  the  course  of  this  he  referred  to  the 
preparation  of  cinnamon-water.  At  the  end  of  December 
1911  he  distilled  about  10  oz.  of  cinnamon-water  according 
to  British  Pharmacopoeia  directions.  He  also  prepared 
10  oz.  of  water  by  dissolving  the  oil  both  by  the  hot-water 
method  and  by  the  calcium-phosphate  method.  All  three 
samples  were  allowed  to  stand  for  twenty-four  hours,  then 
filtered.  The  distilled  water  possessed  a  sweet,  pleasant 
taste  and  a  good  strong  aroma ;  the  water  prepared  by 
solution  of  the  oil  had  a  fairly  strong  aroma,  but  differed 
greatly  in  taste,  being  slightly  astringent.  On  submitting 
the  preparations  to  different  persons,  they  were  invariably 
able  to  tell  without  hesitation  which  was  which.  On  dis- 
tilling some  water  with  an  equivalent  of  the  oil  in  place  of 
bark,  it  was  found  that  the  resulting  water  also  possessed 
a  sweet  taste,  although  not  equal  to  that  distilled  from  the 
bark.  It  may  therefore  be  assumed  that  in  the  act  of  dis- 
tilling some  change  occurs  which  confers  certain  properties 
on  the  water  which  mere  solution  of  the  oil  does  not.  The 
three  samples  of  water  have  been  kept  under  similar  con- 
ditions, and  that  prepared  by  solution  of  the  oil  in  water  has 
gradually  lost,  its  odour  and  taste  till  now  it  is  useless,  while 
the  water  distilled  from  the  bark  is  still  good  and  quite 
serviceable,  although  its  aroma  and  sweetness  have  slightly 
decreased.  Messrs.  Rowland,  Stout.  Brown,  Hamilton, 
Forret.  Murray,  and  Grieve  discussed  the  communications, 
for  which  the  authors  were  thanked. 

Public  Pharmacists'  and  Dispensers'  Association.— 
A  meeting  of  the  Poor-law  section  was  held  on  March  20 
at  53  Clerl  cenwell  Road,  London,  E.C.    There  was  a  large 
attendance,  nearly   every  Union  in  the  Metropolis  being 
represented.    Mr.  Noad  F.  Clark,  who  occupied  the  chair, 
explained  the  object  of  the  meeting.    He  said  that  about 
six  years  ago  the  Poor-law  dispensers  of  the  Metropolitan 
district  made  application  to  the  authorities  for  a  readjust- 
ment of  the  scale  of  salaries  paid  to  them.     The  result 
satisfied  a  few,  but  the  general  feeling  was  one  of  dis- 
apDointment.    Acting  on  the  suggestion  of  several  of  the 
older   members  engaged   in   the   dispensing  service  that 
meeting  had  been  called  to  decide  whether  the  time  is  not 
ripe  and   opportune  for  another  application.    They  have 
excellent  arguments  in  support  of  their  case  by  quoting  the 
position  of  provincial  dispensers,  many  of  whom  have  larger 
salaries,    and    whose  cost  of  living  is  less  than  those  of 
London.    The  Chairman  then  read  a  draft  of  a  memorial 
which  it  is  suggested  should  be  forwarded  to  the  proper- 
quarter.    This  expressed  the  view  that  the  present  scale  of 
salaries  is  inadequate  in  view  of  the  onerous  and  exacting 
duties  required  of  public  dispensers — duties  which  are  ever 
increasing  with  the  advance  of  pharmaceutical  and  medical 
science.    It  was  pointed  out  that  unlike  other  officials  in 
the  public  service  the  dispensers  have  no  prospect  of  pro 
motion.    In  no  other  appointment  is  the  remuneration  so- 
small,  the  responsibility  so  great,  and  the  knowledge  re- 
quired for  the  proper  performance  of  the  duties  so  techni- 
cal and   varied   as    in  fhe  case  of   the  dispensers.  The 
memorial  suggested  that  the  maximum  salary  should  be 
increased  to  230?.  per  annum,   and  that  the  'commencing 
salary  should  be   increased   by  yearly  insrements  of  10/. 
Mr.  Burke,  Bermondsey,  said  thai  the  expenses  of  living  in 
London  are  increasing  to  such  an  extent  that  it   is  im- 
possible for  public  dispensers  to  live  on  the  salaries  at 
present  paid  them.    A  lengthy  discussion  followed,  as  an 
outcome  of  which  it  was  agreed  by  16  votes  to  5,  on  the 
motion   of  Mr.  Howell,  Dalston,  seconded  bv  Mr.  Strick- 
and,  that  the  memorial  be  approved,  and  that  the  maxi- 
mum salary  asked  for  should  be  220/.  per  annum. 

Glamorgan  Valleys  Chemists'  Association.- A  meet- 
ng  was  held  at  the  County  Hotel.  Pontvpridd,  on  March  14, 
Mr.  Daniel  Arnott,  J.P.  (President),  "in  the  chair.  Mr. 
Oswal  Davies  (Pontypridd,  the  Secretary),  referring  to  the 
question  of  Wine-licences,  said  a  replv  had  been  received 
from  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  M.P.,  pointing  out  that  he 
would  do  what  he  could  to  remedy  the  present  unsatisfac- 
tory state  of  affoirs  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  medicated  wine. 
He  also  referred  to  the  opposition  of  the  wine-traders  and 
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the  temperance  party,  who  appeared  to  view  chemists" 
licences  as  paving-  the  way  to  additional  drinking  facilities. 
In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Mr.  John  Davies  (Tony- 
pandy)  said  the  point  is  that  although  a  licence  is  obtained 
to  sell  medicated  or  invalid  wines,  no  .action  can  be  taken 
if  other  wines  are  -sold.  What  would  happen  would  be 
that  when  the  chemist  came  to  apply  for  a  renewal  the 
fact  would  tell  against  his  success.  It  is  a  matter  of 
honour,  which  the  trade  would  and  does  observe.  Many 
customers  come  in  for  Tarragona  port  and  quinine  at  the 
same  time — Tarragona  wine  and  quinine  being  an  old- 
iashioned  tonic.  Mr.  Thomas  (Aberaman)  said  the  position 
would  continue  to  be  awkward  until  some  distinctive  licence 
is  procured  for  the  trade.  Mr.  Oliver  Davies  (Pontypridd) 
remarked  upon  the  number  of  people  who  go  to  a  licensed 
retail  establishment  near  bis  own  for  Tarragona  port,  after- 
wards coming  to  him  for  quinine,  proving  that  people  do 
look  upon  this  cheap  wine,  when  adulterated  with  quinine, 
as  an  effective  tonic.  Mr.  Jones  (Penrhiwceibe-r)  questioned 
whether  wine-licences  paid  chemists.  The  point  is  that  a 
licence  is  a  convenience  for  customers.  Matters  in  connec- 
tion with  the  National  Insurance  Act  were  afterwards  dis- 
cussed. It  was  left  to  the  individual  members  to  subscribe  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Insurance  Committee.  The  position  of 
the  trade  under  the  Sliops  Act  was  then  considered,  it  being 
pointed  out  that  the  trade  is  unaffected  except  in  so  far 
as  the  half-holiday  closing  is  concerned  and  the  meal-times 
for  assistants.  The  latter  will  have  to  be  allowed,  although 
all  the  local  chemists,  it  was  believed,  close  for  the  half-day 
on  the  Thursday.  The  Secretary  .said  that  before  regulating 
the  hours  of  closing  at  night  a  closing  order  would  have  to 
be  applied  for ;  and  it  was  remarked  that  on  the  whole 
■chemists  are  only  too  anxious  to  close  their  shops  earlier. 

Dublin  Retail  Drug:  Association.— A  meeting  was  held 
on  March  14  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  for  the  purpose  of 
further  discussing  the  Shops  Act  and  deciding  upon  united 
action.  Mr.  George  Brown  presided.  The  notice  convening 
the  meeting  stated  it  would  be  advantageous  if  a  dinner-hour 
closing  time  could  be  arranged  in  addition  to  a  half-holiday, 
so  as  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  arranging  relief  staffs.  It 
was  suggested  that  the  public  could  be  made  aware  of  the 
decision  of  the  Association  by  means  of  advertisements,  and 
also  that  the  Association  could  provide  suitable  notices  for 
■exhibition  in  shops.  The  Chairman  said  it  behoved 
employers  to  consider  how  the  Shops  Act  could  be  carried 
■out  with  as  little  friction  as  possible.  The  question  had  to 
be  considered  from  the  following  points  of  view :  (1)  A 
closing  order  would  apply  only  to  the  city,  and  not  to  the 
suburbs,  or  perhaps  only  to  a  particular  district  of  the  city. 
(2)  Saturday  afternoon  is  the  quietest  day  in  leading 
.thoroughfares,  and  the  large  firms  would  favour  that  day. 
Smaller  shops  would  scarcely  agree  to  this,  as  in  many  a 
large  retail  business  is  done  on  .Saturday.  (3)  The  large 
shops  would  not  like  another  quiet  afternoon,  and  might  not 
.agree  to  an  alternative  day  for  closing.  (4)  Doctors  usually 
take  Saturday  off,  which  would  militate  against  the  idea 
of  .another  day.  (5)  Chemists  residing  on  their  own  pre- 
mises would  have  an  advantage  over  those  who  do  not,  in 
that  they  could  dispense.  Non-resident  chemists  would  have 
to  keep  a  man  on  the  premises,  thus  adding  to  the  expense. 
(6)  Firms  that  dispense  largely  for  societies  might  find  it 
•difficult  to  get  relieved  of  their  obligation  on  any  other  day 
than  Saturdays.  The  discussion  which  followed  centred 
round  these  points.  The  Chairman  was  not  in  favour  of  a 
half-holiday;  Wednesday  is  with  him  the  busiest  day  of  the 
week.  Mr.  Hanna.  Dr.  Walsh,  Mr.  O'Farrell,  Mr.  White, 
and  Mr.  John  Smith  did  not  consider  it  practicable  to  close 
for  the  dinner-hour.  Dr.  Walsh  suggested  that  this  question 
might  be  deferred  for  six  or  twelve  months.  Mr.  John 
Smith  reminded  the  meeting  that  the  assistants'  half-holiday 
is  compulsory :  the  closing  of  shops  is  only  contingent  upon 
a  closing  order,  to  obtain  which  a  two-thirds  majority  of  the 
trade  is  required.  Even  then  medicines  can  be  supplied. 
Dr.  McWalter  emphasised  the  legal  aspect,  and  suggested 
delay.  The  chemist,  he  said,  has  the  advantage  over  other 
traders,  in  that  he  can  keep  open  his  shop  and  take  the  risk 
that  what  he  sells  is  within  the  law.  The  crux  of  the  matter 
is  that  it  is  not  certain  as  to  what  will  be  held  to  be  the 
general  half-holiday  ;  one  trade  may  favour  Tuesday,  another 
Wednesday,  and  so  on.  If  Wednesday,  then  chemists  could 
only  on  that  half-day  sell  medical  and  surgical  appliances 
and  medicines.  He  advised  that  chemists  should  not  apply 
for  any  half-holiday.  Eventually  Dr.  Barnes  (the  Secretary) 
was  asked  to  circularise  the  trade,  and  obtain  opinions  as 
to  the  most  suitable  day  for  closing.  The  following  were 
appointed  as  a  committee  to  represent  the  Association  at 
the  forthcoming-  meeting  of  the  Dublin  Mercantile  Associa- 
tion :  Dr.  McWalter,  Dr.  J.  A.  Walsh,  Dr.  Mitchell,  Mr. 
John  Smith.  Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  G.  Brown. 

Liverpool  Optical  Society.— A  meetine  was  held  on 
March  14  in  the  Common  Hall.  Hackins  Hey,  Liverpool. 
.Among  those  present  were  Mr.  W.  A.  Wynne  (President) 


and  Messrs.  N.  A.  Clarke,  Lloyd,  Hughes,  Holland,  Smith, 
Ashcroft,  F.  Clarke,  Stones,  L.  Moreton  Parry.  E.  Jones. 
Whittle,  and  J.  G.  Wallbridge.  Mr.  Barnett,  F.S.M.C.  and 
D.B.O.A.,  gave  a  demonstration  on  Systematic  Subjective 
Sight-testing,  which  he  illustrated  with  diagrams.  He  said 
the  object  of  sight-testing  is  to  make  the  eye  see  clearly, 
and  to  do  so  there  are  several  necessary  appliances,  the  fore- 
most being  the  trial  case,  the  lecturer  explaining  in  detail 
what  his  ideal  is.  The  near-point  measure  he  preferred  is 
the  "  Orthos."  The  various  charts,  the  Placido  disc,  and  the 
record  book  were  then  referred  to.  The  visual  acuity  should 
be  taken  of  each  eye  separately,  and  in  doing  this,  he  said, 
■it  is  not  necessary  to  put  the  trial-frame  on  the  face ;  all 
that  is  .required  is  to  occlude  one  eye  at  a  time  by  the 

blank  disc  from  the  case.    After  noting  the  ^.  adjust  the 

trial-frame  (which  .should  have  three  cells)  on  the  face,  but 
before  doing  so  place  the  occluding  disc  in  one  of  the  cells, 
so  that  the  blank  would  be  placed  before  the  left  eye.  If  V 
is  better  than  ft,  try  the  effect  of  a  weak  plus  lens;  if  it 
makes  V  worse,  select,  say,  +3.5  D.S.  or  a  plus  lens  just 
strong  enough  to  prevent  any  letters  on  the  chart  being 
seen;  then  place  —1  D.S.  in  front  of  this  and  direct  the 
attention  to  the  bars  of  the  astigmatic  chart.  The  chart 
preferred  by  the  lecturer  is  the  "  Orthos  "  chart,  with  two 
series  of  lines  capable  of  being  rotated.  In  testing  for 
astigmatism  by  using  minus  cylinders,  when  the  best  cylinder 
is  found  and  its  axis,  place  this  in  the  back  cell  of  the 
trial-frame  and  return  to  spheres.  Now,  if  weak  plus 
spheres  make  V  worse,  take  the  near  point ;  if  it  is  found 
nearer  for  age  than  it  should  be,  place  in  the  middle  cell 
+  1  D.  or  +1.5  or  the  strongest  that  will  keep  any  letter  on 
the  chart  from  being  read.  Reduce  again  with  minus  lenses 
until  one  letter  can  be  read  ;  then  direct  to  the  astigmatic 
chart,  and  place  the  minus  cylinders  horizontal  with  the  best 
lines,  and  after  the  astigmatism  and  its  direction  is  found 
proceed  as  before.  If  the  near  point  is  further  than  it 
should  be  for  the  age.  give  +0.50  D.S.  or  even  +0.25  D.S.  to 
wear  temporarily.  The  most  difficult  cases  to  test  are  .those 
when  no  letters  can  be  made  visible  on  the  chart;  here  the 
pin-hole  test  should  be  tried  to  distinguish  between  patho- 
logical and  optical  cases.  After  testing  each  eye  separately, 
leave  the  correcting  lenses  in  the  trial-frame  and  test  the 
vision  binocularly  by  superimposing  pairs  of  plus  lenses  over 
the  others,  and  leave  in  the  frame  the  strongest  plus  lenses 
that  will  not  blur.  Next  test  the  muscles.  Light  the  candle 
opposite  the  muscle  chart  and  place  a.  blank  disc  before  one 
eye  and  the  Maddox  rod  in  the  other  vertically,  and.  having 
removed  the  disc,  as'c  when  the  red  streak  is  seen.  If  away 
from  the  arrow-place,  pass  the  base  over  the  weak  muscle 
until  the  streak  is  brought  over  the  arrow,  then  try  in  the 
onposite  direction  by  placing  the  Maddox  rod  horizontally. 
The  various  phorias  were  explained  and  the  methods  of 
demonstrating  their  existence.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed 
to  Mr.  Barnett, 


Institute  of  Ophthalmic  Opticians. 

The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  on  March  20  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant,  London,  W.C.  The  chair  was  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  E.  K.  Spiegelhalter,  who  stated  that  the  dis- 
organised train-service  caused  by  the  coal  strike  was 
accountable  for  the  absence  of  many  provincial  members. 
Messrs.  Archer.  Dadd,  and  Wood  were  appointed 
scrutineers  of  the  voting-papers  sent  in  with  reference  to 
the  filling  of  seven  vacancies  on  the  Council.  In  moving 
the  adoption  of  the  seventh  annual  report,  the  Chairman 
said  that  during  the  year  there  had  been  a  net  increase  of 
forty-seven  in  the  membership.  If  the  Institute  increased 
as  it  had  done,  it  would  speedily  become  the  national 
organisation  of  opticians,  and  acquire  a  power  and  influence 
which  would  benefit  not  only  the  members  but  all  the 
opticians  of  the  country.  The  fact  that  the  expenditure 
very  nearly  approached  the  total  amount  of  income  was 
the  best  evidence  that  could  be  given  of  the  desire  of  the 
Council  to  accomplish  the  objects  for  which  the  Institute 
was  founded.  Dealing  with  the  new  basis  of  qualification 
f  or  the  Fellowship  of  the  Institute,  the  Chairman  described 
it  as  the  first  towards  bringing  together  into  one  national 
organisation  all  the  qualified  opticians  of  the  country. 
Having  stated  that  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Institute 
is  progressing  favourably,  the  Chairman  complimented  Mr. 
J.  Harcombe  Cuff,  the  Hon.  Secretary,  on  the  excellent  way 
in  which  he  edits  the  official  organ  of  the  Institute.  Mr. 
Heywood  seconded  the  proposal.  In  reply  to  Mr. 
Kemp,  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  Harcombe  Cuff)  stated 
that  as  a.  result  of  the  alteration  of  the  qualification  the 
membership  of  the  Institute  had  been  increased  by  between 
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fifty  and  sixty.  The  adoption  of  the  annual  report  was 
agreed  to.  Messrs.  John  Jacobs,  Henry  Milborne  Selfe, 
and  Wm.  H.  Nichols  were  elected  members'  auditors. 
Replying  to  Mr.  Heywood,  the  Chairman  said  that  the 
question  of  a  travelling  clinic  was  engaging  the  serious 
attention  of  the  Council.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting 
the  Chairman  stated  that  for  the  filling  of  the  seven 
vacancies  on  the  Council  362  voting-papers  had  been  issued. 
The  total  number  returned  was  eighty-four.  The 
scrutineers  reported  that  of  these  five  papers  were 
informal.  The  result  of  the  voting  was  that  the  following 
were  elected  :  Messrs.  A.  W.  Boatman,  George  Bennett, 
Daniel  Buchanan,  F.  W.  Bateman,  James  C.  Kidd,  Albert 
Jones,  and  G.  A.  Matthews.  These  are  the  retiring  mem- 
bers of  the  Council. 

Annual'  Dinner. — In  the  evening  the  members  and 
friends  to  the  number  of  about  forty  dined  together  at 
the  Holborn  Restaurant.  Mr.  E.  K.  Spiegelhalter  was  in 
the  chair,  supported  by  Dr.  Seymour  Taylor,  Dr.  W.  Ettles, 
Dr.  G.  H.  Critchley,  Mr.  M.  W.  Dunscombe  (Bristol),  Mr. 
F.  W.  Bateman,  Mr.  H.  Coleman,  Mr.  H.  Kemo  (Man- 
chester), Mr.  H.  O.  Wood,  Mr.  G.  A.  Matthews,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  L.  Bayley.  Mr.  A.  H.  Cuff,  and  Mr.  J.  Harcombe 
Cuff  (Hon.  Secretary).  After  the  loyal  toasts  Dr.  Seymour 
Taylor,  proposing  "  The  Institute  of  Ophthalmic  Opti- 
cians," said  that  he  desired  to  put  himself  right  with  people 
who  had  misjudged  his  action  towards  a  public  body 
which  is  doing  its  best  to  promote  the  technical  education 
of  opticians.  He  had  had  harsh  words  hurled  at  him,  and 
had  been  accused  of  "mercenary  motives"  in  advocating 
the  claims  of  Fellows  of  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company. 
He  desired  to  say  that  he  had  never  received  a  farthing 
from  the  Company,  but  that  on  the  contrary  his  connection 
with  it  had  cost  him  a  good  deal.  He  supposed  he  should 
stand  up  and  claim  that  "there  is  nothing  like  leather," 
and  contend  that  the  measurements  of  distorted  eyeballs 
should  be  done  only  by  medical  men.  His  contention  is, 
however,  that  if  medical  men  cannot  do  this  work,  the 
public  must  look  to  others  who  can.  He  had  been  accused 
of  advocating  the  establishment  of  an  inferior  order  of 
medical  practitioners,  but  he  added.  Have  we  not  already 
dentists  and  certificated  midwives  who  undertake  medical 
duties?  The  midwife  carries  in  her  bag  syringes  and 
drugs  such  as  strychnine,  morphine,  and  digitalis.  ,  As  a 
medical  man  he  (the  speaker)  is  qualified  to  act  as  a 
dentist,  but  he  pitied  the  patient  who  came  to  him  for  his 
teeth.  In  the  same  way  medical  men  do  not  necessarily 
know  anything  of  the  defects  and  diseases  of  the  eye. 
During  the  course  of  his  numerous  examinations  he  could 
not  remember  being  asked  a  single  question  about  eye- 
diseases.  The  opticians'  is  a  legitimate  business,  and  they 
have  certain  rights  which  cannot  be  taken  away.  The 
Spectacle-makers'  examinations  are  real  tests,  men  of  the 
highest  standing  being  appointed  as  examiners.  Mr. 
Spiegelhalter  replied,  and  said  he  could  never  understand 
why  opticians  should  be  condemned  for  trying  to  raise 
the  standard  of  the  trade.  The  unification  of  the  trade  is 
one  object  of  the  Institute,  with  the  ultimate  aim  of  Parlia- 
mentary recognition  and  a  legal  status.  Mr.  Cuff  proposed 
the  toast  of  "The  Medical  Profession,"  and  referred  to 
the  bond  which  exists  between  medical  men  and  opticians. 
That  optician  is  the  best  educated  who  knows  when  to 
send  his  customer  to  the  medical  man.  Dr.  Ettles  replied, 
and  said  that  at  such  a  gathering  they  ought  not  to  forget 
the  services  of  Dr.  G.  Lindsay  Johnson  to  opticians  in  the 
early  days.  He  also  reminded  his  hearers  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  separate  professions  from  the  fringes  of  the 
medical  profession  has  always  excited  opposition.  The 
public  will  have  freedom  of  choice,  and  as  it  is  not  possible 
to  wipe  out  the  optician,  it  is  best  to  see  that  they  are 
competent  men.  Dr.  Critchley  proposed  the  toast  of 
"  Kindred  Associations,"  to  which  Mr.  Dunscombe  replied. 
Other  toasts  were  "  The  Visitors  "  and  "  The  Chairman." 


Festivities. 
The  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Great  Yarmouth  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  was  held  at  Hill's  Restaurant  on  Thurs- 
day, March  14.  The  President  (Mr.  T.  J.  Woodcock)  and 
Messrs.  P.  R.  Hill.  J.  S.  Shearman.  T.  B.  Male  Harvev 
Palmer,  C.  E.  Williams,  T.  L.  Drabble,  H.  E.  Goddard 


H.  E.  Kellan,  F.  E.  Whitfield,  and  A.  E.  Richmond  were- 
present.  After  enjoying  a  well-served  dinner,  the  company 
adjourned  to  the  Association  Rooms,  where  a  pleasant  sur- 
prise awaited  the  Secretary.  The  President,  in  the  name  of 
all  the  members,  presented  him  with  an  illuminated  address 
and  a  case  of  pipes,  to  mark  their  appreciation  of  his  seven 
years'  service  in  that  capacity.  The  Secretary  thanked  the 
members  in  suit-able  terms,  and  the  remainder  of  the  even- 
ing was  spent  in  whist,  etc. 

London  College  of  Pharmacy  Football  Club.—  About 
eighty  present  and  past  members  dined  in  the  Holborn 
Restaurant  on  Friday  evening,  March  15,  Mr.  H.  Wootton,. 
B.Sc,  presiding.  The  winning  outright  of  the  Inter-Phar- 
macy Challenge  Cup  by  the  College  team  was  the  topic- 
of  the  evening,  and  the  Chairman,  as  a  Vice-President  of 
the  Inter-Pharmacy  Football  League,  and  with  the  authority 
of  the  committee,  presented  the  cup.  Mr.  Wootton,  in  so- 
doing,  recalled  the  fact  that  the  cup  was  given  in  1899  by 
the  late  Mr.  Watson-Will,  then  Principal  of  the  Metropolitan 
College  of  Pharmacy.  He  had  received  a  letter  from  Mrs. 
Watson-Will,  in  which  she  expressed  her  pleasure  that  the 
cup  had  been  won  by  the  London  College,  and  sent  her 
heartiest  congratulations  to  the  winners.  He  also  learnt 
that  Mrs.  Watson-Will  had  offered  to  present  another  cup 
for  competition,  which  he  considered  extremely  generous 
and  kind,  and  the  gift  would  be  fully  appreciated  by  the 
schools  and  colleges  of  pharmacy.  During  the  thirteen 
years  of  the  contest  the  London  College  team  had  been 
winners  seven  seasons,  -and  in  the  remaining  six  runners-up. 
He  congratulated  the  past  and  present  merhbers  of  the 
Club  on  their  splendid  record.  The  cup  was  then  handed  to 
Captain  Abel,  and  gold  medals  were  presented  to  the  members 
of  the  team.  A  special  gold  medal  was  also  presented  to- 
Mr.  Dolbear,  the  Club  Secretary,  for  his  valuable  services. 
The  cup  was  filled  with  champagne  and  handed  round  for 
the  members  to  drink  to  the  success  of  the  Club.  Mr. 
Arthur  Kirkland  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Club,"  and 
Mr.  Abel  acknowledged.  An  excellent  entertainment  of 
music  and  humorous  sketches  was  provided  in  the  course  of 
the  evening,  and  the  Chairman  was  cordially  thanked. 

Chemical  Industry  Club.— A  very  enjoyable  evening- 
was  spent  by  the  members  of  this  Club  at  the  Criterion 
Restaurant  on  Monday,  March  18,  where  an  informal  dinner 
was  given.  This  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  similar  gatherings 
which  the  Secretary  (Mr.  T.  D.  Morson)  hopes  to  arrange. 
Mr.  Grant  Hooper  (Chairman  of  the  London  Section  of  the- 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry)  was  in  the  chair,  and  the 
guest  of  the  evening  was  Dr.  R.  Messel,  F.R.S.,  President 
of  the  Society.  In  the  large  and  widely  representative 
gathering  were  Sir  Alfred  Geogh.  Sir  Arthur  Tedder.  Pro- 
fessor H.  E.  Armstrong,  F.R.S.,  Dr.  Liemberger,  of  Berlin, 
and  Mr.  Thos.  Tyrer.  After  dinner  and  the  toast  of  "  The 
King,"  Mr.  Grant  Hooper,  in  proposing  Dr.  Messel's  health, 
pointed  out  that  those  who  had  organised  the  evening's 
entertainment  hoped  that  it  Would  be  as  informal  and 
friendly  as  possible.  He  added  that  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry  is  a  very  scattered  body,  yet  there  is  one  common 
bond  to  all  the  numerous  sections,  in  the  Council  of  which 
the  worthy  President  is  head.  Dr.  Messel,  as  President, 
takes  a  lively  interest  in  all  the  outlying  sections,  and  had' 
shown  that  interest  by  visiting  them.  Already  he  had  been 
to  Glasgow  and  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  he'  is  to  go  yet 
further  afield  in  a  few  months  by  visiting  those  who  are 
linked  to  them  in  the  great  Republic  of  the  United  States 
and  in  our  sister  country  and  Colonies  in  Canada.  He  con- 
gratulated Dr.  Messel  upon  holding  so  high  a  position 
among  the  chemists  of  the  world,  and  the  Club  wished  also- 
to  congratulate  him  upon  the  honour  which  had  lately  been 
given  him— F.R.S.  After  Dr.  Messel  had  replied,  an" excel- 
lent enterfa  inment  was  given  by  Mr.  Reginald  Groome,  who- 
sang;  Mr.  Leonard  Carrodus.  who  gave  some  splendid  violin 
solos,  with  Mr.  Herbert  Cooke  accompanying  at  the  piano  ; 
while  Messrs.  Warwick  Pryde  and  James  Chilcott  provided 
humorous  selections,  and  M.  Anders  showed  some  good 
conjuring  tricks.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  artistes  brought 
the  evening  to  a  close. 


The  specific  gravity  of  absolute  alcohol  at  25°  C.  is 
0.78513.  states  Kallaw  in  the  "  Berichte  -de  deutsehe  Chem. 
Gesellschaft."  He  is  not  quite  sure  about  the  fifth  figure. 
_  Constantinople  Imports.— Among  the  drug  and  chemical 
imports  into  Constantinople  from  the  United  Kingdom 
during  the  period  March  1910  to  Februarv  1911  were  the 
following,  quantities  being  expressed  in  tons :  Castor  oil  79' 
(2,500?.):  cod-liver  oil,  35  (2.200?.):  soap,  common  and 
scented.  325  (8.500/.):  soda,  potash,  including  caustic  soda. 
211  (1.100?.):  soda  bicarbonate,  93  (1.100?.):  quinine  and 
morphine.  1  (900/.)  :  sulphate  of  iron,  copper,  zinc,  and  other 
sulohates.  57  (1.300/.):  other  chemical  products.  168  (1,500/.)-. 
Dills  and  other  prepared  medicines.  77  (3.700/.):  other  drugs. 
19  (3,800/.):  perfumery,  17  (2.600/.);  surgical,  etc.,  instru- 
ments, 2.200?. 
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Mr.  Sigismund  Kutnow  has  presented  a  1,000-day 
Eureka  clock  as  a  prize  for  the  Cannes  Regatta. 

Professor  Sir  Joseph  John  Thomson,  D.Sc.,_  F.R. S., 
was  appointed  to  the  Order  of  Merit  on  March  15. 

Mr.  Martin  W.  Johnson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
been  elected  President  of  the  Woodbridge  Traders' 
Association. 

Mr.  C.  Gerring,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  re- 
flected an  overseer  of  the  poor  for  the  Borough  of  New 
Romney,  Kent. 

Dr.  Harvey  W.  Wiley,  of  New  York,  is  stated  to  have 
sent  in  his  resignation  as  chief  of  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Chemistry. 

Messrs.  J.  Righton  and  J.  Joye,  chemists  and  drug- 
gists, have  been  elected  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Southport  Traders'  Association. 

Mr.  G.  J.  Maley,  chemist  and  druggist,  15  Strand 
Street,  Douglas,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  newly 
formed  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  Isle  of  Man. 

Mr.  N.  G.  Beck,  chemist  and  druggist,  7  Victoria  Place, 
Burgess  Hill,  has  been  appointed  an  overseer  of  the  poor 
for  the  parish  of  Keymer  by  the  local  Urban  Council. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Hartley,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  St. 
James  Street  and  Hebrew  Road,  Burnley,  has  been  elected 
to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  local  Tradesmen's 
Association. 

Master  Donald  Lambert  Parry,  son  of  Mr.  E.  J. 
Parry,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  and  grandson  of  Mr.  Samuel  Lam- 
bert, 14  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.,  has  been  awarded  a 
mathematical  scholarship  at  Rossall  School,  tenable  for 
five  years  at  least.    Master  Parry  is  only  thirteen. 

Sir  Edward  Evans,  President  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference,  has  accepted  the  invitation  of  the 
Wrexham  Chemists'  Association  to  preside  at  a  meeting 
of  the  North  Wales  chemists  at  Rhyl.  The  meeting  will 
be  held  as  soon  as  the  regulations  of  the  Welsh  Insurance 
Commissioners  have  been  issued.  Sir  Edward  has  invited 
the  chemists  who  attend  to  lunch  with  him  on  the  day  of 
the  meeting. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Grimshaw,  chemist  and  druggist,  Black- 
burn, the  new  President  of  the  North-East  Lancashire 
Chemists'  Association,  is  a  native  of  the  factory  borough. 
He  served  his  apprenticeship  with  the  late  Mr.  Wells  in 
Eanam,  whose  pharmacy  is  now  controlled  by  Mr.  Grim- 
shaw. Mr.  Grimshaw  opened  his  business  in  Darwen 
Street  in  1880.  He  was  the  first  Secretary  of  the  original 
Chemists'  Association,  and  he  has  always  been  a  member 
of  its  committee.  Mr.  Grimshaw  is  an  enthusiastic  dog 
fancier.  He  assisted  in  the  formation  of  the  local  Canine 
Association,  of  which  he  has  acted  as  Treasurer  for  four- 
teen years.  He  exhibits  at  various  shows  throughout  the 
country,  and  at  the  last  big  London  exhibition  he  carried 
all  before  him  with  his  three  well-known  whippet  dogs 
"Scitla"  (which  was  awarded  four  firsts,  the  champion- 
ship of  the  show,  and  the  challenge  bowl),  "  Merrion,"  and 
"  Glencoe  Mermaid."  He  now  possesses  "Champion 
Manorly  Maori,"  which  has  won  upwards  of  200  firsts. 
Altogether  Mr.  Grimshaw  has  carried  off  something  like 
2,000  awards  at  various  exhibitions. 

Mr.  Louis  K.  Liggett,  President  of  the  United  Drug  Co., 
Boston,  Mass.,  U.S.A.,  who  has  been  in  this  country  since 
the  beginning  of  February,  leaves  again  for  New  York  on 
Saturday,  March  23.  Mr.  Liggett  has  motored  throughout 
Great  Britain  while  here,  and  has  called  upon  about  150 
chemists  from  Aberdeen  in  the  North  to  towns  on  the 
South  Coast.  He  expresses  his  admiration  for  the  way  in 
which  many  chemists  do  business,  and  states  that  some 
of  the  pharmacies  and  the  display  of  goods  in  them  are 
equal,  frequently  superior,  to  what  they  have  in  the 
United  States.  His  company  do  not  propose  to  open  a 
retail  pharmacy  in  London  at  present,  but  one  or  two  may 
be  opened  in  prominent  provincial  cities  as  models.  This 
will  be  the  extent  of  the  company's  retail  trading  here,  for 


some  time  at  least.  It  is  not  proposed  to  establish  an 
English  company  further  than  the  100/.  one  which  was 
registered  last  year  to  secure  the  title.  The  business  will 
be  done  here  on  behalf  of  the  American  company  in  the 
goods  made  in  the  American  factories,  and  retail  purchasers 
of  these  goods  must  take  shares  in  that  company  when  they 
become  "  Rexall "  agents.  Thus  the  start  to  be  made  by 
the  company  in  a  month  or  two  will  be  on  a  more  modest 
scale  than  was  anticipated  until  the  peculiarities  and 
possibilities  of  the  British  market  are  thoroughly  gauged. 


TRADE  NOTES. 


Easter  Holidays. — Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co., 
Snow  Hill,  London,  E.C.,  are  closing  from  Thursday  even- 
ing, April  4,  until  Tuesday  morning,  April  9. 

The  London  Essence  Co.,  George  Street,  London, 
S.E.,  are  offering  a  new  otto  of  rose,  distilled  by  a  process 
which  eliminates  greatly  the  odourless  stearoptene.  Prices 
can  be  obtained  from  them  on  application. 

Cirengol. — Messrs.  T.  Christy  &  Co.,  Old  Swan  Lane, 
London,  E.C.,  inform  us  that  this  popular  sixpenny  non- 
poisonous  killer  of  green-fly  is  to  be  better  advertised  in 
gardening  papers  this  season.  They  have  also  new  and 
attractive  posters  and  other  advertising  material  for 
retailers,  for  which  they  invite  inquiries. 

Mr.  J.  R.  B.  Allison,  pharmacist  and  business  specialist, 
Queen  Street,  Retford,  has  issued  a  third  edition  of  his 
notes  entitled  "  How  to  Increase  your  Business."  More 
than  half  of  this  is  devoted  to  an  explanation  of  Mr. 
Allison's  system,  and  he  prints  extracts  from  testimonials 
that  he  has  received.  A  copy  can  be  obtained  on  applica- 
tion to  him  at  the  above  address. 

Messrs.  Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Liverpool, 
send  a  sample  of  a  new  toilet  preparation  known  as  "  Com- 
plexion Wax,"  which  is  intended  to  supersede  toilet- 
creams.  It  is  brilliantly  white  and  of  the  hardness  of 
wax,  but  when  rubbed  with  the  fingers  sufficient  can  be 
softened  for  use  as  a  skin-cream.  The  preparation  is 
delicately  perfumed,  and  is  packed  in  white  enamelled  tins 
artistically  labelled.  It  should  be  a  good  selling  line,  and 
at  the  retail  price,  lO^cl.,  bears  an  excellent  profit.  A 
showcard  is  supplied  to  chemists. 

Albumozo  Tonic-food  has  recently  been  put  upon  the 
market  in  packet  form  by  the  British  Casein  Co.  (1911), 
Ltd.,  24  Great  Dover  Street,  London,  S.E.  It  is  a  com- 
bination of  pure  milk-casein  with  sodium  glycerophosphates 
and  produces  a  palatable  preparation  either  with  milk, 
water,  or  other  dietetic  liquids.  It  is  of  exceptional 
nourishing  power,  and  is  nicely  packed  and  attractively 
labelled.  The  British  Casein  Co.  have  been  manufacturing 
casein  for  over  fifteen  years,  and  they  are  well  situated  for 
its  production  as  well  as  for  the  combination  represented 
in  Albumozo  Tonic- food. 

Burgoyne's  New  Lists. — We  have  received  from  Messrs. 
Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  12-16  Coleman  Street,  London, 
E.C.,  their  comprehensive  new  lists  for  druggists' 
sundries  and  for  export.  The  former,  which  consists  of  300 
pages  (11  in.  by  8^  in.),  is  divided  into  eight  sections,  the 
principal  of  which  is  the  druggists'  and  surgical  sundries 
(217  pages).  It  has  also  a  good  general  index.  The  export 
list  covers  120  pages,  and  our  readers  overseas  will  find 
therein  many  of  the  unusual  drugs  and  supplies  not  often 
asked  for  in  this  country.  In  both  lists  the  use  of  different 
coloured  papers  facilitates  reference  to  the  different 
sections. 

Farmer's  Vermin-killer. — Messrs.  Fredk.  Farmer  & 
Co.,  1a  College  Lane,  High  Street,  Homerton,  have  shown 
us  a  packet  of  "Phosphor  Paste"  which  has  recently 
been  offered  to  wholesale  distributors,  in  which  the  bottles 
and  printed  matter  are  exactly  the  same  as  Farmer's,  the 
outside  wrapper  differing  only  in  the  colour  of  ink  being 
blue,  instead  of  black  and  red  as  in  Farmer's,  and  the 
word  "Registered  "  in  association  with  the  trade-mark  is 
not  used.  Otherwise  the  wording  is  exactly  the  same  in 
type  and  arrangement,  but  the  name  of  the  imitator  appears 
in  place  of  Farmer's.  Retailers  should  see  that  this  bare- 
faced imitation  is  not  foisted  upon  them. 
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TRADE  REPORT. 

The  prices  given  in  this  section  are  those  obtained  by  importer.;  Or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these 
prices  various  charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in 
many  instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 
receive  the  goods  into  stock,  after  which  much  expense  may  be 
incurred  in  garbling  and  the  like.  Qualities  of  chemicals,  drugs, 
oils,  and  many  other  commodities  vary  greatly,  and  higher 
prices  than  those  here  quoted  are  charged  for  selected  qualities 
of  natural  products  even  in  bulk  quantities.  Retail  buyers 
cannot,  therefore,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  expect  to 
purchase  at  the  prices  quoted  here. 

43  Cannon  Street,  London,  EX.,  March  21. 

THE  fact  that  the  Government  is  dealing  with  the  coal 
strike  by  legislation  affords  a  certain  amount  of  relief 
in  commercial  circles,  but  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  de- 
pressed feeling  is  entirely  removed,  and  several  weeks 
must  elapse  before  the  coal  and  other  industries  settle 
down  again  into  their  normal  activity.  The  demand  for 
heavy  chemicals  remains  good,  considering  the  industrial 
crisis,  the  chief  event  being  the  announcement  of  the  new 
prices  for  ammonia  alkali  from  July  1,  these  showing  a  re- 
duction of  about  17s.  6d.  per  ton  to  the  home  trade. 
Bleaching-powder  is  very  scarce  and  unobtainable  at  some 
centres,  several  makers  having  ceased.  Copper  sulphate, 
benzols,  and  ammonia  sulphate  have  gone  in  sellers' 
favour.  Among  fine  chemicals  cocaine  has  declined  owing 
to  slack  demand  and  cheaper  crude.  Morphine  has  a  weak 
undertone  in  sympathy  with  opium.  Cream  of  tartar 
is  Is.  per  cwt.  higher,  and  English  tartaric  acid  is  \d. 
better,  foreign  being  unchanged.  Quicksilver  is  cheaper 
from  second  hands,  and  milk-sugar  is  offered  at  a  further 
slight  reduction.  Glycerin  is  weak.  Other  alterations 
comprise  a  weaker  tone  in  lemon  and  orange  oils.  Clove  oil 
is  higher,  and  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  has  eased  a  further 
2s.  bd.  per  barrel.  Chamomiles  and  senega  are  firmer, 
serpentary,  damiana,  and  culvers  root  being  easier.  The 
following  are  the  principal  changes  of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Ammonia 

sulphate 
-Clove  oil 
Copper 

sulphate 
Cream  of  tartar 
Linseed 
Linseed  oil 
Vermilion 

Benzols 
Blood  root 
Chamomiles 
Senega  (spot) 
Tartaric  acid 
(English) 
Witch-hazel 

leaves 

Black  haw  of 

root 

Carbolic  acid 
Chillies 
Culvers-root 
Damiana- 

leaves 
Morphine 
Opium 
Serpentary 

Cocaine 
Coriander- 
seed 

Lemon  oil 
Milk-sugar 
Orange  oil 
Quicksilver 
(see.  hand) 

A  full  report  of  the  auctions  of  first-hand  drugs  is  given 
in  our  Coloured  Supplement. 


Cablegrams. 

Bergen. — The  cod  fishing  in  the  Lofoten  districts  is 
giving  medium  results ;  the  market  for  finest  non-congeal- 
ing Norwegian  oil  is  unaltered  at  67s.  per  barrel  c.i.f. 
terms. 

New  York,  March  14. — Business  in  drugs  is  quiet. 
Opium  is  25c.  per  lb.  lower  at  $8.00  for  druggists'  by 
single  cases.  Peppermint  oil  in  tins  is  dull  of  sale  at 
$2.85.  Hydrastis  (golden  seal)  is  firmer  at  $5.05.  Jalap 
at  22c.  is  easy.  Cascara  sagrada  is  slow  at  8|c.  Curacao 
aloes  in  cases  is  firmer  at  8c.  and  copaiba  balsam  is 
steady  at  48c.  for  Central  and  South  American. 

Manchester  Chemical  Market. 

March  19. 

Owing  to  the  coal  strike  there  has  been  a  curtailment  of 
the  hours  of  labour,  and  great  difficulty  is  experienced  in 
getting  supplies  from  the  works.  There  has  therefore  been 
little  of  interest  to  note  in  connection  with  heavy  chmicals. 
Were  it  not  for  the  strike  there  would  be  a  very  good  trade 
passing,  both  on  home  and  export  account,  as  the  cotton-trade 


in  Lancashire  is  brisk.  Sulphate  of  copper  shows  little 
change,  but  is  f  airly  steady.  White  powdered  arsenic  main 
tains  full  late  rates,  and  may  be  quoted  at  12/.  Is.  bd.  per 
ton,  delivered  Manchester.  Bichromate  of  soda  has  been 
quiet  at  about  3<Z.  per  lb. ;  pot  and  pearl  ashes  are  in  limited 
request.  Alum  is  in  fair  demand ;  lump  is  51.  10s.  to  6/. 
per  ton,  and  ground,  6/.  to  6/.  10s.  Sulphur  is  firm,  and 
higher  prices  are  asked  for  rock ;  flowers  are  quoted  8/.  10s. 
per  ton,  in  2-cwt.  bags ;  roll,  bl.  10s.  ;  rock,  5/.  5s.  to  51.  10s. ; 
and  recovered,  4?.  12s.  bd.  to  4?.  15s.,  on  rails  at  works. 
Rectified  sulphuric  acid  has  been  quiet,  owing  to  the  coal 
strike.  Sulphate  of  ammonia  is  quiet  at  14/.  7s.  per  ton,  on 
rails,  Manchester. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Considering  the  present  state  of  industrial  affairs,  the  con- 
dition of  the  heavy-chemical  market  is  good,  and  the 
inquiries  which  are  on  the  market  are  more  than  might  be 
expected.  Production,  however,  has  been  curtailed  all 
round,  and  in  some  cases  entirely  stopped,  and  stocks  are 
therefore  all  on  the  low  side  or  entirely  cleared  out.  Conse- 
quently values  are  all  more  or  less  nominal,  but,  generally 
speaking,  are  on  the  firm  side.  The  most  important  occur- 
rence since  last  writing  has  been  the  publication  of  the 
prices  which  will  rule  for  58-per-cent.  ammonia  alkali  after 
July  1.  The  reduction  which  will  take  place  subject  to 
certain  conditions,  may  be  put  down  as  being  about  17s.  bd. 
per  ton,  and  values  will  work  out  at  from  21.  17s.  bd.  to 
3/.  10s.  per  ton  for  home  trade,  while  export  prices,  although 
reduced,  will  vary  according  to  destination  of  the  material. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  steady  and  tends  firmer.  Present 
nearest  figures :  Beckton,  prompt,  25-per-cent.  ammonia 
guaranteed,  14/.  :  London  terms,  13/.  15s. ;  Leith,  14/.  10s. 
to  14/.  12s.  bd.  ■  Liverpool,  14/.  10s. ;  and  Hull,  14/.  7s.  bd. 

Benzols  are  firmer  and  steady.  Present  naked  figures : 
London,  90-per-cent.,  lid.  :  50-per-cent.,  10<Z. ;  North,  lOd. 
to  10^d.  and  9^d.  respectively. 

Continental  Drug  and  Chemical  Markets. 

Candellila  Wax  has  been  in  rather  better  demand,  and 
the  few  lots  offered  were  sold  at  extraordinarily  high  prices. 
The  lowest  value  of  good  quality  is  m.230  to  m.235  per 
100  kilos. 

Cabnaxjba  Wax. — The  tendency  during  the  past  week, 
though  steady,  has  been  disturbed  by  fluctuations,  owing  to 
the  offering  of  second-hand  parcels.  Sales  were  small,  fatty 
grey  being  quoted  at  m.310  and  sandy  grey  at  m. 292. 50  per 
100  kilos.,  carriage  paid.  Yellow  qualities  are  in  better 
demand,  the  offers  for  flor.  and  prime  yellow  being  very 
few  ;  the  value  is  from  m.520  to  m.460,  carriage  paid. 

Condtjrango. — The  market  has  recently  been  surfeited 
with  a  number  of  offers  for  shipment,  and  numerous  trans- 
actions have  taken  place.  The  result  has  been  a  fall  down  to 
about  m.78  per  100  kilos.  Now,  however,  as  the  shipments 
have  for  the  most  part  taken  place  and  the  stocks  are  in 
firm  hands,  the  situation  is  steadier,  and  prices  for  some 
contracts  have  risen  to  m.82.50. 

Glycerin. — The  Marseilles  market  continues  very  weak, 
with  few  buyers  for  spot,  which  is  abundantly  offered,  while 
there  are  no  sellers  for  distant  delivery,  for  which  there  are 
buyers  at  very  low  prices.  At  the  same  time  contracts  have 
been  made,  especially  in  crude  glycerin,  for  delivery  over 
1913  at  fr.97.50.  Saponification  glycerin  is  quoted  at  from 
fr.115  to  fr.110  for  March  delivery,  while  delivery  over  1912 
is  quoted  at  fr. 112.50  and  over  1913  at  fr.110.  Crude  glycerin, 
80  per  cent.,  is  ruling  at  fr.97.50  for  March  deliverv,  over 
1912  range  between  fr.95  and  fr.100,  and  over  1913  at  fr.97.50 
per  100  kilos. 

Ltcopodium. — It  is  impossible  to  form  a  definite  opinion 
as  to  the  market.  From  Russia  it  is  stated  there  are  no 
stocks  on  hand,  but  in  other  directions  bids  are  being  asked 
for,  though  there  is  apparently  no  inclination  to  close  at 
less  than  m.385  per  100  kilos.  Consumers  have  for  some 
weeks  past  been  covering  only  strictly  necessary  require- 
ments. 

Manna. — The  high  quotations  have  been  maintained  until 
quite  recently,  and  there  seems  little  possibility  of  a  develop- 
ment in  buyers'  favour,  and  fears  are  entertained  that  the 
stocks  will  not  last  until  the  new  arrivals  in  autumn.  In 
addition  to  the  usual  commercial  qualities,  inferior  goods 
are  being  offered,  but  the  prices  for  such  are  also  high. 

London  Markets. 

Aloes. — The  New  York  quotation  for  Curagao  in  boxes 
has  been  advanced  to  the  equivalent  of  42s.  6c?.  per  cwt. 
c.i.f.  for  current  quality.  The  exports  from  the  Union 
of  South  Africa  during  January  1912  amounted  to 
51.031  lb.  (495/.),  against  75,906  lb.  (730Z.)  in  January 
1911. 

American  Drugs. — The  following  are  current  quota- 
tions of  a  few  of  the  more  important  barks,  herbs,  leaves, 
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and  roots  on  c.i.f.  terms  to  arrive,  unless,  otherwise 
stated  :  Barks,  bayberry,  30s.  to  32.?.  per  cwt.  ;  black  haw 
of  root,  9fc7.  per  lb.  ;  dogwood,  4^(7. ;  elm,  5^d.  ;  sassa- 
fras, 7c7.  ;  wahoo,  Is.  Id. ;  wild  cherry,  4^(7.  net  (on  the 
spot) ;  witch-hazel,  2§(7.  Herbs,  lobelia,  5^d. ;  6cullcap, 
9fc7.  Leaves,  damiana,  6g(7.  ;  witch-hazel,  3^(7.  Roots, 
blue-flag.  Id.  ;  elecampane,  6(7. ;  gelsemium,  Zgd.  ;  hydras- 
tie,  20s.  9(7.  per  lb. ;  culvers,  8^d.  ;  mandrake,  32s. ;  blood, 
5-^d.,  and  serpentaria,  Is.  6d.  net  (on  the  spot). 

Aniseed. — Russian  is  selling  at  28s.  per  cwt.  for  fair 
quality  on  the  spot.    Spanish  is  quoted  32s.  6d. 

Asafetida. — The  Foyh  from  Bushire  has  brought  70 
cases,  which  will  probably  be  offered  at  the  auctions  a 
month  hence. 

Balsam  Canada  in  cases  or  tins  is  offered  at  2s.  Ad.  per 
lb.  net  ex  warehouse  to  arrive. 

Buchu. — The  exports  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
during  January  amounted  to  14.734  lb.,  valued  at  1,789/., 
against  15,976 'lb.,  valued  at  1,938/.,  in  January  1911.  The 
Saxon  from  Cape  Town  has  brought  66  packages  this 
week. 

Camphor  (Refined). — There  are  buyers  of  Japanese 
slabs  at  Is.  6c/.  and  1  oz.  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  for  April- 
May  shipment. 

Canary-seed  is  dull  owing  to  lower  offers  of  Turkish 
for  shipment;  there  are  sellers  at  48s.  per  quarter  c.i.f. 
terms.  Prices  on  the  spot  are  nominally  unchanged  at 
50s.  per  quarter  for  ordinary  and  52s.  6d.  for  good  quality. 

Caraway- seed  is  quiet  at  28s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  Dutch. 

Carbolic  Acid  is  slightly  easier,  crystals  39°  to  40°  C. 
offering  at  and  35°  at  7^d.  per  lb.  Crude  60  per  cent, 
is  quoted  at  2s.  8d.  for  prompt  delivery  for  either  East  or 
West  Coast. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — The  Caroni  from  Puerto  Mexico 
has  brought  715  bags. 

Chamomiles  are  firmer,  fair  average  No.  1  quality  offer- 
ing at  125?.  to  127s.  6d.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.,  while  medium 
seconds  are  scarce  ;  fair  'old  crop  is  worth  100s. 

Cinchona. — Further  particulars  in  regard  to  the 
Amsterdam  auction  to  be  held  on  March  28  show  that  the 
7,912  bales  and  763  cases  weigh  about  712,638  kilos.,  and 
contain  the  equivalent  of  44,345  kilos,  quinine  sulphate. 
The  weight  of  the  manufacturing  bark  is  643,051  kilos, 
and  the  quinine  content  42.275  kilo6.  ;  the  pharmaceutical 
bark  weighs  69,587  kilos,  and  contains  2,070  kilos,  q.s. 
The  average  percentage  in  the  manufacturing  bark  is 
6.59,  against  6.42  at  the  February  auction.  The  ship- 
ments of  bark  from  Java  to  Europe  during  the  first  half 
of  March  were  573,000  Amst.  lb.,  against  504,700  Amst,  lb. 
last  year.  At  the  London  auction  on  Tuesday  515  pack- 
ages were  offered  and  practically  all  sold  at  fully  previous 
prices,  the  average  unit  being  -fed.  per  lb.  Of  Java 
296  bales  offered  and  sold,  including  Ledgeriana  chips  at 
2grf.  to  A^d.  ;  root  at  2§c/.  to  3§(/.,  branch  and  twigs  at  2d. 
to  3§<7.  ;  of  African  174  bales  offered  and  sold  at  3§(/.  for 
fair  quill,  3f  (7.  for  partly  broken  and  2^(7.  for  broken ; 
36  bags  Ceylon  and  9  bales  East  Indian  were  bought  in. 

Citric  Acid  is  unaltered,  English  offering  at  Is.  Ad. 
and  foreign  at  Is.  3§(/.  per  lb. 

Clove  Oil. — The  recent  rise  in  spice  has  brought  about 
an  advance  of  2d.  per  lb.  in  English,  which  is  now  quoted 
by  distillers  at  3s.  6d.  to  3s.  8(7.  per  lb.  as  to  quantity, 

Coca-leaves. — At  the  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam 
on  March  28,  2,118  packages,  weighing  115,376  kilos.,  will 
be  offered.  The  total  alkaloids  represented  amount  to 
1,851  kilos.,  with  an  average  of  1.62  per  cent. 

Cocaine  is  lower  in  one  direction,  a  Swiss  maker  having 
reduced  his  price  of  hydrochloride  to  7s.  per  oz.  net  in 
minimum  lots  of  175  oz.,  7s.  2d.  for  75  oz.,  and  7s.  Ad.  for 
25  oz.,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday)  no  decline 
has  been  announced  on  the  part  of  other  makers,  their 
price  being  nominally  8s.  It  is  anticipated  they  will 
follow.  In  second-hands  there  are  sellers  at  slightly  below 
7s.  net. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — The  market  quotations  for  finest  new 
Norwegian  oil  have  declined  a  further  2s.  6(7.  per  barrel  in 
several  directions,  while  others  maintain  their  previous 
prices.    The  range  of  quotations  is  now  from  65s.  to  70s. 


per  barrel  c.i.f.,  but  business  is  of  small  dimensions,  and  a> 
bid  of  62s.  6d.  might  lead  to  business  in  one  or  two  brands. 
Opinions  as  to  whether  the  market  has  touched  bottom 
vary,  but  the  abundance  of  new  Lofoten  oil  is  the  chief 
factor  in  buyers  of  quantity  holding  off. 

A  cable  advice  from  Aalesund  shows  that  the  catch  and 
output  of  cod-liver  oil  up  to  March  16  is  as  follows  : 

Catch  of  Livers  for  raw      Yield  of 
Cod         oil  (heet.)     c.l.o.  (hect.) 

Lofoten,  1912    9,900,000  ...      700      ...  7,826 

1911    6,200,000  ...      468      ...  4,832 

Whole  of  Norway,  1912   35,900,000  ...    4,388      ...  28,932 

„       1911    17,300,000  ...    3,382      ...  12,574 

From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  irt 
Lofoten  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  date  of  last 
year  is  3,700,000  fish  and  2,994  hect.  of  cod-liver  oil,  while 
the  increase  for  the  whole  of  Norway  is  18,600.000  cod  and 
16.358  hect.  of  oil.  The  catch  for  the  week  ending  March  16. 
in  Lofoten  was  2,700,000  fish  (as  against  2,600,000  in  the  week 
ending  March  9),  and  the  yield  2,268  hect.  of  oil  (against 
1.900  hect.  in  the  previous  week) ;  and  for  the  whole  of 
Norway  the  catch  was  8,800,000  (against  6,900,000  in  the 
week  ending  March  9),  the  yield  of  oil  being  6,065  hect. 
(against  5,323  hect.  in  the  week  ending  March  9).  The 
fishing  operations  in  .most  districts  have  been  favoured  by 
fine  weather,  but  the  catch,  which  a  week  ago  was  very 
good  in  the  extreme  east  of  the  Lofoten  Islands,  has  been 
very  poor  during  the  last  few  days,  and  prospects  are  there- 
fore poor  so  far  as  a  good  fishing  in  East  Lofoten  is  con- 
cerned. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  March  21  that  the  fine 
weather  continues  to  favour  the  codfishing.  and  the  past 
week  gave  a  considerable  increase  in  the  catch.  The  official 
report  of  to-day  is  .as  follows : 

1910      1911  1912 

Catch  of  cod  (millions)   23.0      17.3  35.9 

Yield  of  cod-liver  oil  (hect.)  ...  20,700  12,600  28.9C0 
Livers  for  "raw  "oils  (hect.)  ...    6,4C0     3,400  4,600 

The  prospects  for  further  fishing  are  favourable.  The  oil 
market  is  very  quiet  at  the  last  quotation  of  67s.  per  barrel' 
for  finest  new  non-congealing  Lofoten  oil.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, that  there  are  not  many  sellers  of  new  oil  at  this  figure. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  dearer,  ordinary  Liverpool  brands 
for  March- April  delivery  having  advanced  to  237.  per  ton, 
and  May-June  to  227.  to  227.  5s. 

Coriander-seed  is  lower  at  14s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  for 
ordinary  and  15s.  for  good  Morocco. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  Is.  per  cwt.  higher,  and  is  firm, 
98  per  cent,  powder  offering  at  83s.  and  95  per  cent,  at 
81s.  per  cwt. 

Cumin-seed  is  offering  at  22s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  for  Morocco 
and  28s.  for  Malta. 

Fenugreek- seed. — A  retail  trade  is  passing  in  fair 
Morocco  at  10s.  per  cwt. 

Ginger. — The  sales  in  Liverpool  include  50  tons  new 
crop  Sierra  Leone  at  26s.  to  27s.  per  cwt. 

Glycerin. — It  is  now  stated  that  the  undertone  in  the 
glycerin  market  is  weak  at  the  official  rate  of  897.  per 
ton  in  cases  and  857.  in  drums  naked  for  chemically  pure. 
At  the  moment  however,  most  buyers  are  purchasing 
actual  wants  only.  We  understand  on  good  authority 
that  one  of  the  principal  British  refiners  is  withdrawing 
from  the  Convention  at  the  end  of  this  month,  and  this 
probably  accounts  for  the  weak  tone. 

Lemon  Oil. — Rather  lower  quotations  have  been  cabled 
from  Sicily  this  week,  good  brands  offering  for  prompt 
shipment  at  6s.  1(7.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  terms  :  in  other  directions 
quotations  are  maintained  at  between  6s.  4(7.  and  6s.  6(7. 
c.i.f.  for  prompt  delivery,  with  June  delivery  onwards 
offering  cheaper. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  March  16  states  that  several  fair- 
sized  parcels  have  changed  hands,  as  some  exporters  had 
requirements  to  cover;  full  market  values  were  paid,  and 
occasionally  a  slight  advance.  Market  conditions  have 
therefore  been  firmer,  inasmuch  as  sellers  thought  that  the 
nearer  the  end  of  the  month  came  the  more  actual  require- 
ments for  shipment  or  other  local  blank  sales  would  be- 
filled.  The  tendency  among  operators  and  consumers 
abroad,  however,  is  to  give  as  little  support  to  the  efforts  of 
bulls  as  possible.  For  prompt  shipment  new  crop  is  quoted 
6s.  Z'id.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  London. 

Lime-juice. — Privately  it  is  reported  that  sales  of  raw 
have  been  made  at  Is.  10(7.  per  gallon. 
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Linseed  is  dearer  at  67s.  6d.  per  quarter  for  Dutch 
and  706'.  for  Morocco. 

Menthol. — Quiet,  with  sellers  of  Kobayashi  at  22.?.  6d. 
spot;  for  arrival  close  at  hand  21s.  9d.  c.i.f.  has  been  re- 
fused ,  22s.  being  wanted.  Seven  cases  were  offered  with- 
out reserve  at  auction,  the  result  of  which  will  be  found  in 
our  Coloured  Supplement. 

Milk-Sugar  is  tending  easier,  it  being  possible  to  buy 
B.P.  powder  at  70s.  per  cwt.  A  new  make  (Scandinavian) 
is  offered.  The  arrivals  comprise  125  cases  from  the 
■Continent. 

Morphine  remains  very  quiet  in  view  of  the  easier 
position  of  opium,  and  sellers  of  hydrochloride  powder 
could  be  found  at  13,?.  2d.  to  13s.  3f/.  per  oz. 

Opium. — The  market  continues  in  a  lifeless  condition, 
buyers  preferring  to  wait  developments  in  regard  to  the 
new  crop.  From  Constantinople  a  sale  of  36  cases  is  re- 
ported at  20s.  lid.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  for  current  t.q.  (no  test). 
On  the  spot  Turkey  druggists'  is  quoted  25s.  to  26s.  spot, 
and  Persian  at  27s.  spot.  The  Foyle  from  Persian  Gulf 
ports  has  brought  105  cases,  which  broadens  the  possibility 
of  doing  a  better  spot  business. 

A  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  March  8  that  this  week 
a  buyer  for  the  United  States  came  forward  at  21s.  td.  for 
selected  new  sightly  it.q.,  but,  .although  at  first  sellers 
ridiculed  this  low  figure,  it,  was  quite  evident  that  some 
weak  holders  would  end  by  selling,  and  this  morning  some 
•eight  baskets  changed  hands.  Principal  holders,  however, 
maintain  much  higher  figures,  and  we  do  not  think  they 
could  be  induced  to  sell  old  selected  Karahissar  at  26s.  bd., 
or  new  at  25s.  bd.  The  weather  continues  favourable  for 
sowing,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  the  risks  are 
ahead  and  that  the  autumn  sowings  failed.  The  arrivals  in 
Smyrna  amount  to  1,138  cases,  against  4,370  cases  at  same 
date  last  year. 

Orange  Oil. — Cheaper  quotations  are  cabled  from  Sicily 
this  week,  good  brands  of  sweet  for  prompt  shipment 
offering  at  8s.  2d.,  and  bitter  at  8?.  4rf.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  ;  others 
ask  8s.  3rf.  c.i.f. 

Quicksilver. — The  first-hand  quotation  remains  un- 
changed at  8?.  12s.  6d.  per  bottle,  and  in  second-hands 
81.  8s.  6d.  is  quoted,  being  Is.  easier. 

Senega. — After  business  had  been  done  at  2s.  6d.  net  on 
the  spot,  2s.  Id.  was  paid,  and  this  is  to-day's  price;  spot 
stocks  are  very  limited. 

Shellac  is  quiet  and  unaltered,  the  value  of  fair  TN 
orange  on  the  spot  being  61s.  per  cwt.,  and  for  April-May 
shipment  sellers  quote  61s.  c.i.f.,  with  AC  Garnet  at  58s. 
•c.i.f. 

Soy  is  steady  at  Is.  4§<r/.  per  gal.  for  Wochan,  and  less- 
esteemed  brands  Is.  3-^d.  per  gal.,  duty  paid. 

Spermaceti. — American  refined  is  quoted  ll{d.  ex  ware- 
house. 

Spices. — At  auction  25  bags  Seychelles  Cloves  were 
bought  in  at  %d.  to  7§c/.,  and  34  bags  Amboyna  at  9^r/. 
Privately  Zanzibar  is  dearer,  the  spot  value  of  fair  being 
5|(-/.  To  arrive  the  sales  include  March-May  shipment  at 
b%d.  and  April- June  at  5|rf.  c.i.f.  delivered  weight. 
Chillies  were  rather  easier,  157  bags  good  red  Japanese 
selling  without  reserve  at  from  32s.  6d.  to  34s.  for  good, 
red,  bright,  slightly  yellowish  mixed.  Pimento  was  quiet, 
'27  bags  being  bought  in  at  3</.  Of  Ginger  147  bags  of 
washed  rough  Cochin  were  sold  without  reserve  at  from 
42s.  to  42s.  6d.  No  Pepper  was  offered  at  auction,  and 
privately  fair  Singapore  is  offered  at  5§r/.  and  sellers  of 
April-June  shipment  quote  5£d.  c.i.f.  Of  white  pepper 
at  auction  11  cases  superior  Singapore  were  bought  in  at 
Is.  Id.  :  294  bags  Singapore  were  also  bought  in  at  from 
8^(/.  to  for  fair  and  8§r/.  for  good.    Privately  fair 

white  Singapore  is  quoted  at  8^/.  on  the  spot,  and  there 
are  sellers  to  arrive  at  8d.  for  April-June  shipment.  Both 
Nutmegs  and  Mace  were  steady. 

Tartaric  Acid. — English  has  improved  ±d.  per  lb.  to 
Is.  OJr/. ,  and  foreign  is  unchanged  at  Is.  0-^d. 

Turpentine. — During  the  last  few  weeks  the  market 
has  tended  towards  improvement,  chiefly  in  consequence 
of  the  stronger  appearance  of  the  American  markets.  With 
the  legitimate  demand  in  Great  Britain  held  in  check  by 
the  coal  crisis,  the  market  has  not  readily  responded  to  the 
higher  American  quotations,  and  prices  have  fluctuated. 


Yet  there  have  been  signs  of  dealers  taking  more  interest, 
current  values  being  considered  very  reasonable.  The 
receipts  advised  from  the  United  States  so  far  this  month 
have  been  more  moderate,  while  it  is  understood  that  the 
reserve  stocks  left  in  the  hands  of  producing  groups  are 
already  comparatively  reduced.  Meanwhile  the  statistical 
position  is  not  very  encouraging  for  an  advance  in  conse- 
quence of  the  heavy  receipts  for  some  months  past.  The 
total  imports  into  Great  Britain  for  January  and  February 
were  4,887  tons,  against  2,381  tons  in  1911  and  3,820  tons 
in  1910.  The  deliveries  for  home  consumption  were  satis- 
factory enough,  amounting  since  January  1  to  March  9  to 
16.704  barrels,  against  13,182  and  13,996  barrels  for  the 
corresponding  period  in  the  previous  two  years  respectively, 
but  the  London  visible  supply  is  still  comparatively  heavy, 
totalling,  on  March  9,  27,171  barrels,  against  14,796  and 
25,102  barrels  at  the  same  period  in  1911  and  1910  respec- 
tively. The  American  stock  is  fully  double  what  it  was  a 
year  ago.  Judging  from  the  very  small  premium  on  May- 
June  delivery  in  contrast  to  former  seasons,  it  is  obvious 
that  no  stringency  is  apprehended  this  year,  pending  the 
advent  of  new  crop.  The  demand  for  substitutes  is  now 
rather  quiet,  and  Russian  spirit  is  obtainable  between 
28/.  and  30/.  10s.  per  ton.  American  closed  on  Wednesday 
at  35s.  3c?.  spot. 

Vermilion  has  advanced  Id.  per  lb.,  English  makers 
quoting  2s.  6d.  to  2s.  Id.,  as  to  quantity. 

Wood  Oil. — China  is  quoted  at  48?.  per  ton  spot,  being 
firmer. 

New  Crop  Formosan  Camphor. 

The  output  of  the  new  crop  of  Formosan  camphor  this 
year  (writes  a  Yokohama  correspondent)  is  expected  to  be 
6.500,000  kin,  and  of  red  and  white  camphor  oils  500,000  kin 
of  each  is  expected.  Considerable  amounts  of  Chinese 
camphor,  estimated  at  3.000,000  kin,  have  been  imported 
into  Japan,  but  this  is  being  gradually  driven  out  of  the 
market. 

London  Port  Rates  on  Goods. 

Since  the  initiation  in  1910  of  port  rates  on  goods  enter- 
ing and  leaving  the  Port  of  London  the  following  altera- 
tions and  additions  have  been  made : 


Per 

Foreign 

Coastwise 

Inward 

Out- 
ward 

Inward 

Out- 
ward 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s.  d. 

Ants' eggs  ...   

ton 

•& 

u 

0 

9 

1 

1) 

0  4£ 

Bismuth  and  bismuth  metal 

cwt. 

0 

2 

0 

Of 

0 

1 

0  Of 

Carbon  bisulphide   

ton 

1 

0 

0 

li 

0 

6 

0  2\ 

Castorum   

cwt. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0  2{ 

Cocoa  beans   

ton 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

4 

0  14 

Crucibles,  plumbago  

ton 

1 

6 

0 

62 

0 

9 

0  33 

Dental  materials   

ton 

2 

0 

0 

9 

1 

0 

0  4£ 

Instruments,    optical  and 

scientific   

ton 

2 

0 

0 

9 

1 

0 

0  H\ 

Iodine,  prepared   

ton 

2 

0 

0 

9 

1 

0 

0  Hi 

Lithopone   

ton 

1 

0 

0 

"i 

0 

6 

0  2| 

Magnesium  chloride  

ton 

0 

4 

0 

U 

0 

2 

0  O'i 

Magnesium  sulphate 

ton 

0 

4 

0 

1| 

0 

2 

0  0| 

Nickel  salts  (not  over  10% 

nickel)   

ton 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

4 

0  h 

Oil,  wood   

ton 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

4 

0  l'i 

Potash  nitrate,  natural  crude 

ton 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

4 

0  H 

Senua-pods   

ton 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

4 

0  H 

Stearine  pitch   

ton 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

4 

0  IV 

Wood— quassia  logs  

ton  or 

.0 

2 

0 

0| 

0 

1 

0  Ug 

load 

Previously  carbon  bisulphide  and  magnesium  sulphate  were 
included  among  "  chemicals  not  otherwise  rated  at  2s.  per 
ton  inwards  and  9d.  outwards.  Potash  nitrate  was  formerly 
Is.  per  ton  and  4^6?.  per  ton  respectively.  Prepared  iodine, 
which  was  formerly  %d.  per  11.  value  inwards,  has  been 
placed  on  the  same  level  as  crude  at  2s.  per  ton  inwards  and 
9d.  outwards.  Senna-pods  were  formerly  in  Class  5  of 
drugs,  barks,  and  roots  at  Is.  8d.  per  ton  inwards  and 
T^d.  per  ton  outwards. 


Gcm-acacia  Chop. — Estimates  of  the  gum-acacia  crop  of 
1912  place  it  at  from  16,000  to  17,000  tons,  surpassing  the 
outturn  of  the  previous  year,  which  eclipsed  all  records 
with  a  total  of  14,000  tons.  Exports  from  the  Soudan  during 
1911  amounted  to  81,739  bales,  distributed  as  follows : 
Germany,  Holland,  and  Belgium.  24,412;  France,  23,823; 
England.  14,270;  United  States,  11,054;  Austria,  3,041; 
Italy,  2.246;  Spain,  766;  other  countries,  2,127  bales. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

All  communications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  otherwise  they  cannot  be  dealt  with. 

Queries  by  subscribers  on  dispensing:,  legal,  and  miscellaneous 
subjects  connected  with  the  business  are  replied  to  in  these 
columns  if  they  are  considered  to  be  of  general  interest. 

Letters  submitted  for  publication  (if  suitable)  should  be  written 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Their  publication  in  "  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist "  does  not  imply  Editorial  agreement 
with  the  opinions  expressed. 


On  the  Necessity  of  Creating  Hypochondriacs. 

Sir, — The  Insurance  Act  will  be  of  immense  value  to 
pharmacists  and  physicians  because  it  will  create  a  nation 
of  hypochondriacs. 

Consider  the  West  of  Ireland  cottager  or  the  Highland 
crofter.  By  how  much  does  he  benefit  the  allied  crafts 
in  the  course  of  a  year  ?  To  the  extent  of  one  halfpenny- 
worth of  salts. 

Consider  any  City  man.  When  he  awakes  in  the  morn- 
ing he  takes,  poor  thing,  half  a  tumbler  of  Hunyadi  or 
Apenta,  then  he  gets  up,  washes  with  Pears'  soap,  lathers 
with  an  American  shaving-stick,  shaves  with  a  guinea 
patent  razor.  He  uses  a  badger  toothbrush  for  his  gums, 
rubs  his  teeth  with  Calvert's  carbolic  powder,  and  rinses 
out  his  mouth  with  Odol.  He  shampoos  his  head  with 
bay  rum,  rubs  it  with  a  patent  whalebone  brush,  separates 
what  few  hairs  he  has  with  an  Aberdeen  comb,  and 
lovingly  anoints  them  with  the  best  brilliantine.  He  fixes 
his  moustache  with  pomade  Hongroise,  and  rubs  witch 
hazel  over  his  face  after  the  shaving.  Then  he  lightly 
dusts  his  face  with  Yankee  talcum  powder.  Being  a  bit 
of  an  elegant  he  gets  out  his  manicure-set  and  tenderly 
polishes  his  nails  with  scented  powder  and  a  chamois. 

The  time  has  now  nearly  arrived  for  his  morning  tonic. 
Next  he  scrupulously  applies  foot-powder  over  his  pedal 
extremities,  and  slowly  adjusts  a  few  corn  and  bunion 
rings  on  suitable  locations. 

He  freshens  up  his  bath  with  a  box  of  Cologne  bath 
salt,  and  then  looks  at  his  tongue,  feels  his  pulse,  and 
takes  his  temperature — merely  to  see  if  he  is  all  right. 
Just  then  it  strikes  him  he  has  a  headache,  and  on  the 
off  chance  he  takes  a  dose  of  caffeine  and  a  few  antipyrin 
tablets. 

For  his  breakfast  he  has,  of  course,  Quaker  oats  and 
Cerebos  salt,  but  being  a  believer  in  Metchnikoff  he  starts 
off  with  a  few  lactic-acid  tablets.  He  sterilises  his  milk 
and  then  tests  it  for  formalin,  but  in  vain,  because  it  is 
disguised  by  sodium  nitrite.  He  takes  a  little  Ivel  cheese 
at  the  meal,  to  say  nothing  of  the  rosaniline  in  the  straw- 
berry jam  he  finishes  up  with,  or  the  boric  acid  in  the 
cream.  His  egg  is  carefully  preserved  with  water-glass 
and  his  rasher  with  nitre. 

After  breakfast  he  takes  a  dose  of  pepsin  wine,  a  diges- 
tive tablet,  and  a  liver-pill.  Proceeding  to  business  he 
reads  the  latest  patent-medicine  advertisements  in  the 
"  Daily  Mail,"  and  vividly  realises  that  he  is  suffering 
from  eye-strain,  weedy  nerves,  backache,  kidney-com- 
plaint, and  cancer.  Meanwhile  he  munches  a  few  for- 
malin tablets  to  keep  off  diphtheria  and  sniffs  some 
eucalyptus  to  ward  off  influenza. 

Feeling  a  little  abdominal  distention  as  a  natural  result 
of  his  heavy  meal,  he  visits  a  specialist,  who  assures  him 
he  must  be  operated  on  for  appendicitis — an  undertaking 
which  will  result  in  at  least  fifty  guineas  being  spent  on 
surgeons,  nurses,  and  hospitals.  Feeling  a  bit  doubtful 
as  to  the  diagnosis,  he  calls  in  another  specialist,  who 
assures  him  hi6  trouble  is  gall-stones — another  fifty-guinea 
operation  ;  still  another  specialist  will  tell  him  that  eye- 
strain is  his  real  enemy,  and  yet  another  will  almost 
promise  a  cure  if  his  nasal  polypi  are  removed. 

The  moral  simply  is  that  we  must  live  by  squeezing  a 
living  out  of  the  sick.  We  must  make  the  populace  a 
nation  of  hypochondriacs.    This  will  be  the  effect  of  Mr. 


Lloyd  George's  Act.     Far  be  it  from  us,  who  live  on, 
people's  health  fancies,  to  belittle  it. — Yours  trulv, 
Dublin.  J.  C.  McWalter. 

Apothecaries'  Assistants. 

Sir, — I  notice  a  letter  in  the  current  issue  of  your 
journal  under  the  nom  de  flume  "Another  Fair  Play." 
I  cannot  see  what  objection  any  chemist  could  have  in 
employing  an  Apothecaries'  Hall  assistant  to  dispenseunder 
the  National  Insurance  Act,  and  I  agree  in  flunking  that 
such  an  assistant  would  be  of  service  to  a  pharmacist 
on  the  pharmaceutical  panel.  I  trust  the  fears  of  the 
writer  are  quite  unfounded,  and  such  of  his  class  will  have 
no  reason  to  complain  in  the  working  of  the  medical  benefit 
of  the  Act.  An  Employer.  (111/9.) 

Sir, — Without  doubt  "  Another  Fair  Play  "  voices  the 
opinions  of  all  apothecaries'  assistants.  There  ought  to 
be  no  divergency  of  opinion  upon  this  point.  The  only 
just  and  fair  method  of  treating  "  Hall  "  men  is  by 
registering  them,  and  by  making  them  a  recognised  body. 
The  Association  of  Certificated  Dispensers  at  their  last 
meeting  offered  a  very  determined  front,  and  decided  to 
bring  the  examination  more  into  line  with  the  Minor,  by 
instituting  a  Preliminary.  We  have  now  to  see  if  they 
will  be  unwise  enough  to  repeat  the  error  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  formulate  such  a  stringent 
Preliminary  as  will  keep  out  three-quarters  of  the  would- 
be  candidates.  It  is  in  the  minds  of  more  than  one  person 
that  the  Society  has  not  yet  felt  the  full  force  of  that 
regrettable  step.  But  the  Association  of  Certificated 
Dispensers  is  going  further.  In  return  for  this  remodelling 
of  the  examination  they  are  asking  for  a  title  as  well  as 
registration.  Let  us  hope  that  all  just-minded  persons 
will  put  aside  petty  jealousies  at  this  critical  period,  and 
wish  them  success.  "  Another  Fair  Play"  seems  to 
overlook  the  fact  that,  apart  from  the  doctors  no  longer 
requiring  so  many  dispensers,  they  will  be  no  worse  off. 
They  will  still  be  qualified  to  dispense,  and  that  without 
any  supervision  (unless  I  and  many  others  in  this  district 
have  misread  the  Act).  So  it  seems,  then,  that  if  this 
Act  is  to  give  chemists  so  much  extra  dispensing  it  will 
only  be  sense  on  their  part,  looking  at  it  from  a  point  of 
economy  as  well  as  efficiency,  to  employ  those  men  who 
have  for  years  past  devoted  their  time  to  this  particular 
branch  of  medicine.  Faithfully  vouts, 

Rural.  (113/9.) 

[The  rights  of  apothecaries'  assistants  are  reserved  in  the 
Insurance  Act,  but  it  does  not  enable  them  to  dispense  under 
the  Act  without  qualified  supervision,  unless  they  happen 
to  have  been  employed  by  doctors  for  three  years  imme- 
diately prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act. — Editor,  C.  c£  Z?.] 

The  Diploma. 

Sir, — I  must  compliment  the  Society  of  Pharmacy 
(sounds  just  as  good  as  Pharmaceutical  Society)  upon  their 
diploma.  It  is  a  work  of  art,  and  a  most  artful  production, 
quite  equal  to  any  of  the  certificates  given  by  the  Yankee 
■ — er — Colleges!  "Having  proved  himself  competent  to 
conduct  a  pharmacy  " — what  more  can  one  wish  than  that? 
Why  expend  time,  money,  and  perhaps  brains  upon  the 
present-day  farce  of  qualifying?  The  honourable  members 
of  our  craft  may  think  it  a  duty  that  an  honest  citizen 
ought  to  perform,  but,  as  an  ungrateful  country  gives  him 
neither  thanks  nor  credit,  the  honest  man  will  soon  begin 
to  think  himself  a  bit  of  a  fool,  and — accept  one  of  the 
diplomas  of  the  Society  of  Pharmacy.  Seemingly  the  law 
of  the  land  says,  "  Master  Porter,  you  have  now  swept  the 
shop  floor  for  three  years,  and  during  that  time  have  got 
a  smattering  of  pharmacy  knowledge ;  you  can  hardly  tell 
powdered  jalap  from  powdered  senna,  but,  as  they  are  both 
purgatives,  that  matters  not ;  so  now,  my  noble  brainy 
man,  go  and  conduct  a  pharmacy  !  And,  let  me  whisper, 
be  careful  how  you  sell  the  poisons — don't  get  caught !  " 

Carica.  (107/21.) 

Misuse  of  Other  People's  Bottles. 
Sir, — In  your  Legal  Reports  of  March  2  you  quote  a  case 
decided  by  Sheriff  Guy  at  the  Edinburgh  Sheriff  Court  to 
the  effect  that  an  injunction  or  interdict  should  not  issue  to 
restrain  a  drysalter  or  oil-merchant  from  putting  paraffin 
into  bottles  belonging  to  a  local  aerated-water  manufac- 
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turer  when  the  bottles  are  presented  by  the  customers  over 
the  counter.  This  is  an  instructive  case  and  should  be 
read  along  with  the  om  reported  in  your  issue  of  Octo- 
ber 26,  1901,  p.  706.  The  latter  case  was  brought  under 
the  Merchandise-marks  Act,  1887,  the  former  was  evi- 
dently brought  at  common  law;  for  on  reference  to  a 
previous  case  brought  under  the  same  auspices  in  the  same 
eouit  it  was  maintained  ("  Mineral-water  Trade  Review," 
September  18,  1911,  p.  309)  that  the  use  by  the  defender 
of  these  bottles  was  at  common  law  and  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  trade  a  violation  of  the  plaintiff's  right  of 
property.  The  damage  done  to  bottles  by  using  them  for 
deleterious  substances  and  poisons,  without  authority,  and 
the  danger  arising  to  the  public  from  such  unwarranted 
usage  is  a  subject  of  public  health  no  less  than  of  private 
..grievance,  and  may  commend  itself  to  your  readers. 
Chemical  manufacturers  and  chemists  and  druggists  no 
less  than  aerated-water  bottlers  and  retailers,  beer-bottlers, 
and  licensed  victuallers  are  all  interested  in  this  subject. 
Actions  have  been  brought  by  retailers  and  their  customers 
against  the  wholesale  dealers  and  manufacturers  for  supply- 
ing them  with  their  respective  drugs,  "minerals,''  and 
beer  in  contaminated  bottles,  and  damages  have  been 
obtained.  The  problem  is  how  to  stop  the  dangerous  and 
damaging  practice.  Evidently  those  who  have  taken  the 
precaution  to  have  their  bottles  embossed  with  their 
names,  and  w:ho  under  no  circumstances  will  sell  their 
bottles,  are  in  a  position  to  safeguard  their  interests 
better  than  those  who  use  bottles  that  are  not  embossed.  A 
nominal  charge  can  be  made  on  the  contents  supplied,  with 
an  inducement  that  this  charge  will  be  refunded  upon  the 
return  of  the  bottles.  But  this  custom  appbes  to  the 
mineral-water  trades  rather  than  to  the  chemist  and 
druggist's  business.  Any  use  of  embossed  bottles,  the 
property  of  the  plaintiff,  without  his  authority,  should  be 
restrainable.  In  none  of  the  three  cases  reported 
(Greenock  case,  C.  d-  I)..  October  26,  1901,  p.  706; 
Edinburgh  cases,  •  "  Mineral-water  Trade  Review," 
September  18,  1911,  p.  309;  February  18,  1912,  p.  65; 
and  C.  <b  D.,  March  2,  index  folio  319)  was  it  stated 
to  be  alleged  that  the  bottles  were  embossed,  so  as  to  affect 
the  drysalter  or  oil-shop  keeper  with  notice  that  the  bottles 
did  not  belong  to  the  customer  asking  that  they  should  be 
filled  with  oil  or  other  deleterious  substance.  This  would 
be  a  common-law  remedy  and  should  be  restrainable  by 
interdict  or  injunction.  If  the  facts  were  that  the  dry- 
salter  in  the  case  reported  in  your  issue  of  March  2  was 
.aware  that  the  bottles  he  filled  belonged  to  the  pursuer, 
then  I  am  of  opinion  that  Sheriff  Guy  was  wrong  in 
recalling  his  interim  interdict.  It  would  be  of  great 
importance  to  the  three  trades  that  a  pronouncement  should 
be  obtained  by  some  authoritative  Court  that  tampering 
with  other  people's  bottles  is  an  offence  against  the  common 
law  of  Scotland  and  England. 

The  Edinburgh  and  District  Aerated-water  Manufac- 
turers' and  Beer-bottlers'  Defence  Association  obtained  an 
interdict  by  consent  on  September  15,  1911,  in  the  Edin- 
burgh Sheriff  Court  restraining  the  defender  "  from  filling 
with  paraffin  oil  or  other  liquid  bottles  lent  by  the 
plaintiffs  to  their  customers,  or  from  supplying  or  selling 
to  his  customers  or  the  public  paraffin  oil  or  other  liquid 
in  bottles  having  the  plaintiffs'  name  embossed  or  marked 
thereon,  or  from  otherwise  using  such  bottles  for  his  own 
purposes  or  as  his  own  property."'  There  wras  also  a  volun- 
tary undertaking — "  also  not  to  use  in  maimer  foresaid  the 
named  bottles  belonging  to  any  aerated-water  manufacturer 
or  beer-bottler  in  Scotland."  In  this  case  (as  in  the 
January  case)  the  bottles  were  supplied  by  the  customers, 
and  presumably  these  bottles  were  embossed,  although  that 
is  not  specifically  stated  in  the  report.  I  think  the  rule 
laid  down  in  tliis  September  case — namely,  that  it  is  an 
offence  to  contaminate  other  people's  bottles — is  the  correct 
one,  and  should  be  again  attempted  in  the  Court  of  Session 
or  the  Comi  of  Appeal.  The  Pharmaceutical  Societies  are 
also  interested  in  establishing  a  similar  rule  in  similar 
cases.  Yours  truly, 

John  Duncan.  M.A.,  LL.B. 
"Square"  Old  Boys'  Club. 

Mr.  Hani/  MartiiK  2  Chisholm  Road,  East  Croydon, 
hen.  secretary  of  this  new  organisation,  writes  about  the 
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meeting  to  be  held  on  April  17  (see  "  Coming  Events ''),  >mhL 
adds  :  "  During  the  past  week  several  letters  have  been 
received  expressing  approval  of  the  idea,  and  I  would 
particularly  request  that  every  '  old  boy  '  who  by  force  of 
circumstances  will  be  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  person- 
ally will  write  me  offering  to  join  such  an  association,  ;ind 
at  the  same  time  indicating  any  special  features  which  we 
should  aim  at  attaining — or  avoiding.  It  is  suggested  that 
the  subscription  should  be  a  very  small  one  (probably 
2  s.  6d.),  and  that  all  old  '  Square  '  men  should  be  requested, 
and  expected,  to  join  ;  thus  it  would  be  possible  to  form  a 
bond  of  friendship  and  intercommunication  at  home  and 
abroad,  and,  moreover,  serve  a  further  useful  purpos<  by 
keeping  past  students  in  touch  with  the  school.'' 


Subscribers'  Symposium. 

For  questions,  answers,  incidents,  and  interchange  of  opinions 
among:  "C.  &  D."  readers. 


"Mixed  Treatment''  Pills. 
Amnion  (il4/19)  would  like  to  know  what  these  are. 
Appreciations. 

"  Sorry  to  have  delayed  subscription;  would  not  misa  lihe 
C.  <£•  D.  for  anything.  Finest  by  far.  '  Streets  ahead  '  of  any 
similar  paper  published." — (195/33.) 

"  After  being  a  non-subscriber  for  a  few  years  to  tbe 
C  t&  D.,  I  have  at  last  thought  it  desirable  again  to 
join  your  list,  as  I  feel  that  the  10s.  is,  after  all,  well- 
invested  money,  and  that  your  valuable  paper  is  one  that 
I  cannot  afford  to  be  without.  I  therefore  encloseP.O.  for 
10s.,  so  that  you  may  forward  me  the  next  issue."  ('Vcrit- 
shire,  February  21.) 

"I  have  no  doubt  you  have  received  many  letters  i  cin- 
plimenting  you  on  the  Winter  Issue  of  The  Chemist  axu) 
Druggist.  I  beg  likewise  to  add  my  tribute  of  praise  to 
this  number,  which  is  so  replete  in  articles  of  literary., 
scientific,  and  antiquarian  interest.  Not  the  least  cf  Die 
pleasing  features  of  your  journal  are  the  comic  sketches 
which  appear  from  time  to  time."  (Berkshire,  February  J 3  ) 
"  Any  Port  in  a  Storm." 

So  the  saying  goes,  and  the  quoted  words  are  oiten  :  nl-r  i-- 
preted  in  anything  but  a  literal  manner.  The  other  day  a 
lady  brought  her  boy  to  a  chemist  for  free  advice.  "  Your 
'intnient  done  that,"  she  said,  showing  a  sore  on  the 
youngster's  hand.  It  turned  out  that  the  boy  had  eat  bis 
hand  badly,  and  having  nothing  except  "  ringworm  'intment 
in  the  hoose,"  the  handy  stuff  was  used. — Edina  (60/2). 
Corn-cuttinej. 

Replving  to  the  inquiry  in  the  C.  d£  D.,  March  16,  index- 
folio  423,  A.  E.  F.  (112/65)  writes:  "I  have  always  found 
it  easy  to  extract  corns  after  applying  salicylic  solvent  for 
three  or  four  days  and  soaking  the  foot  in  very  hot  water 
containing  a  liberal  amount  of  common  soda.  This  pro  i  ss 
may  be  repeated  two  or  three  times  if  necessary,  when  it 
will  be  found  that  very  little  effort  is  required  and  do 
pain  caused  by  the  operation  on  the  corn." 

J?c  Forficula  Auricularis. 

E.  J.  C.  (191/26)  writes:  "A  customer  came  to  mo  for 
something  to  put  into  the  ear,  having  had  an  earwig  crawl 
into  it  while  sleeping,  which  roused  the  sleeper  from  slumber 
by  the  noise  it  made.  The  home  remedy  and  the  modus 
operandi  were  successful  in  getting  the  intruder  out— a  piece 
of  apple  shaped  to  the  earhole  and  pressed  into  it  and 
occasionally  withdrawn.  The  patient  w-as  rewarded  after  a 
time  by  the  insect  falling  out.  The  most  remarkable  part 
about  it,  perhaps,  was'  the  unknown  cause  of  distress,  jet. 
the  means  used  proved  to  be  the  right  remedy." 

Plumb i  Carbonas. 

This  compound  is  official,  and  according  to  the  B.P.  it  is 
entirely  soluble  in  diluted  acetic  acid  (strength  '<).  fto 
mention  is  made  of  the  presence  of  any  acidic  impurities, 
but  it  is  said  that  it  should  yield  no  characteristic  reaction 
with  the  tests  for  zinc,  calcium,  and  magnesium.  It,  is  desir- 
able to  note  that  there  should  not  be  present  any  sulphate 
This  impurity  seems  to  be  finding  its  way  into  commercial 
specimens,  especially  that  ground  in  oil,  for  in  some  cases 
I  have  found  it  present  to  the  extent  of  6.5  per  cent.,  at,d 
even  in  this  it  is  certainly  undesirable. — Abel  Scholar. 

Insurance  of  Chemists'  Employes. 
Tn  your  issue  of  March  9,  under  the  above  heading,  you 
clearly  indicated  the  pre-eminent  obstacle  to  any  effecti'se' 
pharmaceutical  organisation  (whether  for  insurance  or  any- 
thing else)  when  you  instanced  the  constitution  of  the  phar- 
maceutical Society.  The  members  of  our  calling  have  net. 
like  members  of  the  medical  profession,  a  common  sympathy, 
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and  fchu 5  are  bred  factions,  suspicions,  and  prejudices  which 
militate  against  the  possibility  of  "fellowship  which  is  life, 
lack  of  which  is  -death."  Both  medicine  and  pharmacy  arc 
to  day  suffering  the  pains  of  a  vicious  commercialism,  the 
second  phase  of  their  history,  the  first  being  the  mysterious. 
Wlnle  these  two  phases  are  still  largely  mingled,  "there  are 
signs  of  the  dawn  of  the  third,  the  professional  stage,  being 
ushered  in.  The  transition  -may  be  tardy  and  painful; 
meanwhile  the  economic  aspect  of  our  present  position  is 
demanding  our  prompt  attention,  and  this  brings  us  up 
against  the  fact  that  our  ranks  are  acutely  divided  into 
dependent  and  independent.  There  are.  on" the  one  hand, 
Hie  employer  and  potential  employer  (ever  diminishing); 
on  Oho  other  hand,  the  dependent  employe  (ever  an  increas- 
ing quantity).  It  is  idle  to-day  to  imagine  that  the  interests 
of  these  opposite  classes  are  identical  and  capable  of  co- 
ordination. Albeit,  it  is  to  this  latter  class  alone  that  the 
National  Insurance  Scheme  appeals,  which  also  indicates 
the  impossibility  of  an  independent  Pharmaceutical  Friendly 
Society.  Already  a  good  number  of  assistants,  qualified  and 
unqualified,  >are  members  of  the  National  Union  of  Shop 
Assistants,  to  which  shop  assistants  everywhere  are  deeply 
indebted,  .and  the  object,  of  this  note  is  to  suggest  that  this 
body  serves  for  the  insurance  of  chemists'  assistants.— 
/,  A.  S.  (114/8). 


Dispensing  Notes. 

lis  section  is  for  the  discussion  and  solution  of  dispensing 
problems  and  prescriptions  submitted  by  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 
We  are  always  pleased  to  receive  the  opinions  of  readers  for 
publication.  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing-  "  ("  C.  &  D."  Office,  6s.) 
is  the  standard  book  of  reference  on  th.s  subject. 


Liq.  Calcii  Chlor. 

Sir, —I  .should  be  anxious  to  know  the  views  of  some  of 
your  readers  re  the  following  'script,  which  I  received 
today  but  did  not  dispense,  although  customer  informed 
one  she  had  it  dispensed  previously  by  a  reputable  Irish  firm. 
I  may  mention  that  neither  the  prescriber's  initials  nor 
compounders'  stamp  appeared  on  .same: 

Liq.  calcii  chlor   3iv. 

Sig.  :  jj.  ter  in  die. 

Yours  truly, 

'CuRiors.  (115/66.) 
[This  is  most  probably  the  1835  British  Pharmacopoeia 
preparation— a  solution  of  calcium  chloride  88  grains  in 
1  os.  of  distilled  water.    It  cannot  be  solution  of  chlorinated 
lime.] 

Strychnine  and  Alkali  in  Mixture. 
Sir, — I  'append  a  prescription  which  was  given  me  to  dis- 
pense. Kindly  say  if  it  would  be  safe  to  dispense  as  it 
is  written.  It  was  dispensed  previously,  and  did  not  bear 
any  mark  which  would  indicate  any  change  having  been 
made  by  the  previous  dispenser.  I  used  an  equivalent  of 
tr  nucis  vom. — i.e.,  12-minim  doses — omitting  the  liquor 
sfcryohninse,  because  I  am  convinced  that  liquor  strychnin's 
should  only  be  dispensed  in  acid  or  absolutely  neutral  solu- 
tions. Moreover,  there  is  the  danger  of  bromide  of  strych- 
nin) being  formed,  and  when  there  is  any  chance  whatever 
of  anything  dangerous  being  formed,  however  remote  that 
chance,  I  think  that. the  dispenser  should  do  what  he  believes 
is  the  correct  thing,  especially  when  it  is  impossible  to 
communicate  with  the  prescriber.  his  identity  not  being 
known  : 

L:q.  strychnin*    m.iij. 

Tr.  strophanthi    mvij. 

Spt.  amnion,  co   mxx. 

Pot.  bromid.    gr.  iy. 

Syr.   aurantii    gss. 

Aquam  ad    5ss. 

5ss.  ter  die  ex  aq.  inter  cibos.    Mitte  5vj. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  F.  (102/60.) 
[We  do  not  agree  with  our  correspondent's  observations 
or  practice.  The  mixture  when  compounded  as  written  is 
quit}  safe.  After  standing  undisturbed  for  a  week  it  shows 
no  sign  of  precipitate  such  as  indicates  strychnine  salt. 
Precipitation  is  not  to  be  expected.  The  strychnine  is 
present,  in  too  small  quantity,  and  in  jss.  of  the  mixture 
there  is  nearly  5SS.  of  rectified  .spirit,  which  materially 
increases  the  solvent  capacity  of  the  liquid.  Besides,  it  is 
a  .mixture  which  demands  a  "shake"  label,  so  that  even 
if  there  were  some  .precipitation  the  particles  would  be 
shaken  up  and  divided  among  the  doses — perhaps  not 
equally,  but.  safely.  "J.  F.'s"  equivalent,  of  tincture  is  a 
lii.l-.le  too  _  high.  He  has  not  made  allowance  for  the 
H'CUHO  in  the  strychnine  hydrochloride  molecule.  We 
question  whether  the  mixture  would  be  any  safer  with  the 
tincture  of  nux  vomica  instead  of  the  liquor  strych.,  and 
the  alteration  is  urfwarrantabl?.] 


Legal  Queries. 

Consult  "The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  1912,  pp.  435  to  454, 
where  most  legal  difficulties  are  anticipated,  before  writing" 
about  your  difficulty 

Nikola  (114/23). — You  are  not  eligible  to  become  a 
registered  druggist  in  Ireland  without  examination. 

Ajax  (109/74). — Contracts  with  carriers  are  usually  made- 
for  the  period  of  a  year,  and  we  expect  that  that  is  the? 
case  with  your  contract.  '  You  should  have  kept  a  copy  of 
what  you  signed  ;  in  fact,  it  is,  as  a  rule,  bad  business  to 
sign  any  document  involving  future  expenditure  of  which  a- 
copy  is  not  retained. 

Darling  (107/13)  intends  to  renew  his  seven  years'  Ieaser 
which  expires  shortly.  He  wishes  to  know  whether  he  cart 
himself  prepare  and  stamp  the  new  lease,  or  must  employ 
a  solicitor  for  that  purpose.  [This  is  a  question  for  sub- 
scriber's landlord  to  decide,  for,  unless  subscriber  can  make 
another  arrangement  with  him.  the  lease  and  counterpart: 
will  be  prepared  by  the  landlord  at  subscriber's  expense.] 

Vcrax  (104/36). — A  general  allegation  that  branch  shops- 
are  known  to  you  to  be  conducted  by  unqualified  assistant* 
is  of  little  use  without  evidence  in  support.  You  say  that- 
many  of  your  qualified  friends  tell  you  that  they  have  great 
difficulty  in  getting  managers'  positions,  especially  when  they 
reach  the  age  of  forty,  when  a  man  should  be  at  his  bestr 
and  you  attribute  this  to  unqualified  persons  holding  the? 
positions  which  they  should  fill.  Perhaps  you  can  supply 
us  with  particulars. 

O.  E.  0.  (112/51).— The  question,  "  What  is  the  business  of 
a  chemist  and  druggist?  "  does  not,  in  our  opinion,  affect 
the  right  to  dispensing  by  doctors'  assistants  under  Section  IS 
(5,  iii)  of  the  National  Insurance  Act.  The  persons,  firms, 
or  bodies  corporate  who  are  to  be  put  upon  the  panel  for  the 
dispensing  of  medicines  are  those  who  conform  with  the- 
provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  as  amended  by  ther 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908 ;  nor  do  we  agree  with 
you  that  medicines  dispensed  under  the  National  Insuranee- 
Aot  by  such  persons,  firms,  or  bodies  corporate  "  will  not. 
be  sold  in  the  proper  sense."  There  is  nothing  in  the  Insur- 
ance Act  to  prevent  any  person  dispensing  medicines  which- 
are  not,  poisons,  but  unregistered  persons  are  expressly 
excluded  from  the  dispensing  panel  of  the  Act. 

Jluoff  (112/28). — Some  weeks  ago  a  man,  having  obtained? 
a  camera,  from  subscriber  on  approval,  sold  it  to  a  pawn- 
broker. Subscriber  has  placed  the  matter  in  the  hands  of 
the  local  police,  but  the  delinquent  has  not  yet  been  traced. 
Is  subscriber  right  in  claiming  the  camera  from  the  pawn- 
broker, or  has  the  latter  a  good  title  to  it?  [Assuming  that 
the  man  has  been  guilty  of  larceny  or  false  pretences,  sub- 
scriber is  still  the  owner  of  the  camera,  and  can  claim  and, 
if  necessary,  sue  for  its  return  by  the  pawnbroker,  unless  the- 
latter  purchased  it  in  "  market  overt,"  in  which  case  sub- 
scriber must  first  prosecute  the  thief  to  conviction.  If,  onr 
the  other  hand,  the  man  had  no  criminal  intention,  sub- 
scriber's only  remedy  is  to  treat  his  sale  of  the  camera  as- 
an  acceptance  of  it,  and  to  sue  the  purchaser  for  the  price.] 

//.  C.  II.  (75/9).— (1)  The  National  Insurance  Act  does  not- 
affect  in  any  way  the  rights  of  apothecaries'  assistants.  At 
present  they,  like  any  other  person,  may  legally  dispense- 
prescriptions  which  do  not  contain  scheduled  poisons,  anoT 
they  may,  as  employes  of  apothecaries,  dispense  prescriptions 
containing  poisons  whether  supervised  by  the  apothecary  or 
not,  but  for  others,  such  as  chemists'  companies,  they  may 
only  dispense  and  sell  poisons  under  the  direct  supervision 
of  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist.  Dispensing  in  institu- 
tions where  no  sale  is  effected  is  not  subject  to  the  law, 
so  that  apothecaries'  assistants  may  act  there  without  other 
qualified  supervision.  (2)  An  employer  cannot  be  compelled? 
to  supply  an  assistant  with  a  written  testimonial;  in  fact, 
many  employers  refuse,  preferring  to  answer  inquiries  re- 
garding assistants. 

Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  do  not  as  a  rule  repeat  information  which  has  been  given  in  this 
section  during  the  past  twelve  months,  as  it  occupies  space- 
which  can  be  more  profitably  utilised  for  other  information. 
In  such  cases  the  numbers  are  mentioned,  and  if  querists- 
cannot  refer  to  these  they  may  obtain  the  numbers  from  the- 
"  C.  &  D."  Office  at  the  published  prices,  usually  6d. 

We  do  not  undertake  to  analyse  and  report  upon  proprietary  articles, 
and  when  samples  are  sent  particulars  should  be  supplied  to- 
us  as  to  their  origin,  what  they  are,  what  they  are  used  for 
and  how. 

Xamelcss  Querists. — We  call  attention  to  the  first  rule  of 
our  correspondence  section,  viz.  :  "  All  communications  musf 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers, 
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otherwise  they  cannot  be  dealt  with."  We  receive  queries 
daily  with  which  no  name  and  address  are  given.  The 
address-lubel  of  the  wrapper  in  which  the  C.  &  D.  is  sent 
serves  as  a  coupon,  and  may  be  used  by  querists. 

Jl/ici  (Southport)  (73/29).— (1)  We  quote  the  following 
statement  regarding  a  Balance-sheet  from  tbc  third  edition 
«of  "Opening  a  Pharmacy,''  which  is  published  by  us: 

"  A  balance-sheet  is  a  full  statement  of  a  trader's  finan- 
cial affairs.  The  simplest  possible  method  of  making  a 
.balance-sheet  is  to  go  through  the  ledgers,  picking  out 
the  amounts  and  putting  them  on  a  sheet  of  foolscap.  Add 
to  the  total  of  those  the  value  of  the  stock,  the  amount  of 
money  in  hand,  the  cash  in  the  bank,  and  the  value  of  the 
fixtures  and  any  other  property.  Let  the  sheet  of  foolscap 
lie  a  double  one,  and  put  the  items  on  the  left-  or  right-hand 
-side,  calling  them  the  assets.  On  the  other  side  put  down 
the  total  amounts  of  money  owing.  Great  care  must  be 
taken  to  see  that  all  these  debts  are  included  by  asking 
the  firms  from  whom  one  buys  for  a  statement,  or  by 
systematically  seeing  that  all  goods  bought  on  credit  are 
invoiced,  and  the  invoice  chocked  and  filed  at  once.  As  a 
rule,  there  are  no  other  important  liabilities,  except  rent, 
Tor  which  a  part-year  may  be  due.  but  this  might  be  left  out 
.if,  as  is  so  often  the  case,  the  amounts  paid  in  advance  for 
rates,  taxes,  telephones,  insurance,  etc..  just  about  balance 
the  proportion  of  rent  which  may  have  accrued.  If  not.  the 
dillerence,  if  against,  one,  might  be  put  down  as  a  liability. 
I  he  statement  of  affairs  might  then  read  something  like 
11ns:  ° 

Liaiiii.i  ties. 

■Sundry  creditors 
Balance  (I  ain  worth)  , 


•6  *. 
2fi6  0 
570  10 


Assets. 


£  s. 
180  0 
0 


Sundry  debtors  ... 

Stock  of  drugs    5D 

,,     dental  requisites  210  0 

patent  medicines   85  0 

,,     own  preparations    6  0 

Fixtures   100  0 

Implements,  receptacles, 

etc-                        ...   51  0 

Cash  in  bank       ...       ,    150  5 
,,      hand     ...  55 


1-836  10  0 


£  33  10  0 


This  account  also  should  be  drawn  up  periodically  The 
-chemist  can  be  materially  assisted  in  his  book-keepino- 
especially  in  analysis,  striking  balances  and  the  like  by 
using  form  books,  which  can  be  obtained  ready-made  from 
stationers.  They  are  similar  in  form  to  household  account 
liook-s,  and  show  daily  receipts  and  expenditure,  with 
weekly,  monthly,  and  annual  forms  for  summations  and 
analyses. 

(2)  Have  you  obtained  permission  from  the  Board  of 
Customs  and  Excise  to  use  industrial  methvlated  spirit  in 
anakmg  shampoo  liquid  ? 

D.  D  (73/12).—  The  formula  for  Calcium  Lactate  Mix- 
ture which  you  send  to  us  as  from  "The  Pre<=criber  "  is 
•quoted  from  the  C,  .(■  D.,  September  13,  1909,  where  we  state 
that  "  a  drachm  of  precipitated  chalk  and  130  minims  of 
lactic  acid  in  a  6-oz.  mixture  gives  approximately  a  solution 
containing  15  grains  of  calcium  lactate  in  a  tablespoonful  " 
1  he  inquiry  by  "  G.  S."  was  in  regard  to  the  solubility  of 
■calcium  lactate.  J 

Kali  (84/40).— Yew-poisoning.— We  gave  a  note  as  to  the 
■poisonous  principle  of  the  yew  in  the  C.  &  D.,  December  30, 
-1911  index  folio  965.  As  regards  the  treatment,  little  can 
)>e  done  beyond  the  administration  of  stimulants  U-pint 
tloses  of  brandy  or  4  oz.  sp.  amnion,  arom.  in  a  pint  of  cold 
water  every  five  or  six  hours),  followed  by  a  pint  of  raw 
.linseed  oil. 

./.  B  cC-  S.  (51/5).— (1)  We  have  not  a  special  formula  for 
xhe  w-afer  form  of  chest-and-lung  lozenges.  Is  it  not  rather 
«,  matter  of  manufacture  than  a  special  formula  ?  Some  we 
Jiave  examined  were  characterised  by  an  anise  flavour  like 
*lie  old-fashioned  brown  cough-lozenges,  while  others  were 
-nongly  flavoured  with  peppermint  or  menthol.  (2)  Egg- 
tlavocring  Essence  we  do  not  know. 

E  K.  (83/49).— Book  on  Medicine.-You  do  not  say  for 
J I  hat  purpose  vou  require  "  a  first-rate  modern  work  on 
the  .practice  of  medicine,'    but  for  chemists'  use  Quain's 
Dictionary  of  Medicine"   (21...  Longmans)  is  piobablv 
'  fir'tTl"'65111-   ^hei'-  ^^.-hichcan  be  described  al 
i-  Bruce  s    'Principles  of  Treatment  and 

*ter  Applications  in  Practical  Medicine"  (16.,..  Pentland) 
Ostlers    -Principles   and    Practice   of    Ntefee " !, 

Bodilan  (87/70)  -Toilet  PREPARAiioN.-This  is  an  unusual 
preparation,  and  we  are  sorry  that  further  particular^ £ 


not  available  of  its  uses.  It  appears  to  be  suJphonat&cVoil 
(soluble  oil)  mixed  with  a  fair  proportion  of  spike  oil,  but 
it  would  require  further  experiments  to  settle  definitely  tho 
composition. 

Foods  (87/44).— Infants'  Food.— You  are  referring,  we 
think,  to  the  "soluble"  type  of  infants'  food,  and  will 
find  in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas "  an  outline  of  the 
method  by  which  these  are  produced.  They  can  onlj  be 
made  on  a  manufacturing  scale,  but  we  suggest  that  you 
turn  your  attention  to  the  production  of  a  food  with  a 
basis  of  milk-powder. 

J.  P.  (87/19).— Soluble  Disinfectant  Blocks.— We  have  no 
working  formula  for  these,  but  we  understand  the  base 
employed  is  dried  sulphate  of  soda  or  a  mixture  cf  alum 
and  salt.  To  this  base  is  added  one  of  the  soluble  creosote 
disinfectant  liquids,  an  example  of  which  wa.s  given  in  the 
C.  &  D.,  February  24.  index  folio  311.  Additional  colour- 
ing matter  is  generally  required,  and  the  rnoist  mass '  is 
finally  pressed  into  the  form  of  bricks. 

Hirsute  (72/5).— Producing  Hair  on  Horses'  Legs.-  A 
preparation  resembling  your  sample  is  made  by  diluting 
croton  oil  with  olive  oil  in  about  the  proportion  of  2  drachms 
of  the  former  to  25  oz.  of  olive  oil.  Similar  liniments  were 
formerly  much  employed  in  veterinary  practice  as  rube- 
facients and  vesicants. 

W.  Y.  (91/19).— Old  Mortars.— Many  articles  have 
appeared  on  this  subject  in  the  C.  &  D.,  beginning  with  Mi«s 
Peacock's  in  Vol.  LVI.  (p.  168).  Mr.  Davidson  contributed 
a  series  as  follows:  Vol.  LXII.  (p.  172).  Vol.  LXIII.  (p.  .1.52), 
Vol.  LXIV.  (p.  197),  and  Vol.  LXXI.  (p.  155). 

Ncmcx  (90/6). — Mother-tincture  in  veterinary  homoeo- 
pathy is  the  strength  of  1  in  10.  lx  is  the  first  attenuation 
of  the  mother-tincture  made  by  mixing  20  minims  of  the 
mother-tincture  with  180  minims  of  the  spirit  of  the  same 
alcoholic  strength  as  that  with  which  the  mother-tincture 
was  prepared.  1  c.  means  the  first  centesimal — i.e.,  1  part  of 
mother-tincture  diluted  to  100. 

Kummi  Prccscntcs  (88/27). — Thanks  for  your  letter!  but 
it  contains  no  new  argument  or  information,  and  its  publica- 
tion would  only  be  a  free  advertisement. 

Gentian  (104/49).— Shampoo-powder  for  Dry  Use  —  See 
reply  to  "J.  H.  D,"  March  16.  index  folio  424;  also 
C.  &  D..  March  18.  1911,  index  folio  417,  July  29.  1911,  index 
folio  226,  and  November  25,  1911,  index  folio  800. 

E.  M.  (110/52). — See  reply  in  regard  to  pigs'  worm-powders 
in  our  issue  of  March  16,  index  folio  423. 

A.  I?.  J.  (111/57).— (1)  By  following  the  Pharmacopoeia 
directions  for  preparing  Hydrous  Wool-fat  we  have-  always 
obtained   excellent  results   with   B.J.D.    anhydrous,  ftub 
down  the  anhydrous  fat  in  a  warm  mortar,  and  add  the 
distilled  water  gradually,  with  steady  trituration,  keeping 
the  end  of  the  pestle  well  below  the  materia]  so  as  to  incor- 
porate the  minimum  quantity  of  air.    After  the  water  has 
all  been  taken  up  trituration  should  be  continued  to  whiten 
and  toughen  the  hydrous  fat.    You  have  been  getting  too 
much  air  into  it,   hence  the  appearance  which  suggests 
granulation,  and  the  bad  colour  is  due  to  insufficient  stir- 
ring.   It  has  always  to  be  borne  in  mind  in  handling  hydrous 
wool-fat  that  a  yellowish  film  forms  on  the  surface:  this  is 
merely  due  to  loss  of  moisture,  the  layer  on  the  surface 
becoming  anhydrous  and  assuming  its  original  characteristic 
colour.    (2)  In  making  Toilet-cream  or  toilet -lanoline  f  rom 
anhydrous  wool-fat  the  principal  requirement  is  something 
to    remove   the    sticky    feeling    of    the    fat.  Hydiat.ing 
removes  this  to  some  extent  and  makes  the  fat  more  grateful 
to  the  skin;  then  the  addition  of  liquid  paraffin  or  white 
soft  paraffin  to  bring  the  cream  to  a  suitable  consistence 
completely  removes  the  objection.    If  anhydrous    fat  be 
used,   an  equal  weight  of  soft  paraffin  is  a  suitable  pro- 
portion.   Perfume  or  medication  can  be  added  to  meet 
requirement. 

/.  J}.  H.  (Canada)  (112/57).— From  your  description  c<f  the 
case  it  appears  to  be  Rheumatoid  Arthritis  in  the  early 
stage.  The  first  line  of  attack  in  such  a  case  is  to  make  a 
minute  examination  of  the  patient  for  any  septic  focu"  (tho 
mouth  and  the  genital  canal  are  the  most  likely).  If  nothing 
of  the  kind  can  be  found,  she  should  be  nut  on  a  more 
generous  diet,  with  plenty  of  meat,  eggs,  milk,  fish,  and  less 
starchy  food.  Guaiacol  carbonate  should  be  given,  either 
111  emulsion  or  in  cachets,  commencing  with  5  "grains  three 
times  daily,  and  gradually-  increa.-ing  until  20  grams  is 
being  given  three  times  daily.  Cases  of  rheumatoid 
arthritis  are  among  the  most  trying  of  all  cases  to  treat, 
but  some  early  causes  where  a  source  of  toxins  has  been 
discovered  and  removed,  or  where  an  autogenous  vaccine 
has  been  used,  have  cleared  up  in  a  marvellous  way. 
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Wimo  (79/10).— (1)  Shampoo-powder  for  Dry  Use— The 
[  ill  wing  produces  a  powder  which  serves  the  purpose  well: 

Powdered  orris-root    10  gr. 

Rice-starch      30  gr. 

Mix  intimately. 
This  gives  about  the  quantity  for  one  application.    The  use 
of  an  ■unnecessary  quantity  is  to  be  avoided     To  give  the 
1,  iir  a  light  clean,  when  time  is  limited,  about  half  the  above 
quality  should  be  distributed  over  the  scalp  and  hair  by 
means  of  a  small  puff  or  knot  of  cotton-wool,  and  after  ten 
minutes  brushed  out.    The  brush  must  be  dry  and  clean  and 
free  from  any  residues  of  oil  or  hair-wash,  and  each  stroke 
of  the  brush  should  be  continued  right  down  to  the  end  ot 
the  hair.    For  .a  more  complete  shampoo  the  whole  of  the 
powder  may  be  applied  before  the  hair  is  done  up  for  the 
night,  and  the  brushing  out  performed  in  the  morning. 
(21  Lavender-water.— You  appear  to  prepare  your  lavender- 
water  on  orthodox  lines.    Ambergris  and  musk  are,  how- 
ever heavy  perfumes,  and  it  may  be  that  you  overload  the 
water   with  these.    We  have  sampled  quite  a   number  ot 
makes  .of--- so-called  lavender-water  with  some  reputation 
that    were  certainly    very    agreeable    perfumes,   but  not 
lavender-water,  .as  the  identity  of  the  lavender  was  con- 
cealed by  the  other  perfumes  which  had  been  added.  Musk, 
it  may  be  admitted,  is  a  suitable  accompaniment  of  lavender. 
It  is   a  good  carrier— that  is  to  say.  its  odour  circulates 
quickly  ■through  the  air.    Its  rate  of  diffusibility  harmonises 
with  that  of  lavender,  and  when  not  present  in  too  large 
proportion  it  co-operates  unobtrusively  to  the  advantage  ot 
the  lavender.    We  have  never  been  able  to  convince  our- 
selves that  ambergris  is  either  necessary  or  desirable  as  an 
ingredient  in  lavender-water.    What  is  really    wanted  is 
something  to  throw  up  the  lavender,  not  anything  to  smother 
i>;     When  people  buy  lavender-water  it  is  on  account  of  the 
lavender  they  want 'it,  and  the  more  pronounced  it  is  the 
better  they  like  it.    Additions  are  only  of  real  service  in 
so  far  as  thev  emphasise  and  fix  its  characteristic  odour.  It 
might- be  well  to  make  a  trial  lot  and  omit  the  ambergris, 
lifting  the  musk  onlv  and  reduced  proportions  of  the  other 
auxiliaries,  if  any.  "You  mav  not  hit  it  the  first  time;  there 
is  room  for  a  bit  of  luck  in  the  matter.    In  these. time*  when 
musk  and  ambergris   are  at  ransom  prices,  it.  might  be 
worth  while  to  try  less  expensive  materials  which  possess 
analogous  properties.     For   example,   civet    and  artificial 
mu.sk  together  serve  the  same  purpose  as  natural  musk: 
both  are  carriers,  and  the  aggressiveness  of  the  .artificial 
musk  is  modified  by  the  civet.    Moreover,  lavender-water 
prepared  with  these' does  not  require  longer  than  a  month 
to  be  fairly  well  "ripened."    The  following  yields  -a  pro- 
duct  approximating  in  character  to  what  you  require.  If 
it,  does  not  please  you  entirely  your  sense  of  smell  will  be  a 
guide  to  modifications: 

01.  lavand.  ang   5ijj- 

01.  lavand.  ext.  opt   5j. 

Zibethi   gr.  v. 

"  Artificial  musk  "  (100  per  cent.)    gr  ij. 

01.  bergam   .ij. 

Aq.  rosse   5ss. 

Sp.  vini  rect.    Oj. 

Triturate  the  civet  with  the  oils  till  it  is  uniformly  taken 
ii  I >  and  transfer  to  .a  bottle  with  10  oz.  of  spirit.  Stand 
the  bottle  in  warm  water  till  the  contents  reach  a  tempera- 
ture-of  85"  to  90°  F.  Set  aside  till  next  day.  and  then  add 
the  rmiskV  and  rose-water.  Shake  twice  weekly  till  ready. 
(5)  Bl\ckexixg  of  Ointment.—  We  do  not  think  the  ozone 
encountered  in  Alpine  climbing  would  produce  the  blacken- 
ing of  the  ointment  containing  bismuth  and  lead.  After  the 
application  of  acetate  of  lead  ointment,  to  the  face  consider, 
able  blackening  sometimes  occurs,  owing  to  sulphur  com 
liounds  in  the  secretions  of  the  skin.  The  occurrence  of 
blackening  in  the  case  of  the  ointment  you  mention  is  most 
likely  due  to  similar  conditions.  Both  salts  in  the  ointment 
form'  black  sulphide=.  They  are  both  oxy-salbs  .and  easily 
acted  upon,  therefore  blackening  may  occur,  with  either 
under  suitable  conditions.  Mount  aineering  is  .strenuous 
work,  vvherobv  action  of  the  skin  is  promoted  to  the  fullest 
eiteiyt,  and  the  perspiration  being  shut  in  by  the  covering 
•  '  ointment,  any  traces  of  sulphur  excreted  would  get 
a,rtiple  Opportunity  to  act  on  the  susceptible  constituents  of 
the  ointment.  If  you  replace  the  bismuth  oxychloride  by.  a 
fine  zincoxide  .and  the  glvcerin  of  lead  snbacetate  byglycerin, 
v,  ill  probably  find  the  ointment  still  serve  the  purpose 
desired,  and  it  will  remain  free  from  blackening. 

.;  'T  W.  H.  (93, '43).— OxTGFN  is  one  of  the  things  which 
the  upfto-date  pharmacist  will  always  keep  in  stock  if  he  is 
situated  .in ! a  district  where  there  is  likely  to  be  any  dema  nd 
for  it.  '  Ir.  brings  him  into  contact  with  the  medical  men, 
.-in  I  it  gives  him  a  higher  status  in  the  eyes  of  the  public. 
Moreover,  if  there  is  any  real  demand  for  it.  it  may  be  made 
a  profitable  side-line.    Cylinders  may  be  hired  from  the 


Oxygen  Company  or  bought  outright,  the  latter  being  the 
better  way.    Three  20-ft.  cylinders  with  hemp  covers  are 
the  least  that  one  ought  to  keep  in  stock  in  London ;  four 
for  the  provinces,  where  the  time  required  for  sending 
empties  to  be  refilled  is  longer.    Each  cylinder  should  be 
fitted  with  valve,  key,  6  ft.  of  good  red-rubber  tubing, 
a  glass  funnel  5  in.  in  diameter,  and  a  glass  mouthpiece. 
Ten-foot  cylinders  are  not  of  much  service,  though  they  may 
be  useful  where  a  messenger  is  sent  at  night  for  oxygen,  who 
could  not  carry  a  20-ft.  cylinder.    The  above  apparatus  and 
accessories  will  cost  about  10^.    A  gauge  should  also  be  kept 
in  stock,  and  all  cylinders  should  be  tested  before  being 
sent  out.    No  oil  or  grease  of  any  kind  should  be  used; 
water  placed  in  the  cup  of  the  valve  will  disclose  any  leakage 
when  the  cylinder  is  closed.    The  usual  charges  are:  7s.  bd. 
for  20  ft.  (doctors  5s.)  and  5s.  for  10  ft.  (doctors  3s.  6cL). 
Considering  that  the  cylinders  may  have  to  be  kept  in  stock 
for  some  time  without  being  used  these  are  not  high  prices. 
The  Oxygen  Company  fill  customers'  own  cylinders  for  Id. 
a  foot,  and  at  a  slightly  increased  rate  when  the  cylinders 
belong  to  the  company.    No  allowance  whatever  should  be 
made  for  the  contents  of  returned  cylinders,  except  in  special 
circumstances.    OxyTgen,  when  wanted,  is  generally  required 
in  a  hurry,  and  the  pharmacist  need  not  hesitate  to  deliver 
by  cab  if  no  cheaper  means  are  available,  charging  the  fare 
to  the  patient.    Oxygen  cannot  be  sent  with  a  messenger  by 
any  public  conveyance  (a  sack  forms  a  very  effective  dis- 
guise, and  tram-conductors  are  not  very  inquisitive  as  a 
rule).    Carriers  will  not  accept  full  cylinders  for  convey- 
ance without  special  forms  being  filled  up.    The  Oxygen 
Company  pay  carriage  both  ways  within  the  London  ar?a. 
Unless  the  medical  man  is  to  be  at  the  patient's  house  to 
use  the  gas,  it  is  better  to  send  someone  with  the  cylinder 
who  is  able  to  explain  its  manipulation,  otherwise  much  of 
the  oxygen  may  be  wasted.    Some  doctors  prefer  to  have 
a  Wolfe's  bottle  half-filled  with  S.V.R.  interposed  between 
cylinder  and  mouthpiece.      This  is  said  to  increase  the 
restorative  value  of  the  oxygen  (see  C.  cC'  D.,  November  26. 
1910,  index  folio  807,  for  an  illustration  and  description 
of     how     this     is     done).      Supply     both     funnel  and 
mouthpiece,  so  that  the  doctor  may  use  which  he  prefers. 
If  a  customer  keep  a  cylinder  over  two  weeks  a  charge  of 
2s.  6ri.  weekly  is  generally  made  for  hire.    The  Oxygen 
Company  allow  ten  or  fourteen  days'  free  use  of  their  own 
cylinders.    On  the  Continent  oxygen  is  generally  obtained 
by  the  pharmacist  in  large  steel  containers,  holding  5.000 
litres.    This  is  transferred  to  smaller  cylinders  before  being 
sent  out.    These  cylinders  contain  50  litres  at  a  very  much 
lower  pressure,  and  as  a  gauge  is  fitted  permanently  to  the 
valve  the  patient  can  see  exactly  how  much  gas  is  con- 
sumed.   It  depends  altogether  on  the  demand  in  any  neigh- 
bourhood whether  it  is  profitable  for  any  pharmacist  to 
stock  oxygen  or  not,  but  at  the  least  the  presence  of  cylinders 
in  his  shop  is  likely  to  prove  a  good  advertisement  for  him. 
and  will  cause  both  the  medical  profession  and  the  public 
to  mark  him  as  the  most  up-to-date  chemist  of  his  locality. 


Retrospect  of  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

Reprinted  from  "iThe  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  March  15,  1862. 


Patents. 

The  abridged  Specifications  of  Patents  given  below  are  pre- 
pared specially  for  this  Journal,  by  Mr.  1?.  A.  Brooman.  from 
official  copies  supplied  by  the  Government,  and  are,  therefore, 
the  property  of  the  Proprietor  of  this  Journal.    Other  papers  are 
requested  not  to  reproduce  them  without  acknowledgment. 
1892.      C.  C.  J.  Guffroy.      Improvements  in  preparing 
medicinal  substances  and  compounds  from  the  livers  of  cod 
and  other  salt-water  fish.    Dated  July  29.  1861.    This  inven- 
tion refers  to  a  previous  patent,  dated  July  20,  1860  (No. 
1764),  and  consists  in  a  method  of  preparing  new  medicinal 
substances  and  compounds  from  the  watery  liquids  obtained 
in  or  remaining  after  the  extraction  of  oil  from  the  liver  of 
cod  and  other  salt-water  fish.    Patent  completed. 

1947.  M.  A.  F.  Mennons.  An  improved  odontalgic  elixir. 
(A  Communication.)  Dated  August  6,  1861.  This  consists 
in  the  preparation  of  a  medicinal  extract,  applicable  to  the 
treatment  of  caries  and  other  diseases  of  the  teeth.  This 
extract  is  obtained  as  follows:  To  about  ten  quarts  of 
cognac  brandy  are  added  cochlearia.  two  and  a  quarter 
pounds  (avoirdupois);  milfoil,  thirteen  and  a  half  ounces; 
pulverized  cloves,  one  ounce;  pulverized  cinnamon,  one 
ounce;  pulverized  cochineal,  two  ounces.  The  mass  is  left 
to  infuse  for  fifteen  days;  after  which  it  is  filtered  and  com- 
pleted by  the  addition  of  tincture  of  quinina.  ten  ounces; 
concentrated  essence  of  aniseed,  one  and  two-third  ounces; 
concentrated  essence  of  mint,  two-thirds  of  an  ounce. 
Parent  completed. 
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